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     This year, the Associated 
Students of Saint Martin’s 
University (ASSMU), added 
five new senate positions: 
Senators of Business, Educa-
tion, Engineering, Arts & Hu-
manities, and Pure Sciences. 
If these names sound familiar, 
it is because each one corre-

New Senators. Left to Right: Laryssa Smith, Shelby Hoover, Cory Roberts, Sarah 
Scharke, Chris Myers. 

ASSMU 
Welcomes five new Senators

     The ceremony for Saint 
Martin’s “Engineering Initia-
tive,” launched this year on 
July 19, celebrating the move 
toward destroying the pre-ex-
isting tennis courts and con-
structing a groundbreaking, 
Engineering building. 
Rumors have been floating 
around that the tennis courts 
may be getting built as well, 
but when and where?
Director of Facilities Alan Ty-
ler, said discussion of replac-
ing the tennis courts has oc-
curred, but there has been no 
word about a budget or a pro-
jected timeline. 
     “The new courts will be by 
the Rec center with similar ap-
pearance,” said Tyler. 
He said that the new courts 
may be covered to facilitate 
year-round use, but is not cer-
tain. 
     As for the new Engineering 
building, $7 million will go 
toward features such as solar 
control and panels, building 

systems as learning tools, and 
indoor and outdoor labora-
tories.  The project site work 
started on August 16, 2010. 
The building will be adjacent 
to the O’ Grady Library, pro-
viding a “quadrangle” for the 
students, staff and faculty to 
use the open field as a gather-
ing place.
     Other promotional infor-
mation has been provided 
through the university’s web-
site, enclosing the anticipated 
completion date (Fall 2012) 
of the project along with time-
lapse videos that are updated 
online every 5 minutes of ev-
ery hour. 
 Has Saint Martin’s re-
ally considered those who uti-
lized the courts? 
 An anonymous survey 
was conducted by the Bell-
tower staff to receive feed-
back from the students about 
the situation. In order to avoid 
skewing the data, the survey 
was given to pre-requisite 
classes such as UNI 101, HIS 
141, and MTH 171. A total of 
95 students participated, 65 of 

which were upperclassmen. 
Results of the survey showed 
the majority of students who 
took the survey never utilized 
the tennis courts while some 
currently play tennis leisurely 
or for a team. About half of 
the students knew when the 
engineering building would be 
completed, but many did not 
know about the idea of recon-
structing the tennis courts else-
where on campus. All partici-
pants said they do not know if 
or when the tennis courts will 
be rebuilt. 
     Many of those who an-
swered the survey also extend-
ed their opinions on the mat-
ter. Many are excited to see 
the completion of this building 
while some questioned why 
the university created a new 
building solely for engineers.  
Many thought it was unjust to 
abandon plans of rebuilding 
the tennis courts. 
“Can’t they do the construc-
tion of the engineering build-

ing and the tennis courts at 
once?” said Sophomore Seijun 
Kanazawa.  
     Kanazawa is part of the 
Academy of International 
Education (AIE) program, 
along with 41 other Japanese 
students. Only 31-years-old, 
this independent program not 
only serves to improve Eng-
lish skills, but to improve hu-
manity.  The main method of 
reaching this goal?  Tennis. 
     Kanazawa and his peers 
would play tennis every day 
on the courts, and on Fridays, 
they would go to the Bally 
Total Fitness club in Olympia 
and receive tennis lessons.
     AIE program students were 
initially skeptical about play-
ing sports, but realized many 
benefits along the way, such 
as developing community. Ac-
cording to the British Journal 
of Sports Medicine playing 3 
hours of tennis weekly low-
ers blood pressure and stress 
levels, increases problem solv-

ing skills based on geometry 
and physics, and offers a great 
workout. 
     “Playing tennis changed 
[our] vision,” said Kanazawa. 
Today, the AIE students ac-
commodate by practicing ten-
nis in front of Burton Hall. 
Some play every morning be-
fore class. 
     There are alternative op-
tions available. Although not 
listed in the student handbook, 
all SMU students, with their 
student ID card, have access to 
the College Recreation Center 
on the Evergreen State College 
campus, but only recreation 
classes are offered, along with 
swimming courses and hiking 
trips. Tennis is not offered at 
Evergreen. 
     Next Fall, Saint Martin’s 
campus renovation will im-
prove its community for cur-
rent students, staff, and fac-
ulty and future Saints to come.  
Hopefully, this renovation in-
cludes new tennis courts. 

Carlos Monteblanco
Staff Writer

sponds to a different depart-
ment within the university. 
     ASSMU President, John 
Hew Len, and Vice-President, 
Sancha Elvado, said last year’s 
ASSMU senators voted to add 
these positions after students 
voiced their concerns about 
the lack of connection between 
the students and their depart-
ments. Len and Elvado said 
the positions are meant to be a 

way for students to communi-
cate issues and receive advis-
ing help through the medium 
of the student government. 
     The new Senators are: Chris 
Myers, Senator of Business; 
Sarah Scharke, Senator of Ed-
ucation; Cory Roberts, Sena-
tor of Engineering; Shelby 
Hoover, Senator of Arts & Hu-
manities; and Laryssa Smith, 
Senator of Pure Sciences. 
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10: Discussion Series (TUB) 7pm
11: Learning a New Language   
 (HH116) 12pm
       Etiquette Dinner (NWCC)  
 6-9pm
12: Study Abroad Info Discussion  
 (HH116) 12pm
17: $10 Flu Vaccines at the   
 Health  Clinic (Burton   
 Hall) 1-4pm
18: Academic Success: 
 Self-Advocacy Lecture  
 (HH116) 12pm
      Health Science Osteopathic  
 Physicians Info Session  
 (HH115) 6:30pm
19: Studying Strategies: Science  
 (HH116) 12pm
      SMUFE Info Meeting and   
 TPA (OM441) 12-1pm
20: Medical School Admissions  
 Info Session (HH117) 6pm
      Bingo Night (TUB) 7pm
22: FHC’s Isang Buwan (TUB)  
 5:30pm
      “Halo-Halo Ween” (HH   
 Lounge)
      Night Jam (Rec Center) 11pm
24: Discussion Series (TUB) 7pm
25: STEM Career Fair (TUB)   
 1-3pm
       Advising 101 and Beyond   
 (HH116) 12pm
26: Chemistry Club Bake Sale   
             (Outside Dining Hall) 
 11am-2pm
       Advising 101 and Beyond   
 (HH116) 12pm

27:Calculators are your Friend   
(HH116) 12pm 
      Sigma Tau Delta’s R.Y.P.P. (HH  
 Lounge) 6pm
      Open Mic Night (TUB) 7pm
28: Halloween Dance (TUB) 9pm- 
 Midnight
29: Kid’s Club Halloween Party  
 (TUB) 11am-1pm

November
1: Business Career Fair (TUB)  
 1-3pm
    Exploring Majors and Careers  
 (HH116) 5pm
2: Commuter Lunch (TUB)   
 11:30am-1pm
    Exploring Majors and Careers  
 (HH116) 12pm
     Day of the Dead (TUB) 7pm

*ALL MONTH LONG*

ASSMU Meetings every Thursday  
 @ 11am
Magic Club Meetings every Wed @  
 6pm
Spanish Tutoring (LWC) M/W/F  
 12-1pm
French Tutoring (LWC) M/W/F  
 1-2pm
Japanese Tutoring (LWC) Mon.  
 3-4pm and Thurs. 11am- 
 noon and 4-5pm

WHAT TO DO IN 
OCTOBER?
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Four Saints running for 
Miss Thurston County

    Siham Al-Tamimi is a ju-
nior at Saint Martin’s Uni-
versity studying Civil En-
gineering. She was born in 
Yakima, WA and has lived in 
Thurston County for the past 

six years. If Al-Tamimi could travel any-
where sahe said she would go to Alaska to 
see the Northern lights. 
    Al-Tamimi’s Miss Thurston County plat-
form is to spread awareness for helmet use 
in equine activities. She herself rides hors-
es participating and eventing and stadium 
jumping equine sports.
    Something about Al-Tamimi that you 
would not guess is that she has an auto im-
mune disease and does not watch TV.

    Mallory Arnold is a junior 
Psychology major at Saint 
Martin’s this year. Her career 
goal is to become a counsel-
or after she is finished with 
her schooling. Arnold says 

her friends would describe her as com-
passionate and trustworthy.  To relax she 
loves to play the piano and just lay back 
and watch movies. 
    She says her older sister, LaReina De-
Lay, is her role model. She volunteers with 
the Search and Rescue team. Arnold says 
her sister is a great mother and wife as well 
as “a pretty awesome sister, and a great 
friend”. 
     Arnold’s platform for the Miss Thurston 
County Pageant is Donate Life America, a 
not-for-profit alliance of national organiza-
tions and state teams that promote organ 
donation.
    “A family friend’s granddaughter was 
diagnosed with a rare liver disease as an 
infant . . . [and] this summer, through the 
organ donation process; she was given a 
new liver and a new chance at life.” Arnold 
said when talking about her platform. 
    An interesting fact about Arnold is “Al-
bert Einstein and Benjamin Franklin have 
been found in [her] family tree,” she said.

    Lilia Bahena is a senior 
at Saint Martin’s University 
and is majoring in Business 
Management. Her career 
goal is to “become a lawyer 
of an FBI agent” as well as 
open her own business.  Bahena was born 
in Los Angeles, CA and has lived in Thur-
ston County for the past two years. Some-
thing you would not guess about her is that 
she has never had a boyfriend.
    Her platform for the Miss Thurston 
County Pageant is to spread immigration 
awareness and to support undocumented 
education. Bahena wants “the private and 
public sectors to begin a private scholar-
ship program for undocumented students 
who do not qualify for financial aid” and 
she wants to inspire Washington state po-
litical officials to propose a bill similar to 
the Dream Act which assists alien students 
in reaching their educational goals.
    At home, Bahena has a donkey named 
Angelina, 26 chickens, a dog named Dish 
and a cat named Snuggles. With her mom 
as an inspiration, Bahena continues her 
education and her faith in Jesus.

    With the goal of a doc-
torate in Psychology, sopho-
more Megan Briggs is a girl 
with a goal to help change 
lives. Her career goal is to 
be a counselor for troubled 
youth and young adults. She says her 
friends would describe her as “a caring, 
funny, and kind person with high energy.”
    Her platform for Miss Thurston County 
is Child Abuse Prevention, Awareness, 
and Victim Advocacy. Briggs says that she 
wants to “talk with children [who] are fac-
ing or have faced abuse [and provide] in-
spiration” to them to rise above adversity. 
    An interesting fact about Briggs’ family 
is that her “great aunts (Lillian and Doro-
thy Gish) were silent movie stars, and [her] 
great grandpa Briggs was a winner of the 
golden gloves.”

On Saturday, Oct. 22, 2011 at 5:00pm at the North Thurston Performing Arts Center, 
these girls will all be competing for the 2012 Miss Thurston County crown. Tickets are 
available online at www.missthurstoncounty.org, through any of the above contestants, 

and also at the door.

Saturday, October 22, 2011 @ 5pm
North Thurston Performing Arts Center

for the crowning of our
2012 Miss Thurston County!

Tickets are available at:

http://www.missthurstoncounty.org/

Also they may be purchase by any of the contestants and are available at the door.

Brittany Tennant
Layout Manager
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     The Office of Housing and Resi-
dence Life opened its doors to a record 
498 students this fall, bolstered by the 
University’s largest residential sopho-
more and international student popula-
tions and third largest first-year class. 
In response to those record numbers, 
we proudly unveiled a renovated Baran 
Hall which now features a full kitch-
en, game room, prayer space, wire-
less internet, study lounges, computer 
labs, and a 70” television in the Great 
Room. Elsewhere, a convenience 
store was established in Parsons Hall, 
new fitness equipment was installed 
in Spangler, and computer resources 
were expanded throughout the halls. 
     With respect to personnel, an ex-
panded team of 15 Resident Assistants 
completed three weeks of training in 
August, led by second-year profession-
als Ella Shepherd and Parker Owens. 
As always, the RAs are available to re-
spond to residents’ needs and welcome 
feedback pertaining to everything 
from community building to facili-
ties concerns. Having participated in 

     You may have noticed that there are 
many articles being written on higher 
education today primarily reflecting 
the mood of the economy. Among the 
recent articles that captured my atten-
tion were “Get Smart About College,” 
published in The Wall Street Journal, 
and “The University Is a Black Hole: 
The Crisis of Data in College Admis-
sions,” published in The Atlantic. 
Some quick takeaways from both piec-
es include: stay in college, understand 
how you will pay for college, know 
more about your field of interest and 
possible careers, consider college an 
investment and treat it as such, and fo-
cus on the long-term value your educa-
tion will play in your career and life.
     Saint Martin’s provides many op-
portunities for you to explore while 
you learn. Take advantage of all that is 
afforded you while you are here. Most 
importantly, take advantage of intern-
ships, practicums, service trips and 
co-curricular activities. You will find 
networking with friends, colleagues, 
businesses and other organizations a 
great way to get ahead in life and your 
career.

     Today’s political climate is rife with 
different conceptions of leadership, 
usually conflicting and never satisfy-
ing.  As the next presidential election 
looms on the political horizon, where 
for a time we see these different con-
ceptions on a daily basis, it might be a 
good time for us to reflect on the mean-
ing of leadership and consider what 
being a quality leader is all about.  In 
fact, it might be a great time for stu-
dents to consider becoming a leader 
themselves.    
     If you have ever asked yourself 
whether you have what it takes to lead 
others with compassion, purpose, and 
vision, the Division of Student Affairs 
of Saint Martin’s University offers any 
student the opportunity to pursue lead-
ership certification through the newly 
designed Benedictine Leaders Pro-
gram (BLP).  Rooted within the Bene-
dictine, Catholic tradition, BLP (now 
beginning its second year) examines 
the various approaches and practices 
of leadership by bringing together the 
institutional values of faith, reason, 
service, and community with the stu-
dent’s own leadership philosophy.  As 
the mission of the program reads:
     The tradition of Saint Benedict is 
the foundation and framework of the 
Benedictine Leaders Program and 
places a particular emphasis on integ-
rity and moral courage.  The program 
focuses collectively on the foundation-
al principles of faith, reason, service 
and community while at the same time 
encouraging participants to examine 
their own values.   
     At its heart BLP encourages students 
to become thoughtful, mindful, and re-
flective leaders in their specific leader-
ship roles within the broader campus 
community.  Yet it compels students 
to think beyond these roles to the more 
complex social, cultural, and political 
problems facing our world—it asks 
students to consider what leaders must 
do to effect social change and promote 
justice.  Students also become aware 
of the many skills that make leaders 
effective.  Through a variety of work-
shops, students develop the skills that 
relate to their specific leadership roles 
on campus or inform their major area 
of study.    
     Whether you are interested in be-
coming a student leader on campus, 
whether you want to throw your hat 
into student politics, or whether you 
want to bolster your major with leader-
ship training, BLP is the best place to 
start.  Workshops begin in mid-October 
and continue into February, culminat-
ing in the Annual Community Leader-
ship Summit, Saturday, February 18th.  
For more information, contact the Of-
fice of Campus Life or visit their web-
site at stmartin.edu/campus_life/.          

joint training with the Office of Public 
Safety, RAs are working more collab-
oratively with Safety Officers and will 
soon be sharing desk operations with 
them. To increase both our service to 
students and their safety, hall lobbies 
will now be staffed by Safety Officers 
beginning at 11:00pm, and residents 
and guests will be expected to present 
their IDs or guest passes upon entering 
the buildings after that time.
     Should you still see room for im-
provement (and we hope that you do), 
know that the Residence Hall Council 
is up and running under the direction 
of its President, Casey Riedeman. The 
group meets weekly and residents are 
encouraged to contact their Hall Rep-
resentatives with any questions or 
comments they may have for RHC re-
garding their residential experience. If 
you’d like further information on RHC 
or the Office of Housing and Residence 
Life, in general, please contact us at 
(360) 412-6163. We would be happy 
to answer your questions and we value 
your feedback.

 The Benedictine 
Leaders Program:  

A leadership 
program for any 

student

Roy Heynderickx
President

Tim McClain
Director of Housing and 

Residence Life

John P. Hopkins
Associate Dean of Students

Take 
advantage of 

college 
opportunities

Residence life opens 
doors to 

record numbers

*Must show your current  student ID card to 
receive discount 

Open Mic Night Saturdays 

Come join us for nights filled 
with music and fun! It’s an open 
mic, so bring anything you would 
like to share! This means come-
dians, musicians, poets, writ-
ers, you name 
it! If you don’t 
have anything 
you would like 
to share, 
come for a great time, great cof-
fee and great entertainment!  

Across from Fred 
Meyer on Pacific Ave 

NEW EXTENDED HOURS: 
Mon-Tues: 5am-6pm (café open until 5pm) 

Wed-Fri: 5am-9pm (café open until 8pm 
Sat: 6am-9pm (café open for mic night from 6pm-9pm)  

Sun: 6am-6pm (café closes at 4pm) 

STUDENT 

DISCOUNT* 

50¢ off your purchase! 

Call us at: 
(360) 923-0973 

Olympic Crest Coffee Roasters 

4211 Pacific Ave SE 
Lacey, WA 98503 
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     We all have those moments we 
wish had never happened, the ones 
where time travel would be superbly 
convenient. These moments are com-
monly referred to as ‘awkward mo-
ments’.  Even the word to describe 
the moments is a bit discomfited, but 
it will have to do. 
     The college campus is a breed-
ing ground for all things awkward.  
The moments will sneak up on you 
and create hideous, socially scarring 
scenes that will stay with you for 
immeasurable amounts of time. Or 
maybe you’re lucky and whatever it 
was is considered simply comic at 
your expense, and it will blow over in 
a week or two. 
     From the first day, college fresh-
man are practically set up for awk-
wardness. Whoever thought that we 
should pack up all our personal items 
and then proceed to let random up-
perclassman move us in at ungodly 
hours of the morning had to have 
been seriously deranged and knew 
the oodles of comic value ‘move in 
day’ had to offer the world. 
     And then we have roommates... 
The conversation probably went like 
this:
     Random Faculty Member #1: “I’ve 
got it! Let’s have the entire freshman 
class fill out this less than informative 
worksheet about random inapplicable 
things and pretend to match them up 
with someone who has similar an-
swers! And then we can force them 
to live in a 12x12ft box for an entire 
school year…I’m so smart it hurts!”
     Random Faculty Member #2: “Pure 
Genius….That is all. Let’s do it!”
     We should be able to major in 
awkwardness in college, or maybe 
we could make it an intramural sport? 

Either way, we college freshman are 
highly skilled in awkward moments; 
we’re masters of the very institution 
of awkward. At least we get some 
pretty good stories to tell once we 
get out of here; you can’t really ar-
gue with that. After talk of all these 
exceedingly awkward situations, I 
feel as though it would be rude not 
to share a few with you. So here they 
are, some very much appreciated sto-
ries of awkward moments from a few 
of our very own freshman Saints:

“My most awkward moment was when 
I walked into my dorm room to find out 
that my roommate doesn’t speak any 
English…”    
--Frankie Krause 

“My most awkward moment happened 
when I was sitting in my room playing 
video games with my door open when 
I see something move out of the corner 
of my eye, I then turn to find three guys 
in spandex Santa morph suits...I didn’t 
really know what to say?”
--Ryan McGrath
“My most awkward moment was ar-
riving to class fifteen minutes late 
and finding the door to my classroom 
locked, so I had to interrupt the class 
by knocking and the professor had to 
stop what he was doing and let me in.”
--Danielle Pecha

“My most awkward moment happened 
when I was working with my bio part-
ners and I called one of them by the 
wrong name a bunch of times before 
she finally corrected me…awkward si-
lence followed.”
--Zack Wilson

“My most awkward moment happened 
when my parents came to visit my 
dorm room. I had told then it was fairly 
quiet, and it had been up until their vis-
it. It just so happens that some people 

decided to have spandex relay races 
through the halls the night they came…
it’s safe to say they were surprised.”
--Alex Nelson

“My awkward moment was when I 
went to the student lit mass for the first 
time, and I spilled the concentrated 
wine all over me while I was receiving 
it. I thought God was going to smite 
me, and to make matters worse, there 
was a really hot guy standing right be-
hind me.”
--Grace Caruso

“My awkward moment happened 
when I walked into a class that had ap-
parently already started, though I was 
unaware, and when I sat down every-
one simply stared at me. Realizing the 
situation and my mistake, I hastily got 
up and got out of there as quickly as 
I could while trying to hide my face 
from all the upperclassman.”
--Leah Fisher

“My awkward moment came on my as-
cent up the stairs to old main for lunch. 
I was about halfway up when I realized 
the back of my skirt was tucked up un-
derneath my backpack, so my hind end 
was showing to the whole basketball 
team who were walking behind me. To 
make matters worse, I had to stand in 
line for lunch with them.”
--Laura Krupke

“My awkward moment was when I got 
unceremoniously chosen to sing on 
stage at a comedy show in the tub…I 
was completely thrown off guard.”
--Sam Womack

     Don’t worry, we’ve all been there. 
Thanks to all the students who had 
the gumption to share their stories, 
and good luck with your efforts to re-
press them!

Can you say awkward . . . ?
Alysa Aashiem

Staff Writer      Three rumors have been float-
ing around campus concerning our 
Evergreen friends over in Olympia. 
Can we use their pool? Check out 
their books? Take their classes? 
Well, here are the answers.
     The College Recreation Cen-
ter at the Evergreen State College 
is available for SMU student use, 
no strings attached. Just log in at 
the front desk with your up-to-date 
SMU ID, complete with that little 
red rectangle that says FALL 11,  
and you’re good to go.  
     They have, as mentioned above, 
an indoor pool, open from 7am-
9pm, with some swim classes from 
4-7pm. They also have a rock wall, 
racquet ball courts, and most of the 
same lifting equipment as Saint 
Martin’s own Charneski Rec Center. 
Outside, they have the basic fields: 
soccer, baseball, track, etc. They 
have tennis courts, too, for those of 
you who have been mourning the 
bulldozing of SMU’s. Inside, they 
have equipment checkout for most 
any sport, including a kayak.
     Evergreen also has some free 
classes that SMU students can join; 
a list of classes is posted on Ever-
green’s website which can be found 
at http://www.evergreen.edu/. 
     Their library is also a total-ac-
cess zone for SMU students. Your 
ID card gets you any book, article, 
CD or DVD they have. 
      Surprisingly, SMU students can 
take classes at TESC. However, it 
would have to be via a dual enroll-
ment set up on an individual basis 
because SMU and TESC do not 
have a partnership agreement with 
classes. 

     Have you wondered, “Why do the 
UNI courses do service projects?” 
Or, “They’ve done some pretty cool 
things the past few years, so what are 
they doing this year?” Most likely you 
have not, but if you think back to your 
freshman year, did you ask, “Why 
are we doing this?” If you did, it was 
probably in an “ugh” tone right? May-
be you ended up enjoying your ser-
vice project; maybe you did not, but it 
is never too late to get a new perspec-
tive on things. 
     Shawn Newman, co-director of 
First Year Seminar program, says the 
idea of the service project stems from 

the mission statement of SMU. It is a 
manifestation of the Benedictine val-
ues of faith, reason, service, and com-
munity. The choice of project is up 
to the students and professors. There 
ends up being a multitude of different 
projects going on, each with its own 
merits. 
Professors Newman and Porter’s 
classes entitled “Values, Beliefs and 
Actions”, along with Professor Ol-
son’s class, “Northwest Stories,” 
are following the “This I Believe” 
program. They have their students 
matched up with senior citizens from 
Panorama City, a local retirement 
community to write two essays. The 
first is about the seniors’ beliefs and 
the second is about what he/she be-
lieves. 

Professor Adams’ “Roadmap to Suc-
cess” class is following the same pro-
gram with seniors at Jubilee Retire-
ment Community.
     Professor Moore and Hopkins 
have put their classes in small groups 
for their projects. Moore’s groups are 
making videos representing the values 
of Faith, Reason, Service, and a Bene-
dictine Community. Hopkins’ “Film & 
Philosophy” class, on the other hand, 
chose a service site to help them un-
cover questions of justice and ethics. 
     Professor McKain’s “International 
Perspectives” class is raising money 
throughout the semester, and pos-
sibly year, for the Chris Elliot Fund. 
Their activities will include selling 
coffee and tea, as well as other vari-
ous fundraisers. The Chris Elliot Fund 

supports research and awareness for 
Glioblastoma Brain Cancer.
     Other classes are working with 
others in the community to complete 
their projects. Professor Joiner’s “Pop 
Culture” students will work with In-
ternational students, while Professor 
Edwards’ “The Musical Experience 
class will work with a musical organi-
zation. Father Pratt’s “Dreams, Yours 
and Others” class is working with 
Campus Ministry for multiple proj-
ects. 
     Other professors have not yet cho-
sen a service project, or have students 
doing individual projects.  T h e 
UNI course service projects will help 
the freshman of SMU get involved in 
the community and live out the Bene-
dictine values.

UNI 101:
Helping the community

Rae Pennock
Staff Writer

Saint 
Geoducks!

Hana Cahill
Staff Writer
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   Later this month, the SMU Chorale will have a unique opportunity to 
sing in one of the best acoustical venues in the Northwest, and you have 
the opportunity to listen. The concert will be a collaboration between the 
Abbey, Campus Ministry and the Chorale, celebrating the sacred heri-
tage of our school. 
     The songs will be a mix of classics, gospel, and pop, but each one will 
bring another element of the sacred to the performance. The songs will 
be broken up by spiritual, poetic, historical and biblical readings done 
by students and faculty. Father Peter, Saint Martin’s Chaplain, and Brian 
Suda, the Associate Campus Minister, will be the writers and monitors 
of the readings. 
     There will be a preview rehearsal on Friday, Oct. 28 at 12:15pm. The 
concerts will be Oct. 29 at 7pm and Oct. 30 at 2:30pm. All performances 
are in the Abbey church.
     The Chorale also has the opportunity to sing at the Olympia Union 
Gospel Mission on Oct.22 with The Beat Goes On. The tickets are avail-
able at olytix.org, and are $23, $25 and $28. All proceeds go to a den-
tal benefit for the homeless and those without healthcare in the Greater 
Olympia Area.

Hana Cahill
News Editor

Sacred Music 
in the Abbey

 If you went to the tail-
gate party held on Saturday Sep. 
17 during Saint Martin’s home 
soccer game, then you have the 
Rotaract Club to thank. With the 
intent of spreading the meaning 
of the club and increasing atten-
dance at club meeting and activi-
ties, the club set up the tailgate 
to get the word out to the pub-
lic about their club, mission and 
fundraising. A new club with a 
growing membership, the col-
legiate level of the high school 
Rotary Club, is gaining mem-
bership in the body of students 
rather quickly.
 Headed by senior Mary 
Fontenot and advisor Diane Bin-
gamen, the club has high hopes 
this semester. Having worked on 

Rotaract offers 
service opportunities

Tyler Skirmont
Guest Writer

Redesign Our Logo
That’s right everyone, it is time to flex your creative muscle.  The Belltower 
wants YOU to redesign OUR logo.  Be creative!  Use your imagination!  Just 
keep in mind that the logo has to fit at the top of the front page of the paper.

Turn in your design to jesse.lamp@stmartin.edu or through the newsroom door 
(Old Main 175) by Oct. 20 and we will choose the best design for November’s issue!

     When Skeeter Phelan, a strug-
gling journalist, proposes to write a 
book from the perspectives of African 
American maids in Jackson, Missis-
sippi, she knows she has a daunting 
and dangerous task in front of her.  She 
begins interviewing African American 
maids about their experiences working 
for wealthy white families. 
     Set on the stage of the growing civil 
rights movement of the 1960’s in tre-
mendously racist Jackson, the film The 
Help provides a touching portrayal of 
the human struggle to take a stand for 
equality. 
     Writer-director Tate Taylor brings 
Kathryn Stockett’s novel to the big 
screen, capturing the passionate per-
formances of Emma Stone as Skeeter, 
and Viola Davis and Octavia Spencer 
as the maids Aibileen Clark and Min-
nie Jackson, respectively.  From the 
onset of the story, when we learn that 
the African American maids raise the 
white children of wealthy Southern 
families, the movie draws the audience 
into the deeply personal characters.  
While Aibileen and Minnie struggle 
to support themselves and their fami-
lies, they put up with constant racism, 

chiefly depicted in the film by the white 
supremacist Hilly Holbrook, who is 
obsessed with passing a law requiring 
separate black-only bathrooms for the 
hired maids. 
     Bryce Dalls Howard’s portrayal 
of Hilly is chillingly vile, and Emma 
Stone’s performance as Skeeter is 
charming and motivated.   Although 
Skeeter does not show any character de-
velopment throughout the movie—she 
seems to always know what she wants 
and isn’t afraid of anything—her brav-
ery contributes to the main characters 
of the story, the maids. Both Aibileen 
and Minnie show real human struggles 
and expose the audience to a heartfelt, 
touching story that shows how just one 
person can start a chain reaction that 
changes other peoples’ lives complete-
ly, for better or for worse. 
     While the film is dominated by 
character stereotypes—strong and 
sassy Minnie, and Aibilieen, who is 
first scared to say anything but finds to 
courage to do so—it is carried by the 
performances of Stone, Spencer, and 
Davis, entertaining as well as inform-
ing. Rather than solely being a depress-
ing take on the reality of racism, The 
Help is uplifting and inspiring. 

Timea Talaber
Staff Writer

the Day of Caring and the Na-
tional Day of Service, the Ro-
taract club hopes to have more 
people show up to their meetings 
so students have a way to get in-
volved and begin to make a dif-
ference.  Events are planned that 
range from community service to 
fundraising.
 All events are open to 
members, and membership sim-
ply involves showing up to the 
meetings held in Harned 117 on 
Tuesdays at 11:30am. All majors 
are welcome, and Fontenot be-
ing an English major is proof.  
This year Rotaract hopes to dem-
onstrate that they are one of the 
many ways that students can be-
come involved on and off cam-
pus.
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A Review
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     While playing in the Colorado Chris-
tian tournament in Littleton, Colorado, 
the Saint Martin’s Women’s golf team 
finished third out of thirteen teams, 
and managed to shoot the second low-
est score of the tournament at 304 and 
also scored the second lowest round in 
the Saint Martin’s University Women’s 
Golf program history. 
     There were many personal records for 
the team during the Colorado tourna-

ment. Two of those were accomplished 
by Sophomore Mandy Wittmier. Wit-
tmier broke her previous eighteen hole 
score by one stroke to shoot a 79, as 
well as shooting even par on nine holes 
for the first time ever. 
     When asked how she thought the 
season was going to go, Wittmier said, 
“I think the season is going to go re-
ally well this year because everyone is 
working hard to improve their game.” 
     Coach Bob Grisham believes that 
this last tournament is only the begin-
ning of what this team can do. “I think 
our 304 is an indicator of what we’re 
capable of doing each time we go out 
to play, and it gives us a score to shoot 
for,” says Grisham. 
     The team will be graduating two se-
niors this year, Jennifer Kent who was 
awarded Newcomer of the Year for the 
2010/2011 season, and Karly Olsen 
who made Second Team all conference 
during last year’s season. 
     The next tournament for the Wom-
en’s Golf Team is Oct. 9 to 11 at West-
ern Washington University followed 
by the Hawaii Hilo Invitational on Oct. 
30 and 31.
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Women’s golf team
breaks personal records

Elizabeth Ferry finishing her swing 
after teeing up for the Saint Martin’s 
Women’s golf team

Matt Epstein at the Saint Martin’s 
tournament in Olympia Washington

     The men’s and women’s cross coun-
try teams have gotten off to a success-
ful start this season with a  win on the 
men’s and a third place finish on the 
women’s side at a meet hosted by the 
University of Puget Sound. Kyle Van 
Santen and Spencer Hunt finished 
first and second place while Joscelyn 
Minton took a first place finish for the 
women.  
     This gave the Saints momentum 
heading to their next meet, hosted at 
Lincoln Park in Seattle by the Univer-
sity of Washington. The men’s team 
placed sixth out of 21 teams with Van 
Santen placing third and Hunt plac-
ing fourth in the contest with times of 

24:42 and 24:50. Joe Burger, Joseph 
Patti and Frank Krause each had strong 
performances to help finish out the 
scoring for the Saints. 
     Minton finished 11th overall for the 
women with a time of 22:31, a personal 
record for the senior. Erika Copeland 
followed with a time of 24:46 and 
shortly behind her Lindsay Anderson, 
Kaitlynn Pecha and Ashley Llapitan 
finished out the scoring to give the 
Saints a 15th place finish. 
     The following week the Saints 
found themselves split on separate 
sides of the state. While hosting their 
home meet at Saint Martin’s Universi-
ty, Hunt, Van Santen and Minton went 
to Spokane, Washington to race in the 
NCAA preview meet. Van Santen fin-
ished the men’s in fifth place with a 

time of 24:35. In his final mile, Hunt 
experienced muscle spasms in his back 
and had to drop out. Minton managed 
a 47th place finish for the women with 
a time of 23:18. Both the men’s and 
women’s races had some of the top 
runners in Divisions 1, 2 and 3 from 
across the state and nation, with the 
women’s race having many elite divi-
sion 1 runners. 
     Back at home, without their top 
runners, the Saints struggled, and the 
University of Victoria posted first place 
finishes in both the men’s and wom-
en’s races with a perfect score. Patti, 
Berger and Krause finished within 13 
seconds of each other with Patti tak-
ing sixth overall. Alex Nelson and AJ 
Hendricks finished the scoring running 
30:01 and 34:32, respectively, giving 

the men a thirrd place finish as a team.  
In the women’s race, Copeland, Ander-
sen and Pecha finished 14-16th in the 
race, while Llapitan and Brittany Blake 
finished out the scoring for the Saints, 
who placed second. 
     In the offseason, the Saints were 
able to retool the team and add depth, 
signing four men and four women ath-
letes. The men’s side added Alex Nel-
son, Frank Krause, Guy Simpson III, 
and Joe Burger, while the women’s 
side added Lindsay Anderson, Brittany 
Blake, Jennifer Hickey and Beatriz 
Ramirez.
     On Oct. 22, the men’s and women’s 
teams start the championship part of 
their season with the conference meet 
in Yakima, Washington. 

Men’s and Women’s Cross Country teams off and running

Men’s Cross Country team warms up at UPS. Ashley Llapitin battling at Sundoger Invite hosted by The University of 
Washington

Men’s golf 
tees off

     The Saint Martin’s Men’s Golf 
team recently finished their sec-
ond tournament of the fall season, 
and despite the rain and wind, 
they managed to have a strong 
showing. The Saints finished in 
fifth place overall and only four 
strokes out of first place. After a 
slow start for the first round, three 
players came back to finish in the 
top ten for the tournament.

     On the par 71 course, Matt Ep-
stein shot a 79 the first day only 
to blast a 66 the following day, 
birdying the last three holes, to 
finish tied for 10th place. Zach Di-
etz’s first day score was 74, and he 
came back with a round of 71 to 
also finish tied for 10th. Freshman 
Patrick Whealdon, in his first col-
lege tournament, shot 74 on day 
one, and fired a 70 on day two to 
finish in sixth place overall. After 
only two tournaments, the team is 
30th in national rankings. Senior 
Matt Epstein has the lowest scor-
ing average in the GNAC with 
71.5, and senior Zach Dietz has 
the second lowest scoring average 
with 71.8.  
     Coach Kevin Bishop knows that 
it is early in the season, but he says 
he is “real pleased with the way 
[the team] started.” The Men’s 
next tournament is the Chico State 
Wild Cat Classic on Oct. 17 and 
18. 
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     Saint Martin’s women’s soccer team 
has been going through a transitional 
year, but head coach Rob Walker says, 
“this has been one of the funnest soc-
cer experiences I’ve had in a long, long 
time.” 
     With fourteen freshmen on this 
year’s team, there is tremendous poten-
tial. The team has played in some very 
competitive games against teams such 
as the nationally ranked Seattle Pacific 
University. While not always coming 
out with the win, they have demon-
strated some very good “on the ball” 
skills.
     In the Saints heartbreaking 1-0 loss 
against Central Washington University, 
Coach Walker said he was proud with 
the hard work that his players demon-
strated. 
     Freshman Hanna Massee has played 
in almost every minute of each game in 
her midfield role, and Walker says she 
is a “pleasant surprise.” 
     Other players who have been play-
ing very well include Freshman Kailey 
Fuegmann at center back and Fresh-
man Sasha Dini at wide mid field. Dini, 
assisted by Ashley Richardson, scored 
the goal that led the Saints to a 1-0 win 
over Simon Frasier University on Sept. 
29. 
     As the Saints continue their sea-
son, watch for this young team to start 
scoring goals and proving that they are 
an up-and-coming force in the GNAC 
conference.

Mary Fontenot
Staff Writer

Fresh faces for 
Women’s Soccer

 
     The men’s soccer team had a rather 
rough start this season, beginning with 
four regional matchup games. The 
team stayed competitive and came out 
with a record of 1-3, with a 1-0 win 
against UC San Diego on the road after 
getting blown out the game before. 
     Austin Kelly scored the lone goal 
in the contest in the 83rd minute off 
of a deflection by the UC San Diego 
goal keeper. The Saints then dropped 
the next two at-home games to non-
conference match-ups against Metro 
State University and Grand Canyon 
University.
     On Sept. 15 the Saints opened 
GNAC play against Montana State 
Billings, winning 2-1 in overtime play 
with Austin Kelly getting the overtime 
goal just 43 seconds into the overtime 
period. 
     Two days later, the Saints faced a 
similar situation at home against con-
ference rival Northwest Nazarene 
University as the game was sent into 
overtime. In the 98th minute, Brandon 
Scott threw in the ball and found Xan 
Nixon in front of the goal. He headed 
it in for the game winning goal in over-
time with his second goal of the day. 
     After that game, the Saints were 2-0 
in overtime games. Last season, they 

were 1-5 in overtime games. 
     The Saints dropped the next two 
games with an 0-5 loss at home to 5th 
ranked (nationally) Simon Frasier Uni-
versity, and a 1-3 loss on the road to 
Western Washington University.
     Despite graduating nine players, in-
cluding last season’s star goal keeper, 
Zac Lubin, the Saints brought back 
an experienced team that has a “very 
strong starting 11,” said Coach Rob 
Walker. They were also able to get six 
freshmen on the team to add depth to 

the roster.
     The Saints started October with a 
1-1 non-conference tie against Trinity 
Lutheran University at home, push-
ing their overtime stat to 2-0-1.  Play 
continues this month with two games 
against Great Falls University in Great 
Falls, Montana on Oct. 10 and 11 fol-
lowed by conference play on the road 
against Northwest Nazarene on Oct. 13 
in Nampa, ID.  

Cameron Grossaint
Sports Editor

Saints find a way to win
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The Men’s Soccer Team celebrates after Xan Nixon’s  (center)  goal against North-
west Nazarene University.

Charneski Rec Center Second Annual Fun Run/Walk
Through the lense

“ . . . a 35 minute easy run . . .” - Joseph Patti

“Team Island Pride” (above) Jade Olszowka, 
Anelise Cruz and (below) Michael Holland

Look Mom, no feet!

Limo go vroom . . .
 . . . two legged taxi 

Jesse Lamp
Editor-in-Chief

“The Extra’s” (left to right) Alita 
Pierson, Carol Overdeep and Jim 
Overdeep

Members of the Rotaract team chat 
after the race
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     On Sept. 11, 2011, ten years after the tragic events of 9/11, Saint Martin’s University 
held a day of community service in commemoration. The Sunday afternoon was hot and 
humid, yet more people showed up to perform hard manual labor than Campus Ministry 
had anticipated. 
     Participating in this day of service was Dr. Hartman’s biology class, Dr. Hill’s UNI 101 
class, the Hawaiian Club, Dr. Juan Flores, and Campus Ministry, along with a collection 
of random volunteers. The community service project was to remove elder trees from the 
Retention Pond on Abbey Way. 
    Typically, one would think of PLANTING trees as being a service, not removing them. 
However, elder trees by the pond have been causing serious problems for the wildlife in 
the waters. The trees cause a negative effect on the oxygen levels.
     In corporation with the City of Lacey’s Water Resources Division, volunteers worked 
to pull out the trees. The group of staff, faculty, and students were given gloves, tools, and 
wheelbarrows, and got to work. There were two basic jobs: pulling out trees and transport-
ing trees via wheelbarrows. Finally, all those years of tug-of-war paid off.
     Some volunteers were using the tools, and cutting or pulling up trees with precision. 
Others were full-on tackling the trees, shouting “ninja-kick” as they hurled themselves at 
their target. One group had a rather scary, yet amusing, run-in with a snake, while all of the 
groups of workers successfully managed to not step on the cute, little frogs hoping around. 
     The atmosphere on the 10th anniversary of 9/11 could have been filled with sorrow, 
and the physically demanding work could have easily caused people to complain. Instead, 
everyone had fun and made their tasks enjoyable, and a sense of camaraderie was shared 
amongst all of the volunteers.     

  
Anna Minor
Staff Writer

Pulling trees to help 
the SMU community

     Students at Saint Martin’s can study abroad in a variety of 
countries to experience local culture, learn something about them-
selves, and make new friends. This summer, Becky Gorlin, a se-
nior Accounting major from Anaheim, California, traveled to Ire-
land for six weeks. 
Gorlin says she decided to study in Ireland because she has fam-
ily in Dundalk which is about an hour north of Dublin. During the 
first week of her stay, Gorlin says she stayed with her family, tour-
ing around their hometown and the surrounding area. She visited 
an Irish pub and club and watched her cousins play Gaelic football 
and hurling. A highlight of her trip, she says, was visiting the town 
where her great-grandfather grew up. 
     After saying good bye to her family, Gorlin explored Dublin 
and London with a high school friend. To travel over to London, 
Gorlin took the largest ferry in the world. While touring London, 
she watched matches at Wimbleton, went to Parliament, and saw 
the palace guards. However, she says the best part of her trip was 
seeing renowned author, Jane Austen’s house. 
     “I’m a Jane Austen fanatic,” she exclaims. 
     When Gorlin returned to Ireland, the studying leg of her jour-
ney began. For the last four weeks, Gorlin traveled to Cork to 
study with the Butler group. Among the forty-three students in 
her group, Gorlin met a family friend, which she says was very 
interesting. While studying with the group, Gorlin participated in 
many activities such as Irish dancing in the park, going to the zoo, 
bowling, clubbing, and visiting the Guinness factory. She also 
took an Irish language class. Gorlin also attended Catholic mass 
in Ireland, which she recalls was very short: twenty minutes being 
the shortest and forty minutes the longest. There is a clock in the 
church, she says, because people want to get out faster.
     “There are three places I want to go to in the world,” she pro-
claims, “Ireland, Jane Austen’s house, and Pompeii, Italy. And I 
got to go to two of those places on this trip. It was an experience I 
will never forget.” 

Student Abroad 
in Ireland

Timea Talaber
Staff Writer

BT: Why is Sigma Tau Delta interested in NaNoWriMo?

Graves: We are encouraging people to participate in NaNoWriMo 
because it relates to what STD is about. As an organization, “STD 
strives to promote interest in language and literature, both in creative 
and critical writing.” It is important that people know that schools 
and organizations are not just about praising academic or scholarly 
works, but that they also place an emphasis on the energy and flow 
of creative pieces.

BT: Are there going to be any Sigma Tau Delta meetings?

Graves: We hold meetings every other week. For now, we are hold-
ing them on Thursdays @ 7 pm in Harned Hall. At some point, we 
will be having an open-house, where anybody can come to the 

meeting and see what’s going on.

BT: When is the application for STD due?

Graves: The application is due October 28, 2011.

BT: How is STD doing NaNoWriMo?

Graves: We are keeping it fairly unofficial. Typically, 50,000 words 
of an original novel, written in a month, is expected of each par-
ticipant. Not all of the Sigma Tau Delta members are participating 
though; we are doing this as more of an encouragement and support 
for writers to try something different, something fun.

Sigma Tau Delta supports 
National writing month

  Sigma Tau Delta, the English Honors Society, is supporting students getting involved in November’s National Novel Writ-
ing Month, where aspiring writers take on the challenge of writing 50,000 words, or 1,667 words a day, for the thirty days of 

November.
     In a written interview, Amber Graves, the President of Sigma Tau Delta, gave the Belltower some information about the 

English Honors Society’s involvement with National Novel Writing Month, or “NaNoWriMo.”

Anna Minor
Staff Writer

Photo courtesy of Susan Leyster
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     Sakura Fujimoto is among the 
new international students who came 
to Saint Martin’s from Japan this se-
mester. She is a sophomore study-
ing economics at Kobe International 
University, and would like an interna-
tional job where she can use English. 
Fujimoto decided to study in America 
because she wanted to further her Eng-
lish skills. 
     Coming to Saint Martin’s was not 
Fujimoto’s first trip to America, how-
ever, having been to Utah when she 
was a high school student. “I wanted 
to challenge myself again,” she says, 
stating her reasons for returning to the 
United States. “My school has an inter-
national exchange program. I decided 
on America because my teacher said 
it is a good place to practice English.” 
Fujimoto heard about Saint Martin’s 
through her peers at Kobe, who told 
her about the wide variety of people 
attending Saint Martin’s. 
     Upon arriving in Lacey, Fujimoto 
says that there were hardly any stu-
dents on campus. She recalls being 
worried about making friends and who 
her roommate would be. “I couldn’t 
understand English very well,” she re-
members. “Then, I was very worried.” 
However, once the new student orien-
tations started, Fujimoto became more 
at ease, and had a chance to practice 
her English, though she notes that the 
transition to Saint Martin’s life was 
difficult. 
     “I miss Japanese food,” she says, 
longingly. “When I was in Utah, I did 
a homestay, so then I ate American 
home-cooking. I could eat many veg-
etables, but here I have to eat meat a 
lot.” Despite these setbacks, Fujimoto 
is enjoying her time at Saint Martin’s. 
“I went to Seattle, and I went to the 
dance party in the TUB,” she says. 
     Her favorite class at Saint Martin’s 
is reading. The class is reading and an-
alyzing Harry Potter, which Fujimoto 
had already read in Japanese. “It is dif-
ficult to read in English,” she remarks. 
“There is difficult vocabulary.” 
     Overall, Fujimoto is enjoying life 
at Saint Martin’s, and looks forward to 
volunteering and participating in more 
campus activities. 

Timea Talaber
Staff Writer

A good place 
to practice 

English

     For the last three years, Campus Ministry has been taking groups of students to Portland for the weekend. The Immer-
sion trip was started after Abbot Neal gave Susan Leyster, the Director of Campus Ministry, the suggestion “that the Down-
town Chapel... would be a good location for an Immersion,” said Leyster. Portland was the chosen destination because, 
as Leyster stated, “It is close enough to go for an overnight [trip] and far enough that the students feel they are in a new 
environment and can focus on our Immersion.”
     While in Portland, the group stays at the Downtown Chapel in Old Town between China Town and the Pearl District. 
While there, the students are “challenged to respond to poverty and diversity with love, rather than fear,” and they are 
“asked to see the living person of Christ in each person who walks through the doors of the Downtown Chapel,” Leyster 
continued. 
     This year, the pre-orientation trip had four new students and four returning students. For the December trip, there will 
be many different students, returning students, freshman, transfers, and international students as well. 
     When asked details about the trip, Leyster described the Immersion as being “focused on the Catholic Social Teaching 
of Hospitality (not devoted to “doing for” others; rather, its focus is on “being with” others), through the act of serving, and 
fellowship.”
     The trip happens twice every semester, and there is also a pre-orientation trip. The next trip is planned for December 9 
through 10. For more information on the December trip and other trips, visit the Office of Campus Ministry, located in Old 
Main room 201. 

     Bianca Galam sits behind an L-
shaped, golden brown, wooden desk, 
busying herself with computer data 
entry and folders filled with important 
documents. In the corner of her office 
cubicle sits a poster of renowned Iron 
Chef, Mario Batali who will be fea-
tured at this year’s President’s Gala. 
     “The Gala is Saint Martin’s an-
nual black-tie celebration [which] has 
many purposes: raising awareness 
of the University, and rais[ing] funds 
for student scholarships and programs 
of Saint Martin’s University,” said 
Galam, the Gala Administrative As-
sistant. The event will consist of a cu-
linary demonstration by celebrity chef 
Mario Batali along with a dinner menu 
full of Batali’s recipes and a silent and 
live auction. 
     Galam, who is a 2011 graduate 
of Saint Martin’s University, gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Arts in Busi-
ness Administration, concentrating in 
Management, and also with a minor in 
Religious Studies. Since graduation, 
she has been hired as the Gala Admin-
istrative Assistant, a job in which she 
“sends out emails, does all of the data 
entry, and answers the phone.” She 
also “provide[s] support for the Gala 
Event Coordinator, Valerie [Fluetsch], 
and the Gala committee,” said Galam. 
     Getting a job just four days after 
graduation, not to mention a job that 
pertains directly in Galam’s career 
path, was just one of her post-gradu-
ation accomplishments. Another was 
“making my first payment on my stu-
dent loans, without my parents’ help,” 
she said with a smile. 
     Besides working full-time, Galam 
has also been hired to plan a wedding. 
It is her first job as an aspiring event 
coordinator. She hopes to become an 
experienced event planner with the 
possibility of owning her own event 

planning business, or perhaps continu-
ing on to Graduate school to earn her 
Master’s degree in Non-Profit Man-
agement. 
     Galam, who hails from Kihei, Maui, 
Hawaii, came to Saint Martin’s because 
her parents thought it would be in her 
best interest. “My dream was to go to 
a huge, state university like Washing-
ton State University, but mother knows 
best, right? Of course I had the option 
to transfer, but I chose to stay at SMU 
mainly because of the people I was sur-
rounded by both in and out of the class-
room,” says Galam. 
     “The friends I've met while at Saint 
Martin's are some of the best people I 
know. Actually, they're more like my 
brothers and sisters. My professors 
were great! I was not the most enthu-
siastic student (I didn't raise my hand 
much; not for lack of knowledge —I'm 
just shy!), but my professors were al-
ways kind –even when I got a bad 
grade,” she said. 
     Besides the people, some of Galam’s 
fondest memories come from her ex-
perience of living on campus in Par-
sons Hall. “There was never a dull mo-
ment that year,” she reflects. But like 
any other college student, Galam had 
her share of challenges. One in par-
ticular was fighting off homesickness 
throughout all her years at SMU. She 
says that laughter is the best medicine, 
so she advises students to surround 
themselves with good people, the type 
of people who can make you laugh. 
Another challenge came up during her 
last two years at SMU. 
     “I found myself feeling over-
whelmed; I was/am the type of person 
who LOVES to take on more than one 
can handle,” said Galam, “[but] just re-
member: even superheroes can't do it 
alone. So get a sidekick, or five! Or just 
ask for help.” 
     Now as an alumna, Galam reflects 
on the university’s mission: “to prepare 
you to lead a life of purpose, service, 

and compassion.” 
     “As a student, we don’t pay much 
attention to the mission [and] goals of 
the University.  Little do we know that 
everything we partake in embraces this 
statement and works toward fulfilling 
the mission,” she says. “My experienc-
es at SMU have inspired me to always 
do good. My advisors at SMU always 
told me that the things I did had a pur-
pose.” Galam ties this back into her 
work as the Gala Administrative Assis-
tant. “I enjoy the fact that I am working 
for an event that ultimately benefits the 
Saint Martin's community. This com-
munity has given so much to me, and 
I can only hope what I am doing is my 
way of giving back,” she comments. 
     But that is not enough for Galam. 
Her way of giving back to the SMU 
community extends beyond her cur-
rent task. Galam also said that if she 
were to ever become a millionaire, she 
would love to donate monetarily…af-
ter she pays off her debts.  So for any-
one who works for the Phone-A-Thon, 
do not call her just yet! But all joking 
aside, Galam said, “One thing I know 
I can offer as an alumna is my sup-
port, whether it’d be as an employee, 
volunteer, [or] advisor. I am not openly 
opinionated nor am I a woman of many 
words, but I do hope to do great things 
in my career. I hope that those things I 
do as a Saint Martin’s alumna will in-
spire a student to believe that nothing 
is impossible.” 

Where are they now: 
An alumna profile, giving back to the SMU 

community one event at a time

Natasha-Amber Sensano
Staff Writer

Kenzie Long
Managing Editor

Campus Ministry goes to Portland
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     The Prayer for Peace occurred on 
Sept. 9, 2011, two days before the tenth 
anniversary of 9/11. 
      “Once it came to the attention of 
Campus Ministry that the tenth anni-
versary of 9/11 was approaching, we 
felt the need to have some sort of rec-
ognition of that,” said Brian Suda, As-
sociate Campus Minister.  “We need to 
show our desire for peace in a way that 
would attempt to broaden the accepta-
tion of the ‘other’ while widening our 
circle of compassion,” he said.
     The series of 9/11 related events 
began with the presentation of the 
film “My Name is Khan”. As Suda 
explained, “The movie is about a man 
with multiple identities.” He said, “he 

recognizes he is an Indian, a man with 
Asperger’s, and a Muslim. The movie 
is framed as a love story, however we 
chose “My Name is Khan” because of 
the theme about how people respond to 
the other, with fear and contempt. How 
this man meets people’s negative reac-
tions with kindness and understanding 
is what we were hoping would cause 
an ongoing discussion of our own 
treatment of others and the other.” 
     The Prayer for Peace, held during the 
week of remembrance, was a response 
from Catholics to 9/11, though every-
one was welcomed to attend. Breaking 
down barriers in the pursuit of peace is 
one of the ideals inherit to the Prayer 
for Peace. The Prayer for Peace cham-
pions the search and attainment of 
peace on all levels, starting with the 
personal and growing from there. The 
Prayer for Peace advocates a true and 

 While the mainstream media of 
the United States is bombarded with the 
constant view of extremists and terrorists, 
the Interfaith Lecture Series, coordinated 
by Jesse Lamp, hosted three visitors from 
the Islamic Center of Olympia who came 
to share their faith with the student body. 
With three Sunni Muslims, Brother Joseph 
“Yusef” Webster and Sisters Rokaih Van-
sot and Heather Maryam, and also having 
a Shi’a Muslim Brother Mustafa Ali, any 
question that was asked seemed to receive 
an answer that gave a sense of enlighten-
ment to everyone in the room. 
 As the seats in Harned Hall room 
117 filled, the room was packed with peo-
ple by the time the seminar began. When 
Brother Yusef stood to take the floor, he first 
noted that he was only a conduit from mul-
tiple scholars and was not a scholar himself. 
This was an impressive statement, espe-
cially considering that he not only spoke the 
longest, but also the most in-depth on the 
background about the spirituality of Islam.
 Many Americans, it seems, tend to 
view Islam as a radical religion that preach-
es violence, but Islam itself is based upon 
the Arabic word, Salaam, which means 
“peace.” Brother Yusef drove home many 
points of what beliefs are shared between 
Islam and the other two Abrahamic reli-
gions of Judaism and the multiple Christi-
anity sects, referring to how Jesus’ virgin 
birth is found along with his mother Mary 
in the Qu’ran.
 The two sisters then spoke about 
preconceived notions and stereotypes of 
Islam. Sister Heather Maryam spoke about 
the ways Muslims are viewed in the soci-
ety, bringing up events that have occurred 
since 9/11. Sister Rokiah Vansot spoke on 
the way the Hijab, or women’s head scarf, 
is viewed by the public, stating strongly that 
the simple piece of cloth is her choice and 
not something forced upon her. She spoke 
about the laws banning women from wear-
ing the Hijab in France and about a young 
girl beaten for wearing it. 
 When asked about the series, 
founder and coordinator Jesse Lamp said, 
“The Interfaith Lecture Series began [as] an 
attempt by a college student who never had 
the dorm experience, [and was] removed 

The Interfaith 
Lecture Series presents:
“An Intro to Islam”

genuine peace. The hope for this peace 
comes from love and respect. 
     On Sept. 9, Prayer for Peace started 
shortly after Midday Prayer and the 
transition was smooth. Within the Cha-
pel it was quiet and calm. The bright 
sunlight filtered through the stained 
glass making the Chapel glow. 
     The Benedictine Tradition is one 
of hospitality, which anyone can see 
when they walk into the Chapel. At 
Midday Prayer, Suda kindly greeted 
me, and during Midday Prayer Brother 
Bede helped me find where to turn to in 
the guest books-a true demonstration 
of Benedictine hospitality. 
     Father Peter, Saint Martin’s Uni-
versity Chaplain, stressed the impor-
tance of peace, especially because of 
the “terrible events of ten years ago” 
and talked about how “peace must start 
in our own hearts. To find peace within 

the world, we must find peace within 
ourselves,” he said. 
     This Prayer for Peace, purposefully 
placed before September 11, was re-
spectful. The atmosphere was serene, 
contemplative, and hopeful. The im-
portance of peace and of forgiveness 
was touching to anyone who attended.
     Susan Leyster, Director of Campus 
Ministry, said that, “Father Peter did 
a wonderful job. Brian’s [Suda] mu-
sic was wonderful.” Suda said, “The 
Prayer for Peace went very well. It was 
low-key, short and sweet. It was heart-
felt, which is most important.” 
     Sunday was the ten year anniversary 
of 9/11. The call of service was the pin-
nacle of the 9/11 inspired memorials. 
To reach out and help others in remem-
brance of the tragedy is a beautiful sen-
timent which hopefully did not come to 
end on Sept.12. 

Anna Minor
Staff Writer

Tyler Skirmont
Guest Writer

Week of 9/11 Remembrance
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Above: (left to right) Sisters Maryam and Vansot and Brother Webster answer questions from the 
audience.

Below: Attendees listen as Yusuf Webster discusses the beliefs of Islam.

Photos by Jesse Lamp

from the current college crowd, to find a 
niche in the student body.” His main focus 
was on uniting diversity, but he “found that 
what seemed to be most underrepresented 
on campus was religious diversity.” His 
goal with the series is “to promote an under-
standing of 'the other' as it pertains to reli-
gion.” Lamp stated that “the series attempts 
to invite guest speakers from the local area 
with diverse religious backgrounds to speak 
on and inform the Saint Martin's Commu-
nity of their belief system.” 
Last year, that is exactly what happened. 
“The first [lecture] focused on the need for 
interreligious dialogue, presented [by] Saint 
Martin's own religious studies professor, Dr. 
Ian Werrett. The second lecture focused on 
the Benedictine Catholic background of the 
University.” The third lecture concentrated 
on “Buddhism, with Blaine Snow from the 
Office of International Programs and Devel-
opment [speaking] on Tibetan Buddhism, 
and Richard Miles, a Zen Buddhist Priest 
from Olympia's Open Gate Zendo.”
 Counting last year as a success, 
Lamp looks forward to a promising year, as 
this year’s “opener” had 51 attendees, and 
the schedule ahead is hoping to look into 
Baha’i, Judaism, Native American Spiri-
tualism, possibly Scientology, and perhaps 
even a council of leaders from various 
Christian denominations.
  Lamp and Mike Vandehey, who 
will be taking over the role as coordinator 
in the spring, are coordinating a promising 
season of lectures this year. 
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Jon Hew Len
Position: President
Major: Criminal Justice
ASSMU goal: For ASSMU to be even 
more established on campus and to get 
more students involved.

Sancha Elevado
Position: Vice President & Chair of Ju-
dicial Committee
Major (Minor): Accounting  (Religious 
Studies)
ASSMU goal: To educate the student 
body as well as ASSMU officers about 
ASSMU bylaws and policies.

ASSMU Executives and Senators. From Left to Right. Back Row: Tyler Calvi, Laryssa Smith, Jon Hew Len, Cory 
Roberts, Christina Krawiecki, Sarah Meyers, Adama Seck, Chris Myers. Front Row: Shelby Hoover, Wenzie Aguiran, 
Sancha Elevado, Cherish Tom Sun, Mackie Chan, Sarah Scharke. 

Wondering where to find these people? ASSMU’s headquarters is located in the 
TUB. They can usually be found in the computer center, and their office hours 
are posted on the window. 

Every Thursday at 11:00, they hold their weekly meeting. Afterward, there is an 
open forum for any student with issues. “We encourage all students to come to 
meetings,” said President Jon Hew Len. 

*Information on Executives and original Senators were from the Involvement Fair, courtesy of Sancha Elevado

Judicial Committee
Chair: Sancha Elevado
Description: Looks at the constitution and bylaws of new clubs.

Elections Committee
Chair: Wenzie Aguiran
Description: Runs elections for next year’s senate.

Financial Committee
Chair: Tyler Calvi
Description: Looks at financial proposals and is also in charge of budget. 

Social Justice Committee
Chair: Adama Seck
Description: Started last year, this committee is in place to support under-repre-
sented students.

International Committee
Chair: Mackie Chan
Description: Started this year, it is similar to the Social Justice committee, but it 
was created specifically for international students.

Meet your
ASSMU

representatives

Wenzie Aguiran
Position: Executive Secretary & Chair 
of Elections Committee
Major (Minor): Psychology (Sociol-
ogy)
ASSMU goal: To figure out/have a 
more established ASSMU elections 
process and increase student involve-
ment/awareness with ASSMU.

Tyler Calvi
Position: Executive Treasurer & Chair 
of Financial Committee 
Major (Minor): Business with a double 
concentration
ASSMU goal: To increase financial or-
ganization within ASSMU.

ASSMU COMMITTEES

EXECUTIVES

Cherish Tom Sun
Position: Senator of Clubs 
Major: Business with a concentration 
in management
ASSMU goal: To unite all students at 
SMU through the various recognized 
clubs on campus so that we may inter-
act and grow as a community.

Mackie Chan 
Position: Senator of International Stu-
dents & Chair of International Com-
mittee
Major:  MA in Counseling Psychology
ASSMU goal: To get more interna-
tional students involved in the school 
and local community, to be a bridge 
between international students and do-
mestic students, and to understand the 
needs of both parties.

Adama Seck
Position: Senator of Cultural Diversity 
& Chair of Social Justice
Major:  Business
ASSMU goal:  Voicing the ideas and 
opinions of the diverse students at 
SMU.

Sarah Meyers
Position: Senator of Resident Students
Major (Minor):  Business (Psychol-
ogy)
ASSMU goal: To unify all the services, 
offices, and committees that help with 
resident students.

Christina Krawiecki
Position: Senator of Commuter Stu-
dents
Major: Undecided, focusing within the 
social sciences
ASSMU goal: To get commuter stu-
dents involved on campus. I want to 
show them how fun it is to be here and 
set up exciting things for commuter 
students to do between classes!
 

Chris Myers
Position: Senator of Business
Major (Minor): Accounting (Econom-
ics)
ASSMU Goal: To become a liaison 
between the business department and 
SMU’s business student population 
while releasing information on events 
and preparing new innovative ideas 
that Saint Martin’s University can cap-
italize on for future advertisement of 
their growing department.

Sarah Scharke
Position: Senator of Education
Major: Elementary Education concen-
trating in Special Education
ASSMU Goal:  To help the Education 
students have a wonderful experience 
in the college, and know if they have 
any issues, I am always here to help 
in the journey of becoming a teacher!

Cory Roberts
Position: Senator of Engineering
Major: Mechanical Engineering
ASSMU Goal: To increase involve-
ment by engineering students and de-
velop engineer specific activities/pro-
grams through ASSMU this year.

Shelby Hoover
Position: Senator of Arts & Humanities
Major (Minor): Psychology (Sociol-
ogy)
ASSMU Goal: To maintain communi-
cation between ASSMU and the school 
of arts and humanities.

Laryssa Smith 
Position: Senator of Pure Sciences
Major: Biology
ASSMU Goal: To unite students of the 
math and sciences, as well as provide a 
means of communication between stu-
dents and faculty.

Note: The Senator of Non-Traditional Students po-
sition was vacant at the time of the interview. 

SENATORS

Photos by Kenzie Long

Chairs of Committees. From Left to Right: Tyler Calvi (Chair of Financial Committee), Mackie Chan 
(Chair of International Committee), Wenzie Aguiran (Chair of Elections Committee), Sancha Elevado 
(Chair of Judicial Committee, Adama Seck (Chair of Social Justice Committee).

CULTURE, CLUBS & RELIGION



OPINIONS&EDITORIALG1
OCTOBER 2011 SAINT MARTIN’S UNIVERSITY

Becky Gorlin
Buisiness Manager

THE BELLTOWER STAFF
Our Mission:  As fellow students at Saint Mar-
tin’s University, our staff is constantly working to 
keep you  up to date on what is going on around 
campus, our community, and throughout the world.  
Our newspaper will provide information that is 
valuable to our campus and especially to students 
at SMU.  We will never back down from taking 
on any issue at our school and promise to give 
our best efforts to keep the community informed.

Editor-in-Chief:
Jesse Lamp 

Managing Editor:
Kenzie Long 

Advertising Manager:
Ryan Cullitan

Business Manager:
Becky Gorlin

Layout Manager:
Brittany Tennant*

Webpage Manager:
Sunnie Ha
Advisor:

Julie Yamamoto

Are you interested in writing 
for the Belltower?  

If so, we are accepting applications for 
writers throughout the year.  Send a re-

quest to our email and we will send YOU 
an application.  We are also accepting 
articles from student freelance writers.  
If you see something newsworthy, turn 

it in to a story.  If we print it, you will be 
paid for it.

For questions, comments, applications, 
submissions, or suggestions, send an 

email to 
Belltower@stmartin.edu,

Or drop a note though the door of the 
newsroom, 

OM 175

Role of the advisor: The advisor is a journalist, 
educator, and manager who is, above all, a role 
model.  The advisor’s ultimate goal is to mold, pre-
serve and protect an ethical and educational envi-
ronment,  not to monitor the final content of the 

student newspaper.

Staff Writers:

Joey Keeton
Mary Fontenot

Natasha-Amber   Sensano
Hana Cahill*

Cameron Groissant*
Rae Pennock

Alysa Aashiem
Carlos Monteblanco

Anna Minor
Caley Wiseman
Timea Talaber

*Column Editors

     Sept. 23, 2011 was United Way’s 
Day of Caring.  There were over 500 
volunteers working on 35 different 
projects around Thurston County, 
and I was fortunate to be one of 
those volunteers.  Susan Leyster, 
the Director of Campus Ministry, 
told me about this opportunity, and 
asked me if Homeless Backpacks, a 
non-profit organization I volunteer 
with, would be interested in partici-
pating.  We contacted United Way 
and were signed up to participate in 
the Day of Caring.  
     After much preparing, Friday 
came around and it was time to set 
up.  I love doing any kind of com-
munity service and this day was 
special because it brought together 
all of us who love to serve the com-
munity.  
     Students from St. Martin’s had a 
choice to participate in either potato 
picking or filling bags of food for 
homeless children.  Homeless Back-
packs provides food bags for about 
200 students per week, and this food 
allows the students to not go hun-
gry on weekends.  This organization 
provides food for all these students 
each week through the work of vol-
unteers; not a single person in their 
organization gets paid and all of the 
money that goes into the organiza-
tion comes from donations.  They 

have delivery volunteers, shopping 
volunteers and bagging volunteers, 
and on the Day of Caring, we took 
on these positions.  
     We met outside the TUB at 
12:45pm and nine of us met up with 
one of the board members who vol-
unteered her time to come help us.  
We put the bins of food on the table, 
pumped up the music and started our 
assembly line.  First we would grab 
a Zumiez’s bag, and fill it with the 
different foods, such as cans of ravi-
oli, popcorn, cookies, oatmeal and 
more.  In about an hour, we man-
aged to fill close to 250 bags. We 
had to stop because there were no 
more items to put in the bags.  
     After we cleaned up and recycled 
the empty boxes, we sat down and 
enjoyed three large pizzas which 
Dirty Dave’s pizza donated for the 
volunteers to enjoy.  The volunteers 
then discussed how wonderful it was 
to help and how lucky we all are in 
our own lives.  
     The day was a success and many of 
the students loved helping so much, 
they said they wanted to come back 
and volunteer again.  
     Homeless Backpacks is having 
another bagging party on Oct. 22.  
This time, SMU’s Rotaract is orga-
nizing the event and they are always 
looking for more volunteers.  As 
United Way says, we all must “Live 
United!”

Day of Caring:
Living United

     With each new endeavor, there is 
a learning curve.  Some curves are 
harder than others, and we each have 
to find a way to adapt to the new situa-
tions in which we find ourselves.
     As the new freshman class learns to 
become independent, the senior class 
prepares for life after SMU.  In high 
school, we stressed over SAT’s and 
now we stress over GRE’s.  I found 
myself against a learning curve at the 
beginning of this year as I stepped 
into the role of Editor-in-Chief of this 
year’s Belltower, but through hard 
work and the support of numerous 
people, I present to you the first issue 
of the 2011-2012 Belltower!
     For those of you who were readers 
last year, I hope that you will notice a 
few changes we are making and will 
continue to improve upon as the year 
progresses.  Already, in this first issue, 
we have included a calendar of events 
happening around campus throughout 
the next month.  We have also present-
ed the opportunity for four individuals 
on campus, people who have a direct 
impact on student life on campus, 
to speak directly to you, the student.  
Those people are University President, 
Dr. Hendrickxz; Dean of Students, 
Melanie Richardson; Director of Resi-
dence Life, Tim McClain; and Director 
of Public Safety, Howard Thronson.
     We are also working to better in-
corporate the student body into the 
newspaper this year through a series of 
initiatives:
 •  Accepting student-submit-

ted articles,
 •  Maintaining an updated 
webpage for the most up-to-date hap-
penings,
 •  Accepting, printing, and re-
sponding to Letters to the Editor,
 •  Increasing staff and newspa-
per size to accommodate more news, 
and
 •  Working directly with clubs, 
departments, and other offices around 
campus to ensure that, if there is news, 
you know about it.

     I am excited as I look ahead to this 
school year.  The Belltower has many 
goals set before it, but the most impor-
tant is working with you, the students, 
to ensure your needs are met.  So if 
you have story ideas, or concerns about 
what is going on around campus, have 
the writer’s itch and want to submit an 
article, or have something to say about 
what is going on at Saint Martin’s or 
something we have published, then 
feel free to let us know.
     Send your thoughts, opinions, 
and concerns to me by email at jesse.
lamp@stmartin.edu, or drop a letter 
through the newsroom door in Old 
Main room 175 (on the north end of the 
building, nearest the abbey).

     Thank you, and happy reading!   

     Jesse Lamp
     Editor-in-Chief

Whine and Dine: The participant-observer’s perspective

From the Editor:
A Year of New Endeavors

Jesse Lamp
Editor-in-Chief

     The annual “Whine and Dine” was 
held recently, and as always, it gave stu-
dents the chance to voice their opinions 
and concerns about what is happening 
around campus.  Events opened with a 
prayer led by Associate Campus Min-
ister, Brian Suda, then moved on to the 
most important part, food!
     In going to the event, I was curious 
about what students were concerned 
with, and to feel out the crowd for future 
stories.  Sadly, it seems that many of the 

students in attendance wasted their op-
portunity.  
     Many important concerns were brought 
up, such as the rise in health insurance 
costs, broken printers and computers 
around campus, problems with our food 
service, and questions about adding fam-
ily events for students with children.  But 
many students decided to ask things like 
why we do not have faster elevators in 
Old Main!  I may be wrong, but are most 
college students not in their late teens and 
early twenties?!  I will not lie, I use the 
elevators, but if I am in a hurry I use the 
stairs.
    The student body was given the op-

portunity to voice its concerns directly to 
the highest officials, faculty, and staff on 
campus, and many of the questions were 
trivial.  I am not sure how I would feel if I 
were the university president, a dean, or a 
member of the board of trustees and I had 
to waste my evening on trivial matters.
   Students, this is your chance to get an-
swers to the questions that have you up in 
arms in the cafeteria and you blew it.  I 
thank those of you who took the oppor-
tunity to voice real concerns.  Why ARE 
the Public Safety Officers in the residence 
halls at night?  Dean of Students, Mela-
nie Richardson gave you her answer, and 

I have assigned a writer to tackle that 
question for the November issue of The 
Belltower.  My question is why did I have 
to ask about fraternities?  All year, I hear 
complaints about how the administration 
is holding them back, but no one took this 
opportunity to ask the questions they have 
been asking each other all year long.
    This is the perfect forum for voicing 
your concerns, and it is an attempt on the 
part of ASSMU and the administration to 
show that the university cares about its 
students’ concerns, but it looks like we 
will have to wait another year before we 
discuss anything that matters.


