
The death of the 41st President, George H. W. 
Bush has left the nation to reminisce about his 
political career and his personal accomplish-
ments. Bush has been hailed an American hero 
by those who recall their interactions with the 
president.

See President H.W. Bush, page 5

Chiyo Sanada has been a Saint 
Martin’s lecturer for nearly five 
years. In addition to teaching level 
one through three Japanese, Sana-
da will teach fundamental Japanese 
calligraphy in the spring, a topic 
she has studied since she was sev-
en years of age. A practicing artist, 
Sanada created an art piece titled 
“Yuu-Kou,” meaning “friendship,” 
for the 55th Sister-State Anniver-
sary celebration between the State 
of Washington and the Hyogo Pre-
fecture of Japan. The piece was dis-
played in the entrance of the recep-
tion room of the Washington State 
Capitol on July 27, 2018, to welcome 
guests with a message of friendship.

The 55th Sister-State Anniversary 
celebration honored the agreement 
signed in 1963 between the State 
of Washington and the Hyogo Pre-
fecture. The agreement has resulted 
in business, scientific, cultural, and 
educational exchanges, and collab-
oration between the governments 
for 55 years. As a result of this 
agreement, Washington and Hyo-
go have provided each other aid in 
times of need. Washington provid-
ed aid to Hyogo following major 

earthquakes in Japan. After the 9/11 
terrorist attacks, Hyogo provid-
ed aid and support to Washington. 
This accord is the oldest sister-state 
agreement in the United States.

Governor Jay Inslee, Lt. Gov-
ernor Cyrus Habib, and Governor 
Toshizo Ido, and Speaker Matsu-
moto represented Washington and 
Hyogo, respectively. Over 100 
people attended a flag raising cere-
mony to welcome Hyogo represen-

tatives. They shared a meal to dis-
cuss business and economic goals. 

The official commemoration 
event was held in the State Recep-
tion Room, where Sanada’s art was 
displayed. This event included re-
marks by governors Inslee and Ido, 
as well as a performance by a local 
children’s choir, who performed 
songs in English and Japanese. Af-
ter gift exchanges, representatives 
signed a new friendship agreement, 

reaffirming their commitment to 
the original pact, as well as mutual 
help, learning, friendship, and cul-
tural exchanges between each other. 

When asked how she felt about 
having her art displayed, Sanada 
said she is very happy and hon-
ored, and that she is very thankful 
to have been a part of the event.  
Her art piece will be displayed in 
the Lt. Governor’s office until Dec. 
31 of this year. Sanada said the 
piece may go to auction next year. 

In 1995, Sanada graduated with a 
degree in calligraphy and a teach-
ing certificate from Hiroshima Bun-
kyo Women’s University and taught 
Japanese calligraphy after. Sanada 
shared that she tried many things 
as a child, including piano lessons, 
before discovering that she loved 
calligraphy. She decided her senior 
year of high school to become a cal-
ligraphy teacher, and share art with 
the world. At university, Sanada 
studied literature and calligraphy. 

Sanada practices Shodo, a form 
of Japanese calligraphy. Artists use 
ink, brush and paper to illustrate 
Japanese characters. When asked 
to describe Shodo, Sanada shared 
that Shodo is her life and passion 
and she puts her emotion into each 

See Sanada page 8

Since reaching an all-time high on Oct. 3, the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average, commonly re-
ferred to as the Dow, has dropped almost 5 per-
cent in the month since and as much as nearly 10 
percent earlier in November. This recent slump 
on Wall Street has many investors contemplating 
whether it is a normal correction, or an indicator 
that the United States is about to enter a recession.

There are always a lot of things that impact 
Wall Street, and the U.S. economy as a whole, 
but the past two months have been especially 
active. Midterm elections, trade talks, poten-
tial interest rate hikes, and many other factors 
have caused some investors to sell their shares, 
while inspiring others to take advantage of low-
er stock prices. There has been a great debate 
about whether the past two months have rep-
resented a healthy correction, or a sign that the 
US economy is about to enter into a bear market 
or recession. A correction is defined as stocks 
falling 10 percent from a recent high, and nor-
mally lasts for a few months. Bear markets are 
a drop in stock prices from a recent high by 20 
percent, and normally last a year and a half. 

Bear markets are normally accompanied by re-
cessions, which are two consecutive quarters of 
negative Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth. 

While it is important to understand that the stock 
market and the economy are not the same thing, 
and can act independently, the stock market is of-
ten used to measure the strength of the economy, 
and they normally rise and fall together. It is im-
portant to study current events when speculating 
what might happen in the market next. One of the 
most important recent events was the midterm 
elections. Elections almost always impact Wall 
Street because new politicians bring new poli-
cies that can help or hurt different sectors. With 
the Democrats taking the House of Representa-
tives, many investors fear that a divided congress 
will encourage further gridlock, which could 
prevent necessary legislation from being passed 
to ensure that the current growth of our econo-
my is sustained, and does not get out of control. 

Another major series of news stories report 
President Trump’s recent actions on trade may 
affect the stock market. In October, the US, Can-
ada, and Mexico signed a trade agreement that 
is intended to replace NAFTA. Trump also an-
nounced a major increase in tariffs against China 
ahead of his meeting with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping that took place on the weekend of Dec. 1. See Wall Street, page 4

Students express their dismay at the loss of 
the popular yoga class at SMU, a course that 
countless students have used to both relieve 
stress and gain school credit.

See SMU Yoga nama-stay, page 9

Marvel’s Stan Lee left his mark on history with 
his creation of the Marvel Cinematic Universe 
and beloved superheroes like Spider-Man. His 
legacy will live on in the hearts of comic book 
and movie fans alike.

See Stan Lee, page 11

The tariffs on $200 billion of Chinese imports are 
being raised from 10 to 25 percent, and additional 
levies are being placed on the other $267 billion 
of Chinese goods that currently do not have a tar-
iff. Trump is using the tariffs not only in attempt 
to even the playing field with China, who he feels 
has not played fairly in recent years, but also as a 
negotiating tactic to force China to agree to a long 
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Professor Chiyo Sanada’s artwork will stay on display until Dec. 31.  

Photo courtesy of C
hiyo Sanada

Since setting an all-time high in early October, the Dow and Wall 
Street has been volatile. 

G
raphic courtesy of Eric Parks

What to look for in this issue
NEWS LIFESTYLES ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Chiyo Sanada shares art for sister-state celebration
Emma Dobbs

Staff Writer

Votality on Wall Street: correction or concerning? 
Eric Parks

Section Editor



Photographers
Jenna Gerber

Hasley Villadelgado

Business Team
Sean Dempsey

Amanda Grengs
Astrid Serrano

Staff Writers
Olivia Alvord

James Colasurdo 
Emma Dobbs

Samantha England
Kianna Garmanian

Luke Hare
Prya Oliveira
Ryne Oshiro
Nate Pearsall

Katherine Pecora

Editor-in-Chief
Bethany Montgomery

Managing Editor 
Brian Messing

Section Editors
Sophia Lim
Eric Parks

Layout Manager
Abigail Lowrie

Layout Assistant 
Kaycee Selga

Web Manager 
Jillian Leonard

Advisor
Julie Yamamoto

Role of the advisor
The advisor is a journalist, educator and manager who is, above all, a role model. The advisor’s ultimate goal is to mold, preserve and protect an 

ethical and educational environment, not to monitor the final content of the student newspaper.

To my Saint Martin’s community,

As the year draws to a close, we at the Belltower conclude another excellent semester for our newspa-
per. We have been delighted with our readership these past few months, and have been thrilled to pub-
lish a variety of guest submissions, from opinion pieces to a number of articles written by the Introduc-
tion to Journalism class. As the school year picks up in the spring, we encourage our readers to submit 
their own work to either publish in our paper or on our website. 

In this issue, our writers and editorial staff covered topics that fulfill our passions. From the recent 
state of Wall Street, the Christmas tradition of Advent, to the end of the popular yoga class at SMU, we 
as a staff strive to keep the campus informed on our favorite topics and important issues happening at 
home and off campus.

This semester, The Belltower has also started a blog page on our website, smubelltower.com. All 
members of the Saint Martin’s community are invited to write blog pieces on any topic and submit them 
for publishing. All submissions can be sent to belltower@stmartin.edu for review. We look forward to 
hearing from you in the spring!

Bethany Montgomery,
Editor-in-Chief
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The Belltower has the right to reject advertising from any company, 
individual, organization, or advertising agency that discriminates on 
the basis of race, gender, sexual orientation, age, creed, disability, or 

ethnic origin, or directly conflicts with The Belltower policies or Bene-
dictine values.

The Belltower will accept any advertising that does not conflict with 
Catholic ethics, Benedictine values, or the aims and goals of Saint 

Martin’s University.

The Belltower reserves the right to refuse any advertising it feels to 
be of questionable moral character, or which is not being presented in 

good faith by the advertiser. 

The Belltower reserves the right to refuse any advertising deemed as 
being possibly libelous. 

For events, the name of the sponsoring organization or group must 
be indicated, along with the nature of the event, the date and time, 

the location, cost (but not of alcohol), and a contact number for more 
information.

Advertising Policy Advertising Rates
Black and White Ads

1/8 Page: $25
1/4 Page: $45
1/2 Page: $85

Full Page: $160

Color Ads

1/8 Page: $55
1/4 Page: $100
1/2 Page: $190
Full Page: $365

Black and White Ads
(with semester discount)

1/8 Page: $22.50
1/4 Page: $40.50
1/2 Page: $76.50
Full Page: $146

Ad Design
1/8 Page $5, 1/4 Page $10, 1/2 Page $15, Full Page $20.

*semester discount applies only if ads are purchased in a majority of issues published that semester.

For more information, e-mail Belltower@stmartin.edu or visit our web-
site, Belltowersmu.com

Guest submissions are to be published upon approval by the Edi-
tor-in-Chief and editorial board.

The Belltower resreves the right to edit guest submissions for length, 
grammar, and content if necessary.

The Belltower will not accept guest submissions that violate our content 
policies, go against Benedictine values, or the goals and aims of Saint 

Martin’s University.

References to the promotion of drug use/paraphernalia are not allowed.

Any content that clearly discriminates on the basis of race, gender, sexual 
orientation, creed, age, disability, ethnic origin, or religion will not be 

considered for publication. 

Any artwork submitted will be published at the discretion of the Edi-
tor-in-Chief and editorial board. Artwork must adhere to the same guide-

lines as written content.

Guest Submission Content Policy

We strive to report any and all of our content factually and unbiased, 
and hold all content to the standards of journalistic integrity. The 

Belltower is an outlet for information, conversation, and community. 
We vow to be a publication worthy of our community and campus, 

providing to the best of our ability, the highest quality content possible 
without silencing student voices.

Our Mission

Email: Belltower@stmartin.edu 
Web: Belltowersmu.com

Twitter: @belltoweratsmu
Facebook: SMU Belltower
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There is a country that has a successful edu-
cational system, holding fourth place for the 
quality of higher education in the entire world, 
all while having no standardized testing or pri-
vate institutions. Finland has stolen the spot 
for the overall best education system in the 
world, along with being one of the top countries 
to raise children in as of 2018. Their safe and 
stress-free learning environment has contrib-
uted to the success of their students when they 
eventually join the workforce. Though com-
paratively different to the United States in size 
and culture, there may be a few lessons that 
the U.S. could take from the thriving country. 

Finland’s education system prides itself on 
promoting a relaxed learning environment. They 
do not encourage cramming information into 
children’s minds just to succeed on a standard-
ized test. They have noticed that when there is 
a standard that children have to reach, teachers 
will often teach strictly to these tests, and rath-
er than helping children to really learn and ab-
sorb information, they have children memorize 
information that they will most likely forget. 
Their education system uses “common sense 

practices” where it is believed that learning is 
more important than passing a test, which is 
what American students are accustomed to. 

Finland created a “back to basics” program that 
made the following top priority: using educa-
tion to balance out social inequality, giving stu-
dents free school meals and individual guidance.

Rather than having different teachers every year, 
Finland’s teachers remain constant from when the 
children first enter school to when they graduate, 
which allows them to have a more individual-
ized teaching style. Teachers are able to analyze 
the needs of each student and accommodate to 
their own learning. Unlike traditional American 
schools, schools in Finland begin at 9:45 a.m., 
and end no later than 2:45 p.m. Although they 
have longer class periods, their breaks are also 
longer. It has been studied that having classes 
that begin from 6 a.m. to 8 a.m. can be detrimen-
tal to children’s overall health and maturation. 

Finnish children start school at the age of sev-
en, which is much later than the typical Ameri-
can four-year old who attends preschool. Finn-
ish school officials have stated that by having 
children start school at a later age, they are able 
to develop a real childhood that takes away the 
pressure of education. Even past the ninth grade, 
or the age of 16, school is still just an option.  

For higher education, there is an Upper Sec-

ondary School, which is a three-year program 
that prepares you for the Matriculation test—an 
exam that determines your acceptance to uni-
versity. After that, there is another three-year 
program that trains students to prepare them for 
a wide-variety of careers. Teachers are highly 
paid and qualified, even though they only need 
a three-year degree to apply, along with a com-
pletion of a program that is similar to the resi-
dency program that is required for U.S. medi-
cal students. This may seem easy, but only 10 
of those applicants are chosen to be teachers. 

This education system is quite different from 
what we are used to in America. They not only 
allow time for “kids to be kids,” but they also 
aren’t afraid to experiment with their education-
al system to try new strategies that will help the 
children succeed. They aren’t stuck with old tra-
ditions that don’t work with today’s generation, 
but instead they pay close attention to research 
to understand what is working and what isn’t. 
This country has been so successful in educating 
their children because school is much more than 
cramming and stressing over tests, it is actually 
making sure that these children learn something 
in Finland. They have created a safe and relax-
ing environment that has resulted in their edu-
cation system being at the highest in the world. 

Born on Christmas Eve 1905, 
Howard Robard Hughes Jr., an in-
fluential businessman and film di-
rector, became known as one of the 
most financially successful philan-
thropists ever. The son of a wealthy 
oil manufacturer, Hughes showed 
great interest in engineering, mathe-
matics, and aviation, both as a young 
boy and as a student at Caltech. At 
the age of 18, Hughes inherited 
his family’s fortune, following the 
death of both his parents in 1922 and 
1924. During the ‘20s and ‘30s, he 
invested some of his fortune in the 
film industry, producing landmark 
films like “Hell’s Angels” in 1930, 
which feature some very expensive 
aerial flight scenes. His influence 
in the Hollywood sphere led him 
to produce several more films, and 
even date a few Hollywood star-
lets, including Katherine Hepburn, 
Ginger Rogers, and Ava Gardner. 

His most notable characteristic, 
however, was his passion for flying, 
as he incorporated his hobby into 
his film career and business ven-
tures. Hughes began his own air-
plane company in the early 1930s, 
where he not only flew the planes 
he produced, but also came up with 
his own innovative designs. The 
invention of retractable landing 
gear, common on most modern air-
craft, is attributed Hughes. He also 
broke the landing speed airspeed re-

cord of 352 mph in 1935. In 1937, 
Hughes flew the same Hughes H-1 
racer non-stop from Los Angeles 
to Newark, N.J., in less than sev-
en and a half hours, breaking the 
transcontinental airspeed record. In 
1938, Hughes also set the record for 
the fastest flight around the world, 
completing the venture in 91 hours. 
His most famous flight endeavor 
perhaps, was his giant wooden sea-
plane, the H4-Hercules, famously 
nicknamed the “Spruce Goose.” 
Though its lightweight design and 
open interior were meant to trans-
port troops and other wartime es-
sentials during WWII, Hughes 
only flew the plane once in 1947 
before storing it in one of his han-
gars. The Spruce Goose is now on 
display for the public, moving from 
California to its current location at 
the Evergreen Aviation Museum 
in McMinnville, Ore. In addition 
to his other airline ventures and 
investments, Hughes founded the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
in Miami for biomedical research.

 During the 1940s, he bought RKO 
Studios, but never visited, often de-
layed production, and dismissed 
staff who disagreed with his politi-
cal views. Though it cost him nearly 
$24 million, Hughes sold the studio 
for $25 million, retaining the rights 
to all the films he produced and his 
reputation as a financial genius.

Hughes’ life, however, was not all 
glamour and glitz. Suspected to suf-
fer from obsessive-compulsive dis-
order, Hughes was often described 

as reclusive, obsessive, and eccen-
tric. He often worked in the dark, 
ate only chocolate bars and chick-
en, and would collect and rearrange 
Kleenex boxes. He is also suspect-
ed to have suffered from allodynia, 
a condition that causes the person 
to be extremely sensitive to pain, 
which is probably why Hughes 
would often refuse to wear clothes 
at home, finding them to uncomfort-
able and restricting. He also con-
stantly ran films in his home, and is 
said to have watched the movie “Ice 
Station Zebra” over 150 times. Al-
though he developed bad hygiene, 
he claimed to be extremely sensi-
tive to germs and imperfections in 
patterns and cleanliness, which is 
perhaps why he constantly touched 
everything using tissues and why 
he obsessively washed his hands. 

That, combined with his high-risk 
behavior, eventually led to a plane 
crash in 1946 that nearly cost him 
his life. Following his escape from 
death, Hughes’ strange behaviors 
increased and he became even more 
withdrawn. It is also suspected that 
his pain sensitivity increased after 
being in so many plane crashes, 
leading to an increased use of co-
caine. Hughes spent a good por-
tion of the ‘60s secluded on the 
top floor of a hotel in Las Vegas, 
eventually buying the hotel when 
he was asked to leave. While in 
Vegas, Hughes became a major 
real estate investor, buying hotels, 
houses, and media outlets in the 
area, quickly making him one of the 

most powerful men in the city. To-
ward the end of his life, Hughes left 
his isolation and traveled abroad. 

Hughes died on April 5, 1976 
of liver failure. As portrayed by 
Leonardo DiCaprio in the 2004 
Oscar-winning film “The Aviator,” 
Hughes’ moody personality and 
“misunderstood genius” clearly 
makes him one of the most fasci-
nating and successful individu-
als of the 20th century. His legacy 
lives on in the aviation and film 
industry to this day, making him 
the embodiment of the American 
Dream and an inspiration for en-
trepreneurs and dreamers alike. 
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The Tony Stark of his time, Howard Hughes made 
many contributions to film, aviation and business.
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Should we raise our kids in Finland?
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Born to fly: A tribute to Howard Hughes



Wall Street, from cover

On the morning of Nov. 8, Califor-
nia first responders received a report 
of fire in the Sierra Nevada moun-
tains, 90 miles north of Sacramento, 
Calif. Just 15 minutes after it was 
reported, the fire had spread across 
ten acres of mountain slope, quick-
ly turning into California’s deadli-
est wildfire, known as Camp Fire. 

Driven by strong winds, Camp 
Fire destroyed homes and structures 
just an hour after being initially re-
ported. While some members of the 
mountain community of Concow, 
Calif. escaped, a fallen tree blocked 
the main exit out of the town, lead-
ing to the deaths of at least eight 
people, and injuries to three others. 

Camp Fire raged on, eventually 
threatening the town of Paradise, 
Calif. Evacuation orders given an 
hour after first reports of fire were 
only issued to a fourth of Paradise 
residents, with the intention of 
evacuating quadrants of the town 
separately. Evacuation orders for 
the entirety of the town were not 
issued until 2:30 p.m., seven hours 
after initial reports of fire. Paradise 
was lost. As first responders work 
to search through remains, they 
have reported that many died in car 
burnings in attempts to evacuate.

Camp Fire has burned more than 
150,000 acres of land, and more 

than 12,000 structures have been 
destroyed. As of Nov. 18, 77 fa-
talities had been reported, and 993 
California residents were unac-
counted for. First responders finally 
contained Camp Fire on Nov. 25.

50,000 California residents were 
displaced as a result of Camp Fire. 
Ten minutes from the town of Par-
adise, displaced residents have 
established a temporary tent city 
in the parking lot of a Walmart. 
Sleeping in cars and tents, many 
families have nowhere else to go, 
and are unable to afford to stay 
elsewhere. Community members 
have donated free food, clothing 
and supplies to survivors in need. 

The Griffith Park fire of 1993 
claimed the lives of 29 Los Angeles 
residents, previously making it the 
state’s deadliest wildfire. Camp Fire 
is now not only California’s deadli-
est wildfire, it is the most lethal fire 
in the United States in 100 years. 

Camp Fire is currently under in-
vestigation. Investigators have de-
termined that a malfunction of a 
high-voltage power line belonging 
to Pacific Gas and Electric. Co. ig-
nited the initial brush fire. Pacific 
Gas and Electric Company is the 
largest utility provider of the State 
of California. PG&E’s stock has 
fallen dramatically as they face 
investigation into their role in the 
deadly Camp Fire. The corpora-
tion reported that not one, but two 

power lines failed the morning the 
wildfire began, and has faced scruti-
ny for this mistake. This would not 
be the first time utility lines were 
found at fault for starting a wildfire. 
If found at fault, it would be the sec-
ond time that PG&E unintentional-
ly started a wildfire in two years. 

While Camp Fire burned in North-
ern California, Southern California 
faced the Woolsey Fire. The fire, 
which started in the Santa Monica 
Mountains of Ventura County, even-
tually burned through Malibu. As 
of Nov. 18, the fire burned through 
nearly 100,000  acres of land, and 
destroyed 1,452 structures. The 
number of structures burned rose 
to 1,500 the morning of Nov. 19, 

and was expected to grow as dam-
age inventory was completed. 

Of the homes lost, several be-
longed to celebrities, including 
Miley Cyrus, Liam Hemsworth, 
Gerard Butler, and Neil Young. 
However, despite their expensive 
losses, several celebrities have do-
nated funds assisting with recov-
ery for those affected by the fire. 

As of Nov. 19, evacuation or-
ders were lifted for Malibu resi-
dents. While some homes suffered 
only minor damage, many homes 
were completely destroyed. Be-
sides wiping out many homes, 
the Woolsey Fire destroyed a na-
tional park located in the county. 

It has been two years since the most recent 
presidential election. With the midterm elections 
over and done with, much of the country has 
seen changes in their representation in congress. 
In Washington, there were some interesting 
outcomes from this year’s election. Democrats 
gained control of the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives in the midterms, whereas Republicans 
increased their majority in the U.S. Senate.

Before the election, some political com-
mentators spoke about the idea of a “blue 
wave,” taking hold in the midterm elec-
tions.  The national trend was more split in 
the actual results, with a “blue wave” strik-
ing the majority of suburban areas, and a “red 
wave” conquered the majority of rural areas. 

Most notably, the eighth congressional district 
of Washington was considered a toss-up race. 
Democrat Kim Schrier, M.D. ran against Re-
publican Dino Rossi. Schrier squeaked by with 
52.6 percent of the vote, flipping a previous-
ly Republican-held district Democratic for the 

first time since the district was created in 1983. 
In Washington’s first congressional district, in-
cumbent Democrat Susan DelBene clinched her 
seat for another two years. In the second district, 
Democratic incumbent, Rick Larson won with a 
resounding 71 percent of the vote. In the third 
district, Republican incumbent Jamie Herre-
ra Beutler won re-election. In the forth district, 
Republican incumbent Dan Newhouse won 
re-election, increasing his percentage of the vote 
from 58 percent in 2016 to a whopping 64 per-
cent in 2018. After a hard-fought campaign by 
the democratic challenger Lisa Brown, the fifth 
congressional district will stay red and will be 
held by Republican incumbent Cathy McMor-
ris Rodgers. In the sixth district, Democratic 
Incumbent Derek Kilmer won re-election with 
a convincing 63 percent of the vote. In the sev-
enth district, left-wing Democratic incumbent 
Pramila Jayapal was re-elected. Incumbents 
Adam Smith and Denny Heck were re-elect-
ed in the ninth and tenth districts, respectively. 

In the Senate, incumbent Maria Cantwell won 
re-election against Republican challenger Susan 
Hutchison 58.7 percent to Hutchison’s 41.3 percent.

One notable initiate on the ballot this year was 

Initiative 1631. Initiative 1631 was intended to 
hold companies that pollute in Washington ac-
countable for the environmental and health ef-
fects their pollution causes. Critics noted that the 
initiative exempted eight of the twelve largest 
polluters in the state, would have given all funds 
raised to an unelected commission with no man-
date on how to spend the tax money, and unlike 
the 2016 carbon tax initiative, provided no relief 
to low and middle income families who would see 
their electric bills rise by an average of 2 percent. 
The initiative failed, but it showed a greater dis-
connect between what voters want and how they 
vote. According the Seattle Times: “By 73 to 27 
percent, Washington state voters told an exit poll 
(actually a phone survey of 4,368 voters here) 
that they are ‘very or somewhat concerned’ about 
climate change. So that’s an enormous 46-point 
advantage for the climate-change team built in 
among the electorate. Yet this same electorate 
voted down the climate-change initiative by 13 
points, 43 percent to 57 percent (after also voting 
down a similar carbon-tax measure in 2016).” 
This data shows that Washington voters sup-
port doing something about climate change, but 
want initiatives that actually address the issues. 

term trade solution that works for both world powers. While these tariffs will 
undoubtedly hurt China’s economy, American investors and economists 
are split on whether or not the tariffs will be worth it for the United States.

Brian Messing, a junior at Saint Martin’s, shared his recent investing 
experience. “Volatility on Wall Street has been great recently for short-
term speculation. I have personally had some amazing returns over 
very short periods of time, in some cases as short as two days.” Many 
other investors have attempted to take advantage of Wall Street’s vol-
atility in a similar manner, yet others have began to sell their assets in 
preparation for Wall Street to collapse. While the market in general 
has been volatile, specific industries have fared far better than others. 
Health care stocks have had success over the past two months, while 
falling oil prices have caused oil and energy stocks to suffer; howev-
er, transportation stocks maintain strength. General Electric, commonly 
thought as a “blue-chip” stock, has come close to setting record lows.

Since the Dow has only fallen 5 percent from its record high, many 
economists feel that the American investor has nothing to worry about. 
They argue that it is natural for Wall Street to experience short negative 
runs even when the economy is strong, and they mostly blame the “Oc-

tober effect” for this minor correction, which states that stocks tend to 
decline in the month of October. Additionally, the Federal Reserve re-
cently announced that interest rates are close to neutral, and that a po-
tential December or January interest rate hike could be the last one for 
a while, which is good news. Other analysts note that the October ef-
fect is more myth than fact, and are worried that the recent volatil-
ity is a sign of worse things to come. They fear that government grid-
lock and souring trade relations with China could negatively impact the 
American economy, and that since we are currently in the longest bull 
market since World War II, the economy is naturally due for a setback. 

There are a couple major things to look for in the near future. The out-
come of President Trump’s meeting with China could significantly impact 
the trade outlook for the United States and its economy. The November 
jobs report will be released soon, and Wall Street normally takes large note 
of that, since unemployment rates and labor costs, which are outlined in the 
jobs reports, significantly impact the economic outlook. With all of these 
recent and upcoming events, amateur investors should proceed with caution 
and seek professional advice about what to do with their current portfolio.
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California residences leveled after the fast-burning wildfires

A recap of the 2018 midterm elections in Washington
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Former President George H.W. 
Bush passed away on Saturday, at 
94 years old. Bush lived a life ded-
icated to public service. He  served 
in World War II, held a variety of 
governmental positions, includ-
ing Congressman, Ambassador to 
the UN, Director of Central Intel-
ligence, Vice President, and the 
41st President of the United States. 

Bush was born in 1924 to Prescott 
Sheldon Bush and Dorothy Walker 
Bush in Milton, Mass., and grew 
up in New England. On his 18th 
birthday, Bush enlisted in the Unit-
ed States Navy as a naval aviator. 
One of Bush’s most heroic mo-
ments of the war came on Sept. 2, 
1944. Bush was piloting one of four 
light bombers tasked with bomb-
ing a Japanese radio station on Chi 
Chi Jima. Bush encountered tough 
anti-aircraft fire. His plane was hit 
and the engine caught fire, yet de-
spite this, Bush completed his mis-
sion and bombed the target. Bush’s 
aircraft crashed in the ocean, where 
he waited in a life raft for four hours 
after another pilot’s parachute did 
not open. Bush was rescued lat-
er by the submarine USS Finback. 

After the war, Bush married Bar-
bara Pierce, with whom he had 
six children, George, Robin, Jeb, 
Neil, Marvin, and Dorothy. Bush 
was admitted to Yale University, 
where he would go on to graduate 
with honors in an accelerated pro-
gram that took only two and a half 
years to complete. Bush also played 
college baseball at Yale, taking the 
team to two college world series. 

Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, 
Bush gained national attention as a 
rising star in the Republican Party. 
In 1964, Bush ran for the U.S. Sen-
ate in Texas, positioning himself as 

a young conservative in contrast 
to the older liberal Senator, Ralph 
Yarborough. Bush was elected to 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
in 1966 from Texas’ 7th congressio-
nal district. In congress, Bush sup-
ported Nixon’s foreign policy, vot-
ed for the Civil Rights Act of 1968, 
despite its unpopularity in his dis-
trict, and voted to abolish the draft. 

Bush was persuaded by Nixon to 
not seek re-election in the House in 
1970, and run for the Senate for a 
second time. Bush lost the Senate 
race, but was appointed by Nixon 
to serve as Ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations. This gave Bush foreign 
policy experience that was essen-
tial to his future. Bush would be 
appointed to Chair the Republican 
National Committee (RNC) during 
the Watergate scandal, and despite 
being initially loyal to Nixon, ulti-
mately was a voice pushing for res-
ignation for “the good of the party,” 
as his actions came to light. Bush 
would later serve as Envoy to Chi-
na, and Director of Central Intelli-
gence under President Gerald Ford. 

Bush first ran for president in 
1980, but lost to Ronald Reagan 
in the Republican primaries. Rea-
gan would later ask Bush to serve 
as Vice President, a position that 
he was first considered for under 
President Ford. Bush was remind-
ed that he was second in line to the 
presidency in 1981, after Ronald 
Reagan was shot by John Hinck-
ley Jr., and subsequently recov-
ered in the hospital. Bush’s aides 
recommended that after arriving 
in Washington the day that Reagan 
was shot that Bush fly to the White 
House via helicopter to portray an 
image of functioning government. 
Bush dismissed the idea, saying 
“Only the president lands on the 
south lawn,” cementing a positive 
impression with Ronald Reagan. 

Bush ran for president a second 
time in 1988. Bush won the Repub-
lican nomination and faced Demo-
cratic Governor Michael Dukakis of 
Massachusetts in the general elec-
tion. The campaign was intense and 
both candidates fought passionately 
for the Presidency. Bush went on 
to win a landslide victory with 426 
electoral votes, and became the 41st 
President of the United States on 
Jan. 20, 1989, succeeding fellow Re-
publican Reagan, the first time that 
one party held the White House for 
three consecutive terms since 1953.

On the economy, Bush faced con-
gressional opposition when deal-
ing with the budget deficit. Bush 
had famously promised during the 
1988 presidential campaign, “Read 
my lips, no new taxes.” Bush be-
lieved that the best way to low-
er the deficit was to cut spending, 
however, congressional Demo-
crats believed that the only option 
was to raise taxes. Bush believed 
it was in the national interest to 
curb the deficit, so he raised taxes 
to build consensus, despite it be-
ing a politically unpopular move. 

Bush was President during the 
fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, 
and the victory of the United States 
in the Cold War. This included the 
fall of the Berlin Wall, the symbol-
ic end of the iron curtain in Eastern 
Europe, paving the way for German 
reunification in 1989. Additional-
ly, the period during which Bush 
was President saw many countries 
across the world transition from au-
thoritarian and totalitarian regimes 
to democracies, in some cases for 
their first time in history. The end of 
the Cold War was possible because 
of the courage and steadfastness 
represented by Reagan and Bush 
while they were President and Vice 
President in the 1980s respectively. 

Bush also oversaw the signing 

of NAFTA, a comprehensive free 
trade agreement between the Unit-
ed States, Canada, and Mexico. 
The agreement eliminated the ma-
jority of tariffs between the three 
countries, and allowed them to 
develop a strong economic part-
nership that created millions of 
jobs across the continent in the 
process. Additionally, NAFTA 
grew a strong diplomatic partner-
ship between the North Ameri-
can nations that still lasts today.

Bush stepped up to defend the 
sovereignty and self-determination 
of Kuwait in 1991, when they were 
invaded by Ba’athist Iraq, headed 
by dictator Saddam Hussein. Hus-
sein invaded Kuwait for its vast 
oil reserves. Bush led a coalition 
of 37 different countries to liberate 
Kuwait and push the Iraqis out of 
the nation for good. The war was 
a decisive victory, and a ceasefire 
was declared only 100 hours af-
ter the ground campaign started. 

Bush would go on to lose the pres-
idency in 1992 to Bill Clinton, in an-
other vicious campaign. Despite be-
ing political adversaries, Bush and 
Clinton developed a close bond and 
were friends up until Bush’s death. 
The two developed their connection 
while providing disaster relief to 
Indonesia in 2004, and later helped 
provide relief after Hurricane Ka-
trina in New Orleans in 2005. 

Bush was not dull later in life. He 
was proud to see his two sons follow 
in his footsteps in public service. 
Additionally, Bush was an avid golf-
er, fisherman, and jogger. Bush also 
loved to play horseshoes, installing 
the first horseshoe pit at the White 
House. He will be remembered as 
someone who always fought for 
his country, no matter how tough it 
was, and the changes he won will be 
remembered by future generations. 

The controversy between free speech and hate 
speech has become a popular topic because of 
the recent campus protests around the U.S. The 
use of hate speech on campus is widely debated 
within governmental and academic institutions. 
Universities like the Evergreen State College 
and the University of California Los Angeles 
(UCLA) are broadcasted on news outlets for 
their student protests. In the United States, free 
speech is protected at public universities. How-
ever, private universities, like Saint Martin’s, are 
not legally bound to protect speech. Our code of 
conduct states that forms of hate speech are not 
protected on campus, and that Saint Martin’s has 
the right to do this because it is a private institu-
tion. Both public and private colleges and univer-
sities often receive pressure to allow free speech, 
as higher education institutions are supposed to 
be places where conflicting opinions are shared.

Evergreen State College recently had a vi-
ral protest over the annual “Day of Absence.” 
This event was based off a play where black 
people disappeared for a day, portraying the 
racist attitudes that people embedded into so-
ciety. In past years, minority students and fac-
ulty would go off campus to talk about cam-
pus issues, and how to improve student life. 
However, in 2017, they changed up the day 
and wanted white people to stay off campus. 

Some at Evergreen opposed this practice, in-
cluding Professor Bret Weinstien, who taught 
biology. When describing his stance to protest 
the protest, he said, “The first is a forceful call 

to consciousness, which is, of course, crippling 
to the logic of oppression. The second is a show 
of force, and an act of oppression in and of it-
self.” After refusing to participate in the Day of 
Absence, Weinstein received threats from stu-
dent activists. There was a video of the students 
screaming obscenities at Weinstein, telling him 
to quit his job. They called him a white suprem-
acist, and a supporter of the systemic racism that 
was on campus. The students then questioned 
the intentions of Evergreen’s president, George 
Bridges, and demanded that he fire Weinstein. 

There are many perspectives on this con-
troversial issue, creating the bigger question 
of whether hate speech is allowed on campus. 
The government can only regulate speech when 
there is a clear and present danger. Because it 
is interpreted differently by every person, peo-
ple find it hard to draw the line between hate 
speech, and free speech. “Speech codes,” 
and attempts to shut down various forms of 
non-violent free speech on public campus-

es, have generally fared poorly in the courts.
Some argue that campus officials have no right 

to limit the speech of its students, but others ar-
gue that by not restricting speech, hate speech 
on campus will increase. In a recent UCLA de-
bate, law experts discussed the First Amendment 
application on their own campuses. In order to 
ensure the safety of their students, controversial 
speakers needed to speak in auditoriums, and 
those who wanted to watch the speech need-
ed tickets to do so.  This provided safety to the 
speaker and the audience, while allowing both 
parties to freely speak. Erwin Chemerinsky, 
the Dean of University of California Berkeley 
School of Law supports the idea that univer-
sities should be open to hearing all ideas, and 
being able to accept the challenges in order to 
improve issues spoken by students. The UCLA 
law panel concluded that having the right to 
speak against hate speech also protects the hate 
speech itself, and that holding one speech to a 
standard, but not the other, creates an injustice.

It is difficult to define hate speech because 
everyone has their own definition of what it is. 
When it is heard on campus, we turn to the uni-
versity officials to do something about it. But 
sometimes we forget that issues regarding the 
First Amendment have a harder time getting re-
solved because of who can regulate it and who 
cannot. Saint Martin’s University lists what forms 
of speech are not allowed on campus, including 
offensive jokes and derogatory comments. It 
is important to remember that hate speech on 
this campus is not allowed, nor is it protected.  
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It goes without saying, that in 
order to win in basketball, you 
need to be able to score more 
points than your opponent. And 
as league play tips off, the Saints 
look to do that with an emphasis.

In almost every category statis-
tic based throughout the team, the 
Saints are leading their opponents. 
That includes shooting percent-
age in field goals, three-pointers, 
and free throws, as well as assists, 
rebounds, turnovers, and steals. 
These are all things that lead a team 
to scoring more than their oppo-
nent, and when a team leads them 
in almost every category available, 
they are going to be successful. 
So far, the Saints are proving that.

As conference play tips off, the 
Saints are currently 5-1 in non-con-
ference play with very impressive 
wins against Fresno Pacific Uni-
versity, as well as a stunning come-
from-behind victory against a well-
ranked west coast rival Point Loma 
at their home court. The victory 

against Point Loma was phenome-
nal considering they were down by 
15 points at halftime, but ended up 
scoring an outstanding 53 points 
from the floor en route to a 5-point 
victory. A lot of this was thanks to 
senior Rhett Baerlocher playing 
lights out. Baerlocher dropped 15 
second half points, going 5-6 from 

the three-point line. Alongside him 
was sophomore Tavian Henderson, 
who dropped 17 points, missing only 
one shot from the field and one free 
throw while collecting five boards.

In what could be debated as one of 
the best all-around team wins against 
Northwest Christian, the Saints 
scored a season high 94 points with 

five players scoring in double dig-
its. In the first half alone, the Saints 
scored eight 3-pointers putting up a 
total of 56 points. One of the most 
impressive stats from this game was 
the definition of team play. Of the 
36 made shots, 24 of those were due 
to an assist from a teammate. They 
also out-rebounded their opponent 
by 12, which is a key component 
to being successful in basketball.

Another important aspect for the 
specialty of this year’s team is the 
experience it has. The Saints are 
made of nearly all returning play-
ers, and eight of those are seniors. 
Of the 15 total players, only five of 
them are underclassmen. This plays 
a huge role in the crunch time of 
games because this team has been 
together before and knows what it 
takes to win down the stretch. The 
leadership of the upperclassmen 
is also important because for most 
of the younger players, this is their 
first time playing a collegiate sport. 
Now, they are able to return home 
to play, which brings the home 
court advantage back to the Saints. 

It’s come down to that time of the year 
where there are not many sporting events 
happening outside of our campus. But what 
if there was an opportunity to experience a 
hockey game for $30 without having to drive 
all the way up north to Vancouver, B.C.?

This opportunity exists in Kent with the Se-
attle Thunderbirds, a major junior hockey 
team that is in the Western Conference of the 
expanding Western Hockey League (WHL). 

The WHL was founded in 1966, and consists of 
22 teams; 17 in Canada and five here in the States. 
The idea of the WHL is to offer an opportunity for 
young players to play semi-professional hockey. 
Each team is made up of players from 15-19 years 
old, and can hold three positions with players 
over 20. These players have either chosen to play 
collegiate hockey in Canada at the same time as 
their WHL experience or have chosen to burn a 
part of their NCAA eligibility to play in the Unit-
ed States at a young age right out of high school. 

Hockey mixes many things onto the ice. 
It brings the fierce, competitiveness nature 
that so many feel in sport, and it adds a touch 
of finesse. For example, it’s not everyday 
you see a 6’9,” 255 pound man skate by at 
high speeds, expecting a pass for a one tim-
er shot, but, Zdeno Chára of the Boston Bru-
ins does that almost every game in the NHL. 

While there are no Chára comparisons at the 
WHL level, there are still talented teenagers 
and low-20’s players who aspire to make it to 
the next level, and the Seattle Thunderbirds are 
a team filled with talent. Watching their develop-
ment and maturity in such competitive games at a 
young age helps to make these games enjoyable. 

Fresh off a 2016-17 WHL Championship, the 
Thunderbirds, who play their home games at 
the accesso ShoWare Center in Kent, are off to 
a slow start in the 2018-19 season. While they 
may not be the WHL’s top team, that shouldn’t 
stop anyone from going and checking out some 
of the hottest hockey in the Pacific Northwest.  

Hockey games at the ShoWare Center sell out 
at 6,500 people. This small, yet intimate ven-
ue draws a loud and supportive group for the 
Thunderbirds and could become one of your 
favorite places to visit this upcoming win-
ter and spring for some cheap entertainment. 

The WHL regular season ends in March 
2019 with the playoffs beginning right after. 

While the start of the season hasn’t 
gone how they expected record 
wise, the women’s basketball team 
looks to start off conference play 
and winter break on a good note.

The Saints began the season with 
a win in their first game against Pa-
cific Lutheran University, 71-63. 
The score looks a lot closer than the 
tone of the game, with the Saints 
having dominated for the first three 
quarters. However, the Lutes came 
back and made things interesting 
in the fourth quarter, but the Saints 
made important free throws down 
the stretch for a key first victory.

With the season still just begin-
ning, the Saints have a lot of time 
to make corrections to improve 
their play. The Saints are averaging 
nearly 17 turnovers a game, which 
is something that decreases their 
number of shots, and adds extra 
shots for your opponent. With that 
being said, the Saints’ opponents 

aren’t much further off, thanks to 
SMU’s strong defensive skills. An-
other aspect that seems to be hurt-
ing the Saints is a low free-throw 
percentage, as well as shots from 
the floor. The Saints are only shoot-
ing 62.9 percent from the line, and 
37.6 percent from the field. Howev-
er, the Saints are doing well from 
the 3-point arc, shooting a respect-
able 34.7 percent. Given the season 
is still young, the Saints look to turn 
this around as league play begins.

One of the most impressive per-
formances came in that first game, 
when true freshman forward Claire 
Dingus put up a double-double 
in her first career game with the 
Saints. She went off against the 
Lutes and was unstoppable on the 
glass all game long. Dingus ended 
up finishing with 10 points and an 
outstanding total of 17 rebounds. In 
every game this year, Dingus has 
not had less than seven rebounds, 
which benefits the Saints massively.

Following this impressive per-
formance was one that could be 

argued as even more impressive, 
from junior guard Makenna Schul-
tz. In a game that will be in the re-
cord books against Dixie State, the 
Saints went into triple-overtime and 
scored the most points since 2002, 
with 103. A huge part of this came 
from Schultz, who dropped a ca-
reer-high 37 points, including a ri-
diculous 7-10 from the 3-point line.

Numbers never lie, but looking 
at the Saints record could display a 
poor start.  However, of the Saints’ 
four losses, two of those were 
by five points or less, and in their 
matchup against Colorado Mesa, 
they were trailing by only four 
points heading into the third quar-
ter and by five points against Uni-
versity of Mary. A couple dropped 
shots here and there, and a few less 
turnovers could result in major im-
provement. This is a team that is 
exciting to watch, and when those 
shots start dropping, this could 
be a very dangerous team to play.
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Freshman Claire Dingus drives to the basket.
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“Bring back basketball to Seattle!” is a phrase 
often stated by many natives of Washington who 
miss the good days of the Seattle SuperSonics, 
the team that honed the great Shawn Kemp and 
Gary Payton. Almost a decade ago, Washingto-
nians cheered on their hometown team for the 
last time. But, enough about dreaming of Kev-
in Durant winning a championship with Russell 
Westbrook in a Sonics uniform. Imagine the city 
of Seattle actually winning a title and how much 
cheer and celebration would come out of a city 
that has not been able to cheer in quite a few years. 
But wait, didn’t a team just win a championship? 

Yes, the championship did happen, and it did 
take place in Seattle, except it wasn’t the Super-
Sonics, it was the Seattle Storm, the WNBA team. 
After Brenna Stewart was named the regular sea-
son All-League MVP, she also took home the Fi-
nals MVP. Stewart isn’t one who shies away from 
the pressure, and has won four straight titles in 
college with the University of Connecticut. She 
even stated, “This didn’t feel like my first trip to 
the finals. I wasn’t nervous. I was calm. I was 
ready to take [the championship trophy] back to 

Seattle where it belongs.” What player isn’t ner-
vous for the biggest game of their lives? Stewart 
was sure ready to step into the spotlight as she 
delivered enormous numbers for her team, in-
cluding a career-high 30-point game on 11 of 22 
shooting. If that wasn’t enough, she also finished 
with eight rebounds, three assists, and two steals. 

According to the Seattle Times, Alysha Clark, 
the Storm’s defensive ace, said, “Before the 
year, nobody picked us to win a title and I’m 
not sure if we were even thinking about that. 

But we got better throughout the year. And to 
see it end like this, it’s a dream. It really is. It 
all feels so surreal. I can’t believe it.” Clark was 
right- no one chose the Storm as favorites, even 
as they headed into the playoffs as the number 
one seed. Squads such as Minnesota and Los An-
geles were often picked ahead of the Storm to 
eventually take the title. “I don’t look at it as re-
spect or disrespect, I look at it as you got to earn 
your stripes and that’s what we’re trying to do,” 
Storm guard Sue Bird said to the Seattle Times. 

This was the third championship won by the 
Storm, and the first since 2010. Yet, it doesn’t 
have the same feel as if the Mariners or Sea-
hawks win a championship. This has to do to the 
fact that most of the state wants a basketball team 
back, a team possibly called the Seattle Super-
Sonics. Durant stated in an interview with USA 
Today, “For sure. Most definitely. It’s a basket-
ball city. It’s a sports town. … They have a good 
representation of basketball in the NBA from Se-
attle-born players, Washington state-born play-
ers. And I feel like that whole brand deserves an 
NBA team.” The thought of the NBA bringing 
back the SuperSonics often overshadows the 
success of the Storm, who has become a team to 
be reckoned that is coming off a championship.

Champions. It’s what every team 
wants to be named after the con-
clusion of every season. Every 
team wants the championship just 
as bad as the next, but it’s about 
getting to the highest level that 
gets them there. For the Seattle 
Sounders, it wasn’t a champion-
ship being won, but instead, it was 
indeed another banner year for 
them. After Seattle embarked on 
a nine-game winning streak, they 
broke the MLS record for consec-
utive wins. More importantly, Se-
attle found themselves making the 
playoffs for the 10th-straight year.

“You don’t want to dig yourself 
in a hole every year but this year 
has been very much different be-
cause of the streak that we went 
on. The last couple of years, we’ve 
lost a few here and there, had a 
couple of ties that kind of disrupt-
ed our flow,” midfielder Cristian 
Roldan said. “All of a sudden this 
year we win nine in a row, lose 
one, lose two, and we’re back on 
a five-game win streak. That’s un-

heard of. You win 13 games out of 
15, it’s pretty incredible. A straight 
decade of making the playoffs is a 
hard feat in itself, yet when a team 
doesn’t have a championship to 
show for it, there are always im-
provements that need to be made.”

The Sounders started the season 
by losing three straight games and 
were plagued with injuries through 
the months of May and June. Losing 
Jordan Morris for the year in presea-
son training was devastating. Víctor 
Rodríguez spent much of the season 
injured, playing in only 19 games. 
Meanwhile, Handwalla Bwana 
spent nearly four months on the 
sideline. All of these players are key 
components to the Sounders’ previ-
ous success. Even with things that 
went wrong, there are many lessons 
the team can build from adversity. 

Kim Kee-Hee, a native of South 
Korea, who was picked up during 
the off-season, barely spoke any 
English when he joined the team 
this year. A language barrier can 
cause a lot of problems for both 
the team chemistry and commu-
nication. Squads could often be-
come frustrated at the fact that 
other teammates won’t be able to 

understand what one another is 
saying. Yet, for the Sounders, the 
language barrier was non-existent, 
and they proved to be one of the 
top defensive teams in the MLS.

With all the good and bad, the 
Sounders were still one step away 
from making it to the MLS Finals 
yet again. Prior to the 2018 sea-
son, the team had been in the finals 
for two straight years, and won in 
2016. Could 2019 be the year that 
the Sounders piece everything to-
gether to become champions yet 

again? There are a few improve-
ments that need to be made, such as 
the development of a relationship 
between Jordan Morris and Ru-
idíaz. That will be the biggest offen-
sive tandem for the Sounders. The 
losses are painful both for the play-
ers and the fan base. But, if there’s 
any consolation for the Sounders 
faithful, it’s that Seattle is set up 
to get right back to the postseason 
next year with a core anchored by 
Ruidíaz and Lodeiro, and one of 
the league’s stingiest defenses.
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The Sounders play in one of the loudest stadiums in the league, Century Link.
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Breanna Stewart and the Storm look poised to bring yet another 
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Crocs have always been a fash-
ion statement, and whether that is a 
good or bad thing depends on your 
personal style and preference. From 
the beginning, the shoe brand has 
always been the kind of thing that 
people either love or hate. Since the 
creation of Crocs in 2002, they have 
been labeled as the kind of shoe 
that your mom thinks are a “fash-
ion staple,” and because of this, she 
made sure that you own a pair “just 
in case.” When I was younger, I al-
ways wondered when the day would 
come where I would need my own 
pair of Crocs. Eventually, I ended 
up using them when I was camping 
one summer. Don’t get me wrong, 
they were “kinda-sorta” comfy in 
a weird, rubbery way and conve-
nient slip-ons, but I hated them 
nonetheless. I wore them out of 
convenience, but not without com-
plaint and only for a short period.

Since their comeback, because 

everything eventually comes back 
in style, there have been adjust-
ments made to the traditional Crocs. 
Designers have upped the ante with 
fur-lined, open-toed, and even plat-
form styles. The new and improved 
platform croc has since been the 
talk of the town; Independent.co.uk 
commented on this transition by 
saying, “the world’s ugliest shoe 
just got a high-fashion makeover.” 
This “high-end” version of the croc 
is now considered a staple piece of 
street style. They also said, “once 
upon a time the fashion crowd may 
have dismissed them as sartorial 
suicide, but now they are regard-
ed as the shoe of the future.” This 
image of the “shoe of the future” 
could be because of how versatile 
the various versions are, and the 
dual-purposes that each provides. 
Some people, including sophomore 
Tyler Patches, prefer the croc in its 
original form, including its original 
price, “I have been searching for the 
perfect pair to add to my collection 
but they are so expensive. I use to 
get them for $10 at Walmart, but 

now they are $35. I use to be able to 
rebuy a new pair all the time when 
mine would accidentally break, but 
now I can’t because the price is 
too high.” It is possible that Crocs 
have gained enough popularity for 
even the “knock-off” versions to 
rise in price, or the price increase 
could simply be caused by inflation. 

Other people, including junior 
Andrew Garcia, have always hat-
ed them. “They are terrible. If I 
wanted holes in my shoes, I would 
make them myself.” Then there are 
others who are in the middle with 
the “evolution of the croc.” Junior, 
Gabrielle McClure, provided her 
thoughts on this trend: “Natural-
ly, I hate them and they look hid-
eous with or without socks. But, 
I absolutely adore them as well. 
I miss the days when you could 
grab them in the store and they 
had racks of pins you could shove 
into the holes to bedazzle them. 
I don’t think they could ever be a 
trend again, but whenever someone 
wears them, they get noticed. It is 
part of the shoe’s charm--that early 

2000s look. So yes, I would wear 
them again but they would have to 
have the cool button attachments or 
it wouldn’t be worth the struggle.” 

Crocs have come a long way 
since their creation almost two de-
cades ago. Once a staple for nurses, 
young kids, and active gardeners, 
Crocs have transitioned into a fash-
ion statement piece. Despite this, 
they will always remain the kind 
of style that you either love or hate.

It’s that time of year again folks: the holiday 
season is upon us. This is usually the time of the 
year where people are most motivated to give 
back to others. Whether it is by paying for the 
next car’s coffee in the Starbucks drive-thru, 
or baking a cake and bringing it into the office 
for your co-workers, ‘tis the season to look out 
for others and let them know that you care. Pa-
tience and kindness will go a long way, and what 
better time to start than during the holidays.

One of the best ways to give to others is by 
paying them a simple compliment. Even a 
smile can go a long way. This is one of the best 
things that someone can receive from a strang-
er. The smallest compliments stay with you, and 
you never know what someone else is going 
through. A simple conversation or a smile could 
be what they needed to get through the day. 

Another way to spread the kindness is by 
showing your appreciation to others. Whether 
that be a “thank you” to your mom for cooking 
holiday dinner, or putting together a gift basket 
for a neighbor, another way to help others this 
holiday season is through random acts of kind-
ness. These are simple acts that can go a long 
way and can be done at any time, so keep this 
in mind when making New Year’s resolutions 
too. This can be anything from helping someone 
with their groceries at the store, or holding the 

door for a stranger, to volunteering to help at a 
soup kitchen. These acts of kindness can be as 
big or as small as you are able to do, but keep 
in mind that they’re all about helping others. 

Another thing I like to do around Christmas 
time is to go through my belongings and get rid of 
stuff that I no longer need. Find the nearest shelter 
and see if they could use your clothes, blankets, 
and other materials. In addition, instead of asking 
for a bunch of useless presents for Christmas, try 
limiting yourself to a few things and buy a pres-
ent for a foster child in need or make a donation 
to Toys for Tots. There are so many organizations 
that people need more than ever during the holi-
days, so consider volunteering at the soup kitch-

en, homeless shelter, food bank, or even singing 
Christmas carols to patients at a nursing home. 
This will truly help spread the holiday spirit. 
As Buddy the Elf said, “The best way to spread 
Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to hear.” 

Obviously, I cannot tell you the exact things 
that you should do to help others this holiday 
season, but use your best judgement. There are 
endless acts of kindness that you can do, you 
just have to make the effort to be dedicated to 
help others. Remember, Saints live with heart 
so spread the love during the holidays. Think 
of others this holiday season and that will truly 
be the best gift you could ever give or receive. 

Sanada, from cover

stroke she draws. “It is the art, the way of writing,” but it is also something 
that makes her happy and connects her to others. Sanada has participated 
in many artists workshops, and enjoys sharing her culture through her art.

Sanada moved to the United States in 2000, and learned English through 
ESL classes at a Seattle community college, and later took a job with the Se-
attle Times. Sanada shared that while learning English was difficult, and she 
made mistakes, her hard work and experience made her a stronger person.

Sanada currently serves as an advisor for Saint Martin’s newly-formed 

Japanese club. The club is named “Kizuna,” which means “strong bond.” 
The club already has officers and members, and hopes to plan several 
events relating to Japanese cultures this year. Sanada shared that event 
ideas being discussed are a celebration of Japanese New Year, an origami 
project, a tea ceremony, and a Japanese sports day, among other plans.

Sanada’s art portfolio can be viewed at her website, www.chiyosanada.com.  
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Crocs have made a popular appearance on the 
Saint Martin’s campus in the last few semesters.
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Saints live with heart - what you can do to help others this holiday season
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In an attempt to be more environmentally friend-
ly, the coffee stands and cafeteria at Saint Mar-
tin’s University no longer provide straws when 
serving cold drinks unless requested. Starbucks 
has created new cold cup lids that are modeled 
after the shape of hot cup lids to reduce the num-
ber of straws contributing to landfills. Switch-
ing to low carbon-emission cars has become a 
trend. People are trying to reduce their carbon 
footprint in a variety of ways--carpooling, con-
verting to solar, or using bamboo toothbrushes, 
to name a few. But is any of this really helping? 
Can the individual truly impact climate change?

In 2017, the Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP) 
released the Carbon Majors Report (CMR), 
which details the 100 companies responsible 
for over 70 percent of carbon emissions. The 
report “pinpoints how a relatively small set of 
fossil fuel producers may hold the key to sys-
temic change on carbon emissions,” says Pe-
dro Faria in an interview with The Guardian. 
Faria is the technical director at environmen-
tal non-profit CDP. The CDP published the 
Carbon Majors Report in conjunction with 
the Climate Accountability Institute (CAI). 

Over half of global industrial emissions can 
be traced back to 25 corporate and state actors. 
The companies responsible for the most emis-
sions since 1988 are ExxonMobil, Shell, BP, 
Chevron, Peabody, Total, and BHP Billiton. 
All these companies are publicly traded. Key 
state-owned companies include Saudi Aram-
co, Gazprom, National Iranian Oil, Coal India, 
Pemex, and CNPC. The CMR was released to 
create transparency for investors of companies 
so they may better understand the environ-
mental impact of their investment dollars. Oil 
sands, tight oils, and heavy oil extractions carry 
a much larger environmental impact than crude 
oil extraction; companies such as Suncor, Exx-
onMobil, Shell, Chevron, and ConocoPhillips 
have invested in these forms of oil extraction.

However, historically, human-induced climate 
change has been widely accepted. In 1988, the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) was established, officially recognizing 
human-induced climate change. Since 1988, the 
fossil fuel industry has emitted as much green-
house gases (GHG) in the 28 years since 1988 as 
was released in the 237 years between 1988 and 

the beginning of the industrial revolution: dou-
bling the amount of GHG in the environment.

Right now, tension comes from the battle be-
tween long-term environmental effects and short-
term gratification of profit for companies contrib-
uting GHG to the environment. On his last day 
in office, former Director of the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), Scott Pruitt, granted 
companies producing “glider” trucks a loophole 
to a newly instated regulation. The regulation re-
quires companies building glider trucks to use 
new transmissions that adhere to modern emis-
sion control regulations. Glider trucks are made 
from remanufactured engines and transmissions 
salvaged from old trucks that do not meet the 
standards for modern clean engines. The loophole 
grants companies creating these high pollutant 
trucks the ability to keep producing them. These 
companies will not be required to contain their 
glider truck production to 300 units a year until, 
at soonest, the end of 2019, giving them the op-
portunity to put thousands more on the road prior 
to then. The Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) 
has said that these super-polluting trucks could 
produce up to 40 times more pollutants than the 
average truck. Due to this loophole, states that 
had no say in creating the loophole may have a 
difficult time meeting air quality requirements.

This loophole was highly opposed by the EDF, 
the American Lung Association, and UPS. Ac-
cording to the EDF, if the loophole is exploit-
ed past 2019, until 2025, it could lead to 12,000 
premature deaths due to added pollutant. It is 
an ominous message to the people of the Unit-
ed States when the head of the EPA grants su-
per-polluting glider trucks access to the road.

In 2015, 91 percent of the global industrial 
GHG emissions, and about 70 percent of an-
thropogenic GHG were due to the fossil fuel 
industry and its products. “If the trend in fossil 
fuel extraction continues over the next 28 years 
as it has over the previous 28, then global av-
erage temperatures would be on course to rise 
around 4 degrees Celsius above [pre-indus-
trial] levels by the end of the century,” writes 
Paul Griffin, author of the CMR. The risks that 
come with a temperature rise as drastic as this 
are unknown, but scientists are predicting mass 
species extinction, food shortages, and the cross 
of tipping points in the Earth’s ecosystems that 
have unknown, but likely severe consequences.

Companies such as Apple, Ikea, Facebook, and 
Google have committed to using 100 percent 
renewable energy sources through the RE100. 

According to the RE100 website, the RE100 is 
“a collaborative, global initiative uniting more 
than 100 influential businesses committed to 
100 percent renewable electricity, working to 
massively increase demand for - and delivery 
of – renewable energy.” Volvo recently declared 
that all their cars will be either electric or hy-
brid by 2019. The commitment to switching 
to 100 percent renewable energy is an import-
ant step in addressing the impact consumer 
companies have on the environment. Compa-
nies that have not made this same commitment 
may also feel pressured to do so as more and 
more influential companies take this step.

In 2017, President Donald Trump declared 
the official withdrawal of the United States 
from the Paris Climate Agreement. The United 
States was a part of 195 countries that agreed in 
2015 to use methods of peer pressure and vol-
untary action to reduce climate change. Presi-
dent Trump has decided to go through the for-
mal withdrawal process that will take four years.

Aside from removing the U.S from the Par-
is Climate Deal, President Trump is rescind-
ing climate regulations implemented under the 
Obama administration. One example includes 
the Clean Power Plan (CPP). The CPP was cre-
ated to limit the emissions from power plants 
as well as place regulations to manage methane 
leaks from oil and gas operations and “would 
have closed hundreds of coal-fired power plants, 
frozen construction of new plants and replaced 
them with vast new wind and solar farms.”

Media has redirected the attention of many 
American citizens from the primary cause of 
climate change, focusing on the individual con-
sumer to fix a problem they largely lack control 
of. By educating citizens through the CMR, the 
CDP is forcing companies responsible for the 
GHG in the environment to make a change. The 
RE100 initiative is also using tactics from the 
Paris Agreement to pressure other companies 
into assuming more environmentally friendly 
acts and reducing their contribution to the en-
vironmental GHG. If large steps are not taken 
to prevent the increase of global temperature, 
there will be drastic changes to the ecosystem as 
we know it. Citizens can indirectly help the sit-
uation by supporting politicians and companies 
that are actively fighting and pressuring others 
to join the initiative to reverse and prevent fur-
ther effects of human-induced climate change.

It is no surprise that college stu-
dents seem to always be in a con-
stant state of stress. With classes, 
homework, assignments, jobs, and 
other commitments, the workload of 
students can sometimes cause them 
to forget to take care of their mental 
and physical health. Finding time to 
de-stress and relax for a little while 
can seem almost impossible. Some 
Saint Martin’s students have found 
a way that enables them to find their 
Zen but also get credit for it; how-
ever, this is now being taken away.

Yoga classes at SMU have been 
a one-credit course for over 10 
years. Instructor Rebecca Traber 
has been teaching this class ever 
since she was a graduate student 
at Saint Martin’s University. Many 
have said that this class has helped 
in multiple aspects of their men-
tal health, but also benefited their 
body. Students who have joined 
the class usually return the follow-
ing semesters, or at least plan to. 

Traber starts the class by asking 
each student which part of their 
body they feel they need to stretch 
out or pay attention to. After hear-

ing everyone’s answers, she teaches 
stretches and postures to help stu-
dents in the areas that are crying 
for help. “Listen to your body,” 
is a common phrase of Traber.

“This class helps me as a person 
overall, because I apply what I learn 
in class, from breathing techniques 
to postures poses, in my every-
day life,” shares Cori-Ann Morio-
ka-Kam a returning yogi who has 
joined for two semesters. She had 
even planned to join for a third se-
mester. When hearing about the 
cancellation of the yoga class, her 
shock and disappointment was ev-
ident. “I was making my schedule 
around it for next semester and 
would always look for it in self-ser-

vice. Because it was a [course 
for credit] course, this pushed 
me to go to classes consistently.”

Not only did it devastate old-time 
yogis, but first-time ones as well. 
Tialynja Lewis on her first semes-
ter as a yogi explains how yoga had 
been a great help, not only for her 
physical state, but mental state as 
well. “If I hadn’t had yoga in my 
schedule this semester, I would 
have been way more stressed out 
about my other classes, believe me.” 

For many students who attend 
the yoga class, this was the one 
place outside of desks, textbooks, 
and homework that they could 
go to for solace and peace. “The 
class teaches me to help myself 

and better myself, and that’s a 
beautiful feeling that I don’t want 
to be away from,” says Lewis. 

Morioka-Kam explains how the 
benefits don’t stop there, “Along 
with helping my health, it also al-
lows me to meet people in dif-
ferent majors and years, who I 
would not have met without taking 
yoga together. It builds communi-
ty while still being a strong class 
that advocates for mental health.”

This class being an accredited 
course helped with attendance and 
motivation to get up and de-stress. 
The course promotes peace and re-
laxation within yourself with sim-
ple things such as breathing. Some 
students have said that because you 
earned credit from the class, it’s 
like being rewarded for taking care 
of yourself. You go to the classes, 
participate, earn credits, and reward 
your mind, body, and transcript.

Saint Martin’s University stu-
dents are left hoping that the de-
cision of removing yoga class 
as an accredited course will be 
changed and that it can nama-stay. 
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Students enjoy 2-3 hours a week of relaxing yoga sessions in the REC. 
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Dear Kianna, I’m having some 
trouble “fitting in” and making 
friends in college. I always feel 
like an outsider and have a hard 
time building solid relationships 
with others. Do you have any ad-
vice? -Feeling Socially Outcast

Dear Outcast, I want to applaud 
you for your bravery in sending in 
this message. Talking about fitting 
in and being accepted by others can 

often be difficult to discuss. I get it. 
I totally understand what you are 
saying and hear where you are com-
ing from. We all want to be liked 
and cherished by our peers, and this 
can be especially difficult when be-
ginning college or being placed in 
new social situations (i.e. a new job, 
school, living environment, etc.) 
And, even if it’s not your first year 
in college or you didn’t begin a new 
job, it’s still totally normal to expe-
rience feeling left out or excluded. 

In fact, for three out of the four 
years of high school, I really res-
onated with the exact feelings 
you described in your letter. I al-
ways struggled with wanting to 
“fit in,” whether this meant ath-
letically, academically, or social-
ly. This is quite common and by 
having conversations with my 
high school peers, I realized I was 
not alone when it came to the pur-
suit of inclusion and friendship. 

In high school, I remember eating 
lunch in our cafeteria with individ-
uals I didn’t even really desire to be 
hanging around. But, out of fear of 
sitting by myself and looking like 
a complete “loner,” I always found 
some table to sit at. There even were 
moments when these individuals 
were disrespectful or treated me 
poorly, yet my fear of being left out 
was so consuming that I still chose 
to sit by them at lunch time. I was so 

focused on my image and what oth-
ers would think of me if I sat by my-
self or didn’t sit with the “popular” 
groups, that I ended up experienc-
ing a lot of difficult lunch situations. 

By the time my senior year of high 
school rolled around, I had gained 
something great. Confidence. It 
helped that I was at the top of the 
food chain as a senior, but several 
other factors also played a role in the 
development of confidence within 
me. As my faith and relationship 
with Christ grew throughout my 
high school years, I began placing 
more of my trust in Jesus and start-
ed to learn how to see myself and 
others through the eyes of Christ. 

So, what did this mean for me? 
Yes, I wasn’t ever going to be “pop-
ular,” or liked by all my peers, es-
pecially because I had no desire to 
join along with the groups of indi-
viduals who wanted to party and get 
drunk all the time. If being popular 
meant I had to get completely wast-
ed, popularity was simply not worth 
it for me. Through prayer, Jesus 
helped me discover my true worth 
and beauty as an individual, which 
will never be dictated by what oth-
ers think of me or whether I “fit in.” 

So, my first piece of advice for 
you: Don’t ever change yourself 
or compromise your beliefs just to 
“fit in” with others or be well-liked. 
It’s much easier said than done, but 

make an effort to develop confi-
dence within yourself. Pray and ask 
the Lord for help, and I promise, I 
know from personal experience, 
that he will come to your assistance. 
Finally, during my senior year of 
high school, I wasn’t so afraid to 
sit by myself at times. And, I real-
ly started to branch out and meet 
new friends who brought out the 
best in me and were positive influ-
ences in my life. I no longer sat by 
groups of people that brought neg-
ativity in my life or felt pressured 
to hang with the popular crowd.  

My second piece of advice: Take 
time to invest in solid friendships. 
Try to look for individuals who 
share common interests, beliefs, 
hobbies, and most importantly, who 
encourage you to be the best person 
you can be. The right friends and 
right people will come with time 
and patience. Start having conver-
sations with others and taking part 
in new clubs/activities to meet peo-
ple. But, most of all, be confident 
in yourself. The secret to confi-
dence is self-love. If you don’t love 
yourself or view yourself through 
the eyes of Christ, who loves you 
more than you can ever imagine, 
the confidence will never come. So, 
take charge, have faith, and trust 
in yourself and Jesus. God Bless. 

Merry Christmas--but wait, before we talk about 
Christmas, we have to take a look at the important 
liturgical season that comes before Christmas. 
Advent, or the season of preparation for the birth 
and coming of Jesus Christ, marks the beginning 
of the liturgical year for the Catholic Church. Ba-
sically, it’s New Year’s for the Catholic Church. 

On Sunday, Dec. 2, 2018, the first of the 
four weeks of Advent officially begins. Each 
of the four weeks symbolizes a distinct theme 
or message. Perhaps you have seen an Advent 
wreath that is decorated with four candles, three 
purple and one pink. Each of these candles 
also represent a specific theme for the week. 

Let’s begin with the first week of Advent, 
starting Sunday, Dec. 2. A purple candle, which 
symbolizes penance, reminds us to prepare our 
hearts for the coming of Christ. The theme for 
this week is hope, or the anticipation of Je-
sus’ coming. The first reading for this Sunday 
comes from Jeremiah 33 and states: “The days 
are coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill 
the promise I made to the house of Israel and 
Judah.” Making way for the arrival of Christ, 
the Gospel message from Luke 21 reads: “Be-
ware that your hearts do not become drowsy  
from carousing and drunkenness and the anx-
ieties of daily life, and that day catch you by 

surprise like a trap.” With the hope of Christ 
entering the world, we not only celebrate his 
birth, but also prepare our hearts for his sec-
ond coming. As Christians, we are invited to 
examine our own lives and reflect on these 
truths and the ways in which we are living. 

The second week of Advent, starting Sunday, 
Dec. 9, is also represented by a purple candle. 
The theme for this week is faith, which reminds 
us to not only trust in Christ and his coming, 
but to remain faithful to him in our everyday 
lives. The second reading for this Sunday comes 
from Philippians 1: “And this is my prayer: that 
your love may increase ever more and more 
in knowledge and every kind of perception, to 
discern what is of value, so that you may be 
pure and blameless for the day of Christ.” Faith 
in Jesus is the act of believing without see-
ing, of trusting without fully knowing, and of 
consecrating oneself to the heart of our Lord. 

The third week of Advent, Sunday, Dec. 16, 
is represented by a pink candle, which symbol-
izes joy. By preparing our hearts for the com-
ing of Christ on Christmas, there is great joy 
to be found. Mindful of the joy of Jesus’ com-
ing and the joy of his birth, we are invited to 
spend time reflecting on the joy of Christ in 
our hearts, which is the theme for this week. 
The Responsorial Psalm from Isaiah 12 pro-
claims: “Cry out with joy and gladness: for 
among you is the great and Holy One of Israel.” 

The fourth week of Advent, Sunday, Dec. 23, 
marks the final days before Christmas. Repre-
sented by a purple candle, the theme for this week 
is peace, which describes Christ, the Prince of 
Peace, who is to come. Our savior not only brings 
true peace but will act as the salvific light in our 
broken and imperfect world. The Responsorial 
Psalm comes from Psalm 80: “Lord, make us turn 
to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.” 

This Advent season, we each are invited to 
look into our own hearts and prepare the way for 
the coming of Christ. By reflecting on the dis-
tinct themes for each of the four weeks of Ad-
vent, we can be more open to receiving Jesus, 
the light of the world, into our lives. Here are 
some questions to reflect on this Advent sea-
son: Am I living my life the way Christ wants 
me to live? How am I bringing about goodness 
in this world? Am I serving others? How can 
I better prepare my heart, mind, and soul for 
Christ? Do I truly believe in Jesus and his plans 
for me? Am I living with sincere faith and trust? 
How can I deepen my relationship with Christ?

Wishing you all a blessed Ad-
vent season and a very Merry Christ-
mas. May our Lord be with all of you.
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It all began in the year 1939, when 
the man who would later change his 
name to Stan Lee was hired as an 
assistant at Timely Comics to fill 
inkwells for the artists, fetch their 
lunches, proofread their work, and 
remove the penciling from their fin-
ished works. Born Stanley Lieber, 
the comic master had the dream of 
becoming a writer since childhood, 
and his debut came in 1941 under 
the pseudonym “Stan Lee” in “Cap-
tain America Foils the Traitor’s 
Revenge,” the third issue in the 
“Captain America Comics” serial, 
as a text filler. He had been embar-
rassed, not wanting to associate his 
real name with the low social status 
that comic books had at the time. 
However, this didn’t stop him from 
chasing after his dream and his work 
only grew, co-creating characters 
such as the Destroyer from “Mystic 
Comics,” and Father Time in a later 
issue of “Captain America Comics.” 

Later in 1941, when Joe Simon, 
editor for Timely, and his creative 
partner Jack Kirby left Timely, Lee 
was installed as the interim editor 
at the age of 18. Lee proved him-
self a natural to the work, and so 
Martin Goodman, owner of Timely 
Comics, kept him as editor-in-chief 
for the publishing company. The 
next year, however, Lee entered the 
United States Army as a member 
of the Signal Corps during World 
War II. The Signal Corps were men 
charged with replacing various 
communications equipment, in-
cluding telegraph poles, but was lat-
er transferred to the Training Film 
Division where he wrote manuals 
and training films, and sometimes 

worked on cartooning. According 
to Lee, his military classification 
was “playwright,” and that only 
nine men in the U.S. Army had 
received the title. Lee returned to 
Timely Comics, though at the time 
was commonly known as Atlas 
Comics, at the end of his military 
service in 1945, taking back his 
former position with the publisher. 

At the end of that decade, how-
ever, Lee found himself losing that 
passion he held for writing comics, 
and became dissatisfied with the 
work he had been putting out in var-
ious genres from romance to west-
ern to medieval adventure and even 
to horror. Filled with displeasure, 
he went so far as to even consid-
er quitting the field of comic book 
writing all together. But late in the 
year 1950, what is now widely con-
sidered the “Marvel Revolution,” 
revitalized Lee’s passion. Julius 
Schwartz, editor for DC Comics at 
this time, had brought new life into 
the superhero archetype. He brought 
in great success with an updated ver-
sion of the superhero speedster the 
Flash, and would later do the same 
with the prominent DC superhero 
team- the Justice League of Amer-
ica. Lee’s wife, the British-Amer-
ican model and voice actress Joan 
Boocock, suggested that he write 
and experiment with stories he 
wanted to do, since he was planning 
on leaving and had nothing to lose. 
Lee took this advice, and together 
with Kirby at the request of Good-
man, created the Fantastic Four.

Going from ideal to flawed, from 
perfect to naturalistic, Lee and Kir-
by brought a new kind of superhe-
ro to the comic book stage, and it 
showed a massive and immediate 
success. The company now known 
as Marvel would find further suc-

cess in the creation of the Hulk, 
Iron Man, X-Men, Doctor Strange, 
and all leading up to Marvel’s most 
successful character in Peter Parker, 
the Amazing Spider-Man. With the 
creation of “The Avengers” super-
hero team, Lee and Kirby revital-
ized both new and old characters, 
which in turn further cemented the 
shared universe they and many oth-
ers had created. The Marvel Revolu-
tion didn’t end there, however, as it 
spread beyond the pages of the com-
ics to the readers. Lee encouraged 
communication between Marvel 
and its fans. It was his goal for fans 
to think of the creators of the comics 
they loved as friends. It was success 
to him when they would receive let-
ters addressing the creators by their 
first name instead of “Dear Editor.” 
It was during this time he started us-
ing his famous motto: “Excelsior!” 
on promotional copies of “Stan’s 
Soapbox,” his monthly column.

In the 1960s, Lee perfected what 
has become coined as the “Mar-
vel Method,” brainstorming an 
idea with the artist, preparing a 
brief synopsis, and letting the art-
ist determine page count and the 

panel-to-panel storytelling. After-
wards, Lee would fill in the word 
balloons and captions, and oversee 
lettering and coloring. This meth-
od had been used by other comic 
studios before, but it was a meth-
od Lee perfected to great success 
and brought more of a collabora-
tion between writer and artist in the 
comic book creation. This would 
last until 1972, after many more 
superhero creations and additions 
to the superhero archetype, when 
Lee would take over the company 
as Goodman’s successor. After this, 
he stopped writing monthly issues 
to fully adopt the role as publisher.

Lee has done a lot for comics, 
from the encouragement to tackle 
social commentary, to the issues 
facing the representation of the 
LGBT community, and to indirect-
ly influencing reformation of the 
Comics Code Authority to allow 
more content freedom for creators. 
However, one cannot write about 
Lee without mentioning the Mar-
vel Cinematic Universe (MCU). 
Arguably his greatest legacy in film 
and the ultimate culmination of his 
work that was decades in the mak-
ing, the MCU has broken box-of-
fice records, shattered expectations 
from “Iron Man” to “Avengers: In-
finity War,” and redefined the po-
tential of a massive film franchise 
with excellent adaptation work.

And so, Stan, you leave us at a 
time when many other unique stars 
of the brightest light are leaving us, 
among them David Bowie, Christo-
pher Lee, Carrie Fisher, and so many 
others who help shaped our culture 
and defined what is means to be an 
individual with the drive to fulfill 
our dreams. Though our hearts are 
saddened with your passing, we 
can only say one thing: Excelsior!

The fifth annual Multicultural Carnival was an 
exciting celebration of cultural diversity at Saint 
Martin’s University. The carnival showcased 
cultural displays, a wide array of activities, and 
performances by SMU students. The carnival 
aimed to create an experience of the sights and 
sounds of the different countries and cultures 
represented at SMU. The event took place in 
the Norman Worthington Conference Center on 
Nov. 13 from 6:00-8:00 p.m., and was sponsored 
by Office of International Programs and Devel-
opment (OIPD) and ASSMU. OIPD works with 
partner institutions to help SMU students and 
their foreign counterparts spend time at anoth-
er institution, immersing themselves in another 
culture. The office also sponsors summer tours, 
either non-credit or for class credit. In these in-
stances, students often stay with host families, 
getting a true taste of another culture. OIPD also 
sponsors trips led by esteemed SMU faculty and 

staff member. Students have the option to reg-
ister for a class before they go abroad to gain 
knowledge and context for their trip. SMU also 
has sister universities where students from our 
sister schools can come to study here and our stu-
dents are able to go and study at that institution. 

The Multicultural Carnival was the largest 
event during International Education Week. It 
was a chance for international students and our 
campus’ cultural clubs to share their culture with 
the rest of the SMU community. The carnival 
also had performances from students from dif-
ferent clubs. Some of the performances featured 
music from different cultures that entertained 
onlookers and fellow performers. ASSMU Vice 
President, Larissa Kolasinski, attended and thor-
oughly enjoyed the event. “The music in other 
languages was entertaining and great to listen to. 
I really enjoyed the Saudi Arabian Student Alli-
ance, [which] had some great hot food. They usu-
ally have great food every year,” said Kolasins-
ki. The event featured a photobooth and a cake 
to celebrate different cultures coming together. 

One of the most important parts of the Mul-
ticultural Carnival is that it gives students the 
chance to learn about things and places that 
they might not otherwise learn about. It is cru-
cial for SMU students to educate themselves 
about the different experiences and lifestyles 
that they might normally see in their every-
day lives. Learning about others helps global-
ize our outlooks on other cultures and people.  

Kolasinski found that “It was important for stu-
dents to learn about other cultures and be glob-
ally aware in our modern society. It is a chance 
to all come together as a community for a fun, 
casual event.” OIPD on the fourth floor of Old 
Main is the office that handles all study abroad 
inquiries. They often organize events to bring 
students together that are studying abroad at 
SMU and students that permanently attend SMU. 

Overall, the Multicultural Carnival is a well-
known, popular event that is a hit every year. 
Not only is it a fun event for students and faculty 
alike, but it brings people of all cultures together, 
which is an incredibly important factor for all. 

Our goal as a staff is to provide you with a news-
paper that is accurate and objective. If you notice 
any inaccuracies or details that need to be correct-
ed anywhere in the issue, please feel free to let 
the Belltower know by emailing or contacting any 
of the staff. We want to be able to provide you all 
with information that is as concrete and credi-
ble as we can make it. In order for this to become 
possible, we are inviting feedback from the read-
ers to be able to improve our upcoming issues. 

Email us at Belltower@stmartin.edu
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Stan Lee, the man who inspired generations 
through the work he loved
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Samantha England
Staff Writer

In memory of Stan Lee: Marvel’s greatest superhero

OIPD celebrates 5th annual Multicultural Carnival
Katherine Pecora

Staff Writer
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• Everyone is invited to submit Letters to the Editor (LTE) in response to previously published material, or about things not in the paper. All LTE’s 
will be responded to either by personal response or in print in the Belltower as space allows.

• All letters must be signed by the author to be published. Names can be withheld upon request of the author and at the discretion of the Edi-
tor-in-Chief (EIC).They must have some credible contact information (email, telephone number and/or address) for notification and verification.

• The Belltower reserves the right to edit the letters for length and grammar. 
• Letters of questionable taste will be evaluated by the Editorial team and in applicable situiations will be voted on and handled as the team sees fit.
• Letters of questionable origin will not be published until confirmation of the author has been made.
• As time permits, writers of letters wil be contacted for confirmation.
• The Belltower reserves the right to not publish letters deemed libelous, obscene, in poor taste, or otherwise unfit to print. The EIC will make this 

final decision upon consultation with the Editorial team and the Faculty Adviser.
• The Belltower reserves the right to print a selected number of LTE’s. The EIC makes this decision on a case-by-case basis.

Letters to the Editor


