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Life on campus gets much easier
By Brandon Jones & Katie Hawkins
 Students living on campus for the past 
four years might remember that housing 
was a little tight, literally. Whether you 
were a freshman living in a Baran Hall 
dormitory with two other roommates, or a 
senior living in a Burton apartment with 
five other students, the problem was clear: 
There were not enough rooms to go 
around.
 This year, students have found a little 
more privacy and more space thanks to the 
new dormitory, Parson’s Hall. The new 
67,000 square foot structure is home to 
over 250 freshmen and a blessing to the 
SMU Housing staff.
   “There’s pluses and minuses to having 
a new dorm,” said Andy Aslaksen, 
Director of Housing and Residence Life. 
“It gives us more space. The challenges are 
just the fact of having a new hall. There 
are always small things going on.”
 Though there may be some minor 
inconveniences with the new hall as far as 
working out the kinks, it is a welcomed 
burden as compared to last year’s housing 
debacle.
 Last year, 40-50 students had to live 
off campus in hotel rooms and in the 
Dakota apartments on Pacific Avenue. 
Many students volunteered to live in 
luxury off campus, but some would have 
been more happy with the campus 
atmosphere.
  “It was a huge challenge because you 
had different populations of students at 
different places,” said Aslaksen. “Some 

students wanted to be there because it was 
physically away from campus. Other students 
wanted to be on campus.”
 Parsons has fixed most of these problems, 
but students still have some issues with on 
campus housing. One of those issues is the strict 
move in, move out dates set by  housing. 
Students are allowed two days to move in before 
classes begin. This may not seem fair, but 
Aslaksen insists that it is the norm at most 
schools, even though larger state schools such as 
the University of Washington and Washington 
State University both get a full week to move on 

campus. Smaller schools like Seattle University 
and Central Washington University both get 
three days instead of two for returning students. 
Two years ago, students at St. Martin’s only had 
one day to move in before classes began.
 “The move-in date used to be on a Sunday 
because classes used to start on Tuesday. When 
they  moved the date to Monday in 2006, it  took 
us a year to catch up.” 
 Another issue that arises from time to time is 
maintenance. The Housing staff tries to catch 
most maintenance issues towards the beginning 
of summer, but not everything gets fixed. see 
FIX on B1 Presidential search underway

By Belltower staff
 As the Saint Martin’s University  
community   mourns the loss of president-to-
be Bryan M. Johnston, faculty  and students 
move forward with the knowledge that ‘the 
show must go on.’ 
 The first of the three final candidates for 
the Saint Martin’s University presidency was 
announced by Richard Panowicz, Vice Chair 
of the Presidential Search Committee, on 
Wednesday, November 5. Eager members of 
the Saint Martin’s community waited to hear 
what the Dr. Daniel Lowery, Vice President of 
Academic Affairs from Calumet College of 
St. Joseph, had to offer at the Open Forum 
Presentation in Harned Hall.
 Dr. Daniel Lowery stepped up in SMU’s 
new lecture hall, expressing successful 
changes he has made in the past at Calumet 
College, and those in which he would like to 
make at Saint Martin’s University if he was 
voted into office. 

 He emphasized changes that he believed 
needed to happen at SMU, including our 
small endowment, small stream of external 
funding (making funding tough for a tuition 
dependent school, often resulting in a high 
level dependence on fees), and lack of faculty 
pay. He also expressed concern for SMU’s 
s e n s e o f i t s e l f a s a c o m m u n i t y .                   
 “This is all too common in higher 
education today,” Lowery  explained. 
“Administration and faculty  are at odds at 
some institutions. This makes it  difficult to 
move ahead.” 
 Lowery also had concerns about Saint 
Martin’s “value chain”: controlling the 
budgeting process, updating policies and 
procedures (such as in the student handbook), 
and a need to revise and upgrade the student 
recruiting process.
 Lowery compared Saint Martin’s to 
Valparaiso University  in Indiana, which he 
believes to be an excellent model for SMU. 

 “It wasn’t a one-year, three-year, but more 
of a ten to twenty-year plan that  made the 
difference there,” Lowery said. “These 
changes won’t happen in a day. It takes one 
conversation at a time.”
 Dr. Daniel Lowery has a Bachelor of Arts 
in Philosophy  and History  from Valparaiso 
Univers i ty, graduated f rom Indiana 
University  Northwest with a Master of 
Science degree in Business Administration, 
a n d r e c e i v e d h i s P h . D . i n P u b l i c 
Administration from the University of Illinois 
at Chicago.
 Gerard Voland made his case November 
6 for the SMU presidency, but to ensure that 
his wife, Margaret, had a chance to speak in 
the lecture hall, she introduced him, because 
“when I start talking, I have a hard time 
stopping.” 
 In that spirit, faculty and staff chuckled as 
Margaret Voland       see PRESIDENT on B1 

Photo by Nina Benitez
Parsons Hall, which opened for the fall semester, is home to over 250 students
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 “We try to identify issues at the end of the 
semester, sometimes it’s really hard to catch 
something like a towel rack that somebody has 
jammed into the wall,” Aslaksen said.
 Aslaksen encourages students who do find 
problems in their rooms to turn in a maintenance 
work order. Planning to fix some of these 
maintenance issues is already underway. 
 “We’re trying to get costs right now. There 
isn’t a time frame on it, but we’re trying to fix 
bathroom fixtures, stalls and shower enclosures 
in Baran,” Aslaksen added.
 With the addition of Parson’s Hall, SMU 
now has a surplus of space in the dormitories. 
Housing decided to rent some of these rooms out 
to students from South Puget Sound Community 
College. Many SMU students who wished to 
switch rooms were under the impression they 
were being put on a wait-list  behind students 
from another school, but according to Aslaksen, 
this was not the case.
 “We have five SPSCC students on campus, 
not at the expense of St. Martin’s students,” he 
said. “There is a two week hold on all room 
changes at the beginning of the year.”
  This year, students can expect to see the 
same point  system (based on credit  hours and 

NEWS
time on campus) as last year to live on campus. 
For some, the system is disappointing, but 
Aslaksen insists it is fair.
  “There is no way everybody is going to get 
what they  want. We are open to feedback on a 
new system.”
  He also welcomes students to communicate 
with their Resident Advisors about the problems 
they  may be having, but for some that is a 
problem in itself. Some students feel hostile 
towards their RA’s because they are seen as 
enforcers or an authority on campus, but 
Aslaksen would like to absolve this myth.
  “You’re always going to get a good mix. You 
may not connect  to your RA in particular, but 
you may connect to others.”
   This may be true, but this year, housing 
made a statement about which students they 
won’t be connecting to. One RA was asked to 
resign because he was taking part in fraternity 
activities.
 Aslaksen was unable to go into further detail 
about the situation.
 For the Housing staff, communication is key. 
Aslaksen encourages students to give their 
feedback on the good and the bad of living on 
campus. This year was a good start, and by  next 
year, those inconveniences could be long gone.

PRESIDENT from A1
 began her presentation, expressing her 
husband’s talents and experience.
 Voland’s interests in SMU are a wide 
spectrum of relevancies, such as the 
focus on intellectual and spiritual 
growth, the respect found here for all 
persons while seeking the common good 
and the quality  liberal education and 
professional programs.
  He defined his leadership style as 
collaborative, transparent, innovative, 
respectful and decisive, then citing 
evidence from his past experiences as 
Dean of the College of Engineering, 
Technology and Computer Science at 
Indiana University-Purdue University 
Fort Wayne.
 “At Purdue I pushed institution-wide 
init iat ives, spearheaded external 
partnerships, organized successful 
fundraising and ensured a positive 
impact on the culture of the university,” 
he said. “I want people to be able to trust 
one another in my administration.”
 The future challenges for SMU as 
recognized by  Voland are enhancing 
academic quality  and reputation, 
expanding university partnerships and 
cross-disciplinary initiatives, increasing 
revenue, growth, graduation rates and an 
issue close to Voland’s heart, diversity.
     He shared his personal story  of 
adopting two Russian boys who came to 
the United States as racially prejudiced. 
But he and his wife immersed them in 
diverse schools, and eventually his sons 
became open-minded and befriended 
several African-American peers.
  “I would love to be president of 
SMU, and I truly appreciate how the 
university advances the student’s 
spiritual direction and character 
development,” he said.
 The next presidential candidate on 
the search is Roy Hendricks from the 
prestigious University of San Diego. 
Hendricks according to Dr. Richard 
Langill, the current Vice President of 
Academic Affairs, recently  held 
positions in the finance field, but to be 
more specific, a background as Chief 
Financial Officer. Langill cited that 
Hendricks is “very  capable and 
understands budgeting.” 
 His only weakness may be that  he 
does not have the strongest background 
in academia. If he is elected  the  schools 
president then he will assign a capable 
Vice President of Academic Affairs to 
aid with daily operations. 
 Still there is no actual date on the 
selection of the president, and according 
to Langill and the overall consensus 
“each candidate had their own strengths 
and weaknesses.” Due to the nations 
rising tuition cost and SMU’s expansion 
in the last few years, it would be nice to 
have a capable business savvy persona 
overlooking the schools operations.

ASSMU update
By Chris Wilson
Belltower staff writer
 This month, Associate Students of Saint 
Martin’s University held a student feed back 
conference in order to help  ASSMU focus its 
attention on what the students really want. 

ASSMU Vice-President Kevin Jones 
said, “Over the last three years we’ve failed 
miserably at reaching out to students. We’ve 
been talking about how best to get out to 
students. We are taking steps to do that, and 
we’ve been working alongside clubs and other 
organizations to get there.”
 ASSMU has been taking steps in order to 
help  students realize their options and understand 
where their money is going. For example, next 
semester there will be a common time, 
tentatively  11 a.m. to 1 p.m., when ASSMU 
meetings will take place.

“I’m a really big pusher for outreach. I 
used to think it was really just a small clique, but 
I don’t like that, I really want senators to be out 
there,” ASSMU president, senior Jennifer 
Sanchez, explained. Another thing that ASSMU 
has done to raise awareness is talking to 
freshman classes about ASSMU processes, such 
as how to create a club or be a part of ASSMU. 
 When asked in what direction ASSMU is 
attempting to take itself as the school changes, 
President Sanchez replied, “We are getting these 
new buildings, but we want to keep the same 
kind of atmosphere and we want to keep  in touch 
with the students. We want to evolve in the 
direction that the students need us.”  
 President Sanchez closed with, “Being on 
ASSMU, we can do our job, go to the Thursday 
meetings and fill out our paper work, but really, 
we are nothing if students don’t get involved.” 

Campus continues 
to develop
By Kellen Gold
Belltower staff writer
 A sense of vivacity seems to settle within 
students and faculty on the Saint Martin’s 
campus with big changes taking place, 
especially the opening of new academic building 
Harned Hall.  
 Many classes have been moved to the new 
rooms in Harned Hall as of Monday, October 
20th. The Jazzman’s Café on the ground level 
provides students with another place to hang out, 
study, or grab a cup  of hot coffee and a snack in 
between classes.  This is especially  comforting 
as the air turns chilly, when one just might not 
be up for trekking all the way up to the dining 
hall in Old Main for something hot to eat.  
 The groundbreaking ceremony for the new 
recreational center was held on October 8th, and 
construction will begin soon. This new 
development will serve not only  athletes, but any 
student who wishes to work out, whether on any 
of the basketball/volleyball courts, or on the 
four-lane track that will be on the upper level.  
 Another long-awaited and warmly welcomed 
development is that of the new track located 
behind the monastery.  It’s been built, painted, 
striped, and is now ready for Saint Martin’s 
runners to train on, and soon hold home track 
meets.  Although the field it encircles isn’t 
finished, within a few months the field will be 
ready  for Saint Martin’s Soccer teams will also 
be able to host home matches, rather than 
traveling to North Thurston High School.  These 
projects have been made possible mostly by 
generous donations through the Winning Spirit 
Campaign. 
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By Trinity Hoffman
Belltower staff writer
 
 Saint  Martin’s University’s most  
colorful professor could be called a 
walking contradiction: He teaches one 
of the seemingly  most predictable 
sub j ec t s , wh i l e ma in t a in ing an 
unpredictable personal style. Yet, after 
hear ing Joe Mai lhot ’s animated 
descriptions and explanations of his area 
of expertise, mathematics, students 
quickly  find that he is a culmination of 
several worlds.
 “Joe is a combination of artist, 
intellectual, musician, philosopher and 
mathematician,” said Mailhot’s friend 
and peer faculty member, Blaine Snow. 
Mailhot primarily  teaches mathematics, 
but his “secondary” love is music, and 
he headed a band for six years. 
 “Music wasn’t my official minor in 
college, but I liked jazz, so I’ve kept it 
going through the years,” Mailhot said. 
Music classes in college tend to be 
heavy in classical theory, which didn’t 
interest Mailhot, so he’s mostly stayed 
loyal to jazz. Jazz musicians have to 
know theory to make jazz work. Details 
a r e l e a r n e d m u c h f a s t e r w i t h 
improvisation, which presents the 
challenges that keep Mailhot interested. 
However, his chief concern was always 
math, a lifelong pursuit which began in 
high school. 
 “I had been good at math even 
before high school, but I really  wanted 
to get into big business and work in a 
skyscraper,” said Mailhot. “It was the 
regular high schooler’s dream.” But, 
after a rousing spring break as a junior 
in college, Mailhot realized that he 
could do this the rest of his life.
 “I was thinking that I enjoy math, so 
if I could get paid, it’s even better.” 
Mailhot slowly began to drift away from 
his teenage dream, turned off by the 
sheer amount of work and the small 
vacat ion t ime employment in a 
skyscraper entailed. After his spring 
break epiphany, he wanted to keep  the 
winter, spring and summer breaks going 
into his career, and one of the only ways 
he could do that was to become a 
teacher.
 “The professor lifestyle appealed to 
me,” said Mailhot. “I mean, classes start 
at 10, you teach at  the most four classes, 
and the homework isn’t too bad.”
 Mailhot decided his life course at  
Western Washington University, where 
he earned a Bachelor of Science in 

THIS IS WHY I’M HOT
Applied Math in 1984, and two years 
later he obtained his Master of Science 
in Mathematics, also from WWU. The 
year he finished his master’s degree, a 
position in the math department at Saint 
Martin’s opened up, he took it and has 
been at SMU since.
 Taking the teaching position was 
also like coming home, because his first 
two years of college were spent here and 
he was raised in Olympia. However, 
despite the comfort he felt, he still had 
obstacles to overcome.
 “I had stage fright. I wasn’t keen on 
talking in front of people.” 
 Teaching became natural for Mailhot 
over the years, tailoring courses to bring 
his students closer to an appreciation for 
mathematics. One of his courses which 
attempts to do this is Math and Modern 
Culture.     
 “In classes like pre-calculus and 
algebra, topics are set, but  in Math and 
Modern Culture I can play around,” said 
Mailhot.
 The concept for the class is post-
modernism and how math relates to the 
culture. One of the subjects explored is 
the disillusion of form, a blending of 
two independent things, such as hip hop, 
which is poetry and music combined. 
 Finding textbooks for this class is a 
source of creativeness for Mailhot, and 
some look much like comic books, 
which surprises many students.
 “Some textbooks emphasize math 
for this course, which is nice, but I want 
to present material applicable to life,” 
Mailhot said. However, applied math 
i s n ’ t  h i s m o s t l o v e d f o r m o f 
ma thema t i c s , he i s an abs t r ac t 
mathematician by nature. 
 “Why? Well, why study music?” he 
asked. “The pleasure, the idea of 
manipulating forms in math is much the 
same as manipulating forms in music. 
They are both abstract because without 
words, what are they?” he questioned. 
“The abstraction is what appeals to the 
brain. Music is another side of my 
personality, from math,” he said. “It’s 
fun to combine the two.”
 Apart from his music and math, 
Mailhot enjoys an “artsy” personal style 
full of bright colors, such as blazers of 
red and orange. Friends, such as Snow, 
appreciate his style.
 “If he thinks it’s cool, it  just is,” said 
Snow. “He is a free spirit  who’s not 
afraid to show his character style, and 
who can’t respect that?”

       Photo  by  Ninalynn Benitez
Joe Mailhot: Music, math and  a whole lot of 
orange.

GHOST TALES
By Krinda Carlson
Belltower staff writer
 Mallon Hall, near Room 401 – the location 
inhabited by those with scientifically inclined minds, 
and the resting place for the biology  department’s 
cadaver, when in-residence. However, the living and 
the dead are not the only occupants known to this wing 
of Old Main, for it also houses something – or someone 
– altogether in between. As legend has it, the Mallon 
Hall Ghost is a former Saint Martin’s monk by the 
name of Brother Wolfgang.
 The Story, As Told By Father Gerard 
 Brother Wolfgang, then known as Joseph 
Luxemberger, came to Saint  Martin’s in 1959, enrolling 
as a freshman in the high school that the monks taught 
on campus at the time. From a rural area of 
Washington, Father Gerard (Father G.), who was a 
classmate and friend of Luxemberger, identified him as 
the typical farm-town boy with a mild manner and good 
sense of humor. Apparently the learning at Saint 
Martin’s did more than fertilize Luxemberger’s mind.
 “When he came to the school he was 5 feet 1 inch 
tall, and when he graduated in 1963 he was 6 feet 3 
inches tall,” Father G. remembers. Right after finishing 
high school, all of 6-foot-3-inches Luxemberger 
entered the monastery, and it was then he took the 
name, jokingly suggested to him by one of the fathers, 
Brother Wolfgang. He took his vows July of 1964. Not 
long after, Wolfgang and a see HAUNTING on E1
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Watch out for...

Best shooter : Jake 
Linton

Best scorer: Jake Linton

Best defender: Justin 
Alexander

Best passer: Jake Linton

Best rebounder: Bi l l 
Richardson & Blake Poole

H i g h l i g h t r e e l : B i l l 
R i c h a r d s o n & J a r e d 
Howard

The Big Three:
Jake Linton (PG) 19 ppg, 
96% FT shooter

Bill Richardson (F) 14.3 
ppg, 6 reb pg.

B l a k e P o o l e G N A C 
Freshman of the Year.

Senior ready to feel the 
tournament atmosphere

By Brandon Jones
 Bill Richardson is tired of 
t h e s e t b a c k s a n d 
disappointments since he has 
c o m e t o S t . M a r t i n ’ s 
University. The 6’8” civil 
eng ineer ing major f rom 
Shelton, WA knows his team is 
on the right track and that he, 
personally, is ready to make 
something big happen.
 W h e n R i c h a r d s o n 
transferred in from Grey’s 
Harbor Community  College in 
2006, he was eager to get on 
the hardwood and prove 
himself . A broken wrist 
prevented that from happening.
 Last year, Richardson was 
able to finally play for the 
Saint’s and became a fan 
favorite and dominant force on 
the court. But he was not 
happy with the seasons results.  
 “It was good, but  a little 
disappointing, it  was a good 
building season. I don’t know 

Another Day, Another Dollar
w h a t h e l d u s b a c k , ” s a i d 
Richardson. “I can’t explain it.”
 Though he had high hopes for 
last season, Richardson believes 
that this year’s squad is prepared 
to win and make it into the post-
season.
 “ N o w e v e r y o n e i s m o r e 
experienced and more mature. We 
have some good replacements 
too.”
 Saint’s head coach Keith 
Cooper dubbed Richardson the 
team’s “Human Highlight Reel” 
and for good reason.
 Fans may remember seeing 
Richardson throw down a furious 
dunk over a 7’0” player from 
Western Oregon. But the ever 
humble Richardson can make the 
most fantastic play seem like an 
everyday occurrence.
 “Well, I kind of fumbled the 
ball a little bit and just looked up 
and saw that I was pretty  close to 
the basket.”
 Richardson is very humble and 
quiet, both on and off the court. 
He’s what you might consider an 
“actions speak louder than words” 
kind of player. Of course this is 
fine when your actions lead to 

wins. This year, Richardson wants to be 
more aggressive, something he worked on 
over the summer.
 “Personally, I feel like if I’m more 
aggressive, maybe I can get more 
attention from the defense, and open 

Saints Menʼs Team Will 
Be Hard to Stop
Mix of experience and new talent will make this 
season exciting

Las t yea r, t he S t . 
Martin’s University Men’s 
basketball team finished with 
its best record in nine years. 
This year, head coach Keith 
Cooper expects to build on that 
record and continue to bring 
exciting basketball to the 
students and fans at SMU.
 “This is the most talented 
team top  to bottom we’ve had 
here,” said Cooper. “They will 
be fun to watch. Not only will 
they  play hard, but they play 
well together.”
 This chemistry is the result 
of solid leadership coming 
from four seniors, especially 
team captains Jake Linton and 
Bill Richardson.
 “Having leader’s like Bill 
and Jake is critical, they’re 
both good examples. As a 
coach you want your best 
players to be hard workers. 

They  are absolutely critical to 
this team.”
 Linton, a two time Greater 
Northwest Athletic Conference 
first-teamer, is coming off 
another great season in which 
he led the GNAC in scoring 
and led the nation in free throw 
shooting percentage at 96 
percent. Blake Poole, last years 
GNAC freshman of the year, 
will play  a bigger role this year 
as he steps in for GNAC first 
teamer Brendan Campbell.
 Poole and Richardson will 
team up as one of the most 
dangerous duos at the post 
p o s i t i o n i n t h e l e a g u e . 
Richardson, who averaged 
14.3 points and 6 rebounds per 
game, is poised for a big 
season as a senior and fans will 
get to see more of Poole 
“beast ing people on the 
inside,” as Cooper put it. 

 It will be hard to exploit the Saints 
this year because of their solid all-around 
game. Cooper has made some minor 
adjustments to his offense, but fans can 
still expect to see the hard nosed, man-to-
man pressure defense the Saints used last 
season.
 We can play  both fast and slow, we 
got some guys who can really get out and 
run,” Cooper said. “We have some very 
good post  players, if we need to slow it 
down. In the past  it was tough for other 
teams because we can play fast and 
slow.”
The Saints will the host the University 
of Mary on November 20 at the Marcus 
Pavilion

2008-09 Menʼs Basketball Roster
J u s t i n  A l e x a n d e r  G  S r .  6 - 2
N i c k  S m i t h  G  S o .  5 - 1 0
C h a r l i e  S e v e r s  G  J r .  6 - 3
B r a d y  B o m b e r  G  F r .  5 - 1 0
M i k e  O g n o s k i e  J r .  F  S r .  6 - 5
G a l e n  S q u i e r s  G  S o .  6 - 2
S a m  G l a s g o w  G  S o .  6 - 3
J a k e  L i n t o n  G  S r .  5 - 11
B i l l  R i c h a r d s o n  C  S r .  6 - 8
Ty l e r  N i x o n  F  S r . 6 - 6
J e r e m y  G r e e n  F  F r .  6 - 7
J a r e d  H o w a r d  F  J r .  6 - 6
D a n e  H e n z e  C  J r .  6 - 8
B l a k e  P o o l e  F  S o .  6 - 5
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things up for other people,” 
Richardson said.
 “I tried to work on my 
d e f e n s e a n d g e n e r a l 
aggressiveness. It’s just 
embarrassing to not be able 
to play defense,” he added.
 Richardson is also very 
happy with the Saint’s faster 
style of play.
 “I think it’s a lot of fun. 
I’m just trying to have fun 
and win. Maybe average a 
couple dunks per game,” he 
said with a laugh.
 Whatever the case, fans 
can expect to see a more 
experienced, healthy and 
a n g r i e r “ D o l l a r ” B i l l 
R i c h a r d s o n t h i s y e a r. 
Something other teams 
should be very  worried 
about.
 
 Through three games, 
Richardson is averaging 
16.7 points per game, 7 
rebounds per game and 
leads the Saints with 4 
blocks.Photo provided by SMU Sports Director

Bill Richardson hopes to lead the Saints 
to new heights in his final year at SMU
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Young, fast and built for success
Saint’s women look to build off of last years 
season
By Brandon Jones
Editor-in-Chief
 Three years ago, St. Martin’s University 
women’s basketball coach Tim Healy  had a 
roster with 11 new players. Just last year, the 
lady  Saints were picked to finish near the 
bottom of the Greater Northwest Athletic 
Conference. This year, the same coaches who 
voted the Saints to the bottom of the 
conference last year now have their heads 
buried in their clipboards trying to figure out 
how to stop them. 
 Last year, the Saints finished 17-11 and 
made it to the NCAA tournament. This year, 
Healy  expects to see more of the same 
success. There were a few bumps in the road, 
mainly the fact that four players graduated, 
three of them were starters.
 “We are a different kind of team than a 
year ago,” Healy said. “This is the deepest 
team I’ve ever had and the most overall 
a t h l e t i c , b u t w e ’ r e n o t v e r y b i g . ”           
Though a lack of height may  be the weakness 

on the team, Healy  believes his deep  bench 
will open up the Saints game this year. 
 “We’re going to run more, it will be a fast 
paced game. We’re going to shoot from the 
perimeter and we’ll be able to play a more full 
court style of defense because of our depth.”
 The Saints may have the best point guard 
tandem in the GNAC as two year starter 
Jamey Gelhar (Jr) and sophomore Roni Jo 
Mielke return. 
 In the post, Krissy  Basset (Jr) should 
continue to dominate opponents with her 
polished face-up game. Healy also expects a 
lot from Katie Hawkins (So) who he said 
“made great strides during the offseason.” 
  Possibly  the most exciting position on 
the roster will be the wing. With Michelle 
Short (Sr), Dara Zack (So) and Megan Busch 
(Jr) returning, the Saints will be hard to stop 
on the perimeter.
 “Megan Busch is clearly one of the best 
shooters around and Michelle an Dara can 
both shoot and put the ball on the floor.”
 The scary part is, these are only the 
returning players.

 “All of our new players will get the chance 
to play and contribute,” Healy said.
 Healy  also likes the leadership on his team 
which comes from captains Short, Zack and 
Gelhar. 
 “They all exhibited good leadership during 
the offseason,” Healy said. “Dara is a natural 
leader, and the only sophomore I’ve chosen as 
a captain. Jamey and Michelle lead by 
example.”
 No matter what the doubters say, the Saints 
will be a force to be reckoned with this year. 
No surprises necessary. 

The Saints begin the regular season at home 
against Concordia on Nov. 13.

By Ninalynn Benitez 

Katee Nauert G 5-5 Sr.

Roni Jo Mielke G 5-6 So.

Dara Zack F 5-10 So.

Danika Lawson F 5-9 Jr.

Megan Busch G 5-8 Jr.

Emily Lashua C 6-0 Fr.

Megan Teade F 5-11 Fr.

2008-09 Womenʼs Basketball Roster
Michelle Short F 5-10 Sr.

Jamey Gelhar G 5-6 Jr.

Kelsey Baker F 5-11 Fr.

Katie Hawkins C 6-0 So.

Krissy Bassett F 6-1 Jr.

Watch out for...
Best shooter: Jamey Gelhar  Best defender: Michelle Short  Best rebounder: Katie Hawkins & Dara Zack

Best scorer: Dara Zack   Best passer: Roni Jo Mielke    Highlight reel: Dara Zack

Big three: Dara Zack (F)   Krissy Basset Jamey Gelhar (G) Third highest FT percentage in the nation

When in doubt, call in the Short stop
Senior brings defense and  
leadership to young team
By Brandon Jones
Editor-in-Chief
 Last year, St. Martin’s University 
women’s basketball coach Tim Healy knew 
his team was facing the top  scorer in the 
Greater Northwest Athletic Conference. A 
junior guard from Montana State Billings 
was averaging over 20 points per game, but 
this time, she came up a little “short.”
 Healy  stuck his junior transfer from 
Wenatchee, WA on the guard and, with help 
from her teammates, Michelle Short held the 
conference’s leading scorer to 12 points and 
the Saints won the game. 
 Short may not be known be called “the 
Kobe stopper” by her teammates, but she 
does know what it takes to win. This year, 
she is a senior on the squad and she makes it 
a point to lead by example.
 “We’re having captain’s meetings and 
I’m learning to lead with words. It’s 
important to cover all the bases because some 
are motivated by actions and others by 
words,” she said.
 Though it  may be difficult to be an older 
player on a young team , Short doesn’t think 
about  it much and continues to help younger 

players develop.
 “All the girls get along really well, that 
aspect has been really fun, everybody is 
really hard working and we see the bigger 
picture and see where we want to go,” Short 
said.  
 And it is very clear what that “bigger 
picture” is.
 “The bigger picture is working our way 
to the top, being at the top of our conference, 
and making it to the GNAC tournament. We 
just need to take it game by game and 
continue working hard.”
 Short should have no problem with 
helping her team meeting those goals. Many 
may focus on her defensive prowess, but she 
would consider herself a balanced player and 
is generally happy with the teams switch to a 
fast-tempo game.
 “The change is good for our team. 
Everyone is quick, it’s really not  that big of a 
challenge for us.”
 Short attributes much of the teams 
success to Healy.
 He’s a great coach and he’ll do anything 
for his players,” said Short. “He pushes us 
and expects things from us.”
 This year, fans can expect great things 
from the Saints and from Short, our very own 
Kobe Stopper.

C2

Senior Michelle Short, hope to help lead the 
St. Martin’s University women’s basketball 
team back to the top again this year.



A r t s  &  E n t e r t a i n m e n t

By Trinity Hoffman
Belltower staff writer 
 Accidents can never be planned, because 
this would defeat the definition. The opposite 
may apply to dreams, which involve much 
planning, yet when an accident gives birth to 
a dream, you have Saint Martin’s University 
music major Emily Parnham. 
 “I came to Saint Martin’s by accident, but 
it is so important that this happened because 
my career is starting here,” said Parnham. 
 She is a mezzo-soprano and recent music 
major. Since she’s been here, music director 
Darrell Born has been helping her make up 
for lost time by offering two vocal lessons per 
week, rather than the standard one time.
 “Darrell has been the most influential in 
my singing career because he sees potential in 
me and he knows that I can get there,” she 
said. “If not for Saint Martin’s, I wouldn’t 
have ever been able to develop my talent.”
 Parnham’s talent has been evolving her 
whole life. Even as a young girl, she would 
sing at her bedroom window. It wasn’t until 
high school that  people started noticing her 
strong voice, and she found encouragement to 
pursue singing. One of her high school 
teachers especially helped her reach her goals, 
through choir competitions and earning lead 
roles in musicals, where she received most of 
her singing experience.
 “I performed in a lot of musicals to learn 
how to sing, otherwise I was in choir.” 
 Washington State University was to be her 
jumping point into musical training and a 

career, but instead she declared an education 
major, which left her dissatisfied. She quickly 
missed music, but fate stepped in and dealt 
her a melodious card.
 “I heard about Darrell through my friend 
(and SMU alumnus) Raymon Geis, who told 
me to come here,” she said. 
 Not being a music major while attending 
WSU made school uninspiring for Parnham, 
and aside from the lack of music, the sheer 
size of the school swallowed up any personal 
attention from faculty for students.
 “The SMU music department works to 
grow talent and abilities with students in a 
safe environment and provide big school 
opportunities,” said Born. “I work to nurture 
students, which I couldn’t do as effectively  at 
a larger school.” 
 Saint Martin’s is not as competitive as 
bigger schools, and the atmosphere cultivates 
risk taking and personal growth. Born’s 
availability, and the small size of the arts 
facility, allows him to hear students practicing 
throughout the week. Sometimes he’ll pop  his 
head into a practice room and tell the student 
what they may be doing wrong, or right.
 “I want to be patient  with my students. 
Sometimes I’ll get a student who shows signs 
of real talent, but they’re not  ready  to unveil it 
yet,” said Born. “So my job is to encourage 
and evolve talent while, at  a larger school, I 
might have moved on.”
 Parnham is one of those students Born 
enjoys teaching.

“Emily  is a smart and conscientious student 
who is catching up and is truly talented,” he 
said. “It’s exciting to have her here.”
 While Parnham loves to sing, sometimes 
her training is overwhelming, trying to apply 
everything her instructors teach. One of the 
many things she applies is technique, which is 
everything singers do with their bodies to 
produce sound. 
 “It takes a lot of effort to get to where you 
know what you’re doing to inhibit your sound 
and correct it,” she said. “I guess you create a 
muscle memory into your body and apply it to 
performances.”  O v e r t h e p a s t y e a r 
Parnham has been performing often, 
competing in the Miss Lewis County and the 
Miss Washington Scholarship Pageants. She 
is Miss Lewis County  2008, and will retire 
her crown in March, but she doesn’t identify 
herself as a “pageant girl.”
 “Pageants are not my life focus, just a way 
to promote community service and have new 
experiences,” she said. Her platform was for 
literacy, and over the past year she has helped 
organize book drives and fundraisers. 
 As she moves on from pageants and 
school, her future is planned in certain areas 
yet, in others, left to her dreams.
 “I could become a professional singer 
maybe, that would be a dream, but I’ll see 
where I’m led, see what’s right for me,” 
Parnham explained. “I trust that God has 
something planned that will fulfill my 
dreams.” 

Accident yields good fortune for music student
D1

Musical showcases SMU 
talent
By Trinity Hoffman
 The musical production of “Guys and Dolls” 
this semester is a screwball comedy about a loose 
world full of gamblers, “Hotbox” dancers and a 
floating craps game.
 But the heart of the story  is about love and the 
obstacles in relationships, said Don Welch, director 
and South Puget Sound Community College theatre 
instructor.
 “It is the perfect musical comedy because it  
has so many elements,” he said. “The wide variety 
of characters and the conflicts between them build 
interest.”
 The main plot focuses on two couples. 
Leading is Nathan Detroit, the head of the gamblers 
and the craps game, and his fiancee of 14 years, 
Miss Adelaide, a nightclub singer. The second 
couple is Sky Masterson, a gambler willing to bet on 
anything, and his unlikely lover, Miss Sarah Brown, 
an avid worker for the Save-a-Soul Mission, an 
organization similar to the Salvation Army. 
 But while the first couple has an established 
relationship  before the start of the show, audiences 
can watch Masterson and Brown’s rocky 
relationship evolve.

 “They are like a 1940s version of 
Romeo and Juliet,” said Welch. 
 The plot thickens when Detroit, 
desperate to find a location for his floating 
craps game, bets Masterson that he can’t 
take a “doll” out on a date to Havana, Cuba. 
But the catch is that Detroit has to pick the 

girl, and he picks one who would seemingly 
assure his win, the staunch Save-a-Soul 
Mission sergeant, Sarah Brown. 
 “It’s a loose world and the people in it  
are having a good time,” said David Hlavsa, 
producer and Saint Martin’s University 
theatre instructor. see MUSIC on D2     

Clare Lopez (left) and Jake Kinderman (right) wait to rehearse a scene for “Guys 
and Dolls”

Photo by Nina Benitez



Welcome once again to Monk of the 
Month, the monthly  series where we take a 
closer look at  the religious core of Saint 
Martin’s University: the monks. This month 
we had a talk with one of the newest additions 
to the St. Martin’s monastic community, 
Brother Vincent. His “smooth like butter” 
baritone filled the small office we shared in 
Old Main.
Chris Wilson: Thanks for your time today, Br. 
Vincent, I’m sure you are a very  busy man. So 
to start things off, what is your name?
Brother Vincent: Brother Vincent Francis.
CW: Any aliases that we should be aware of? 
BV: My name before I came in was David; 
my baptismal name, that is. Some of the 
students have taken to calling me Brother V., 
apparently Vincent is too difficult to say.
CW: One too many syllables for the average 
college student?
BV: Evidently. 
CW: Do you approve of Brother V.? 
BW: It’ll do. 
CW: And your age sir?
BV: I am 31 years old.
CW: Is there an age you would prefer other 
than your own?
BV: Yes, anything under 25.
CW: So we’ll put down 24. 
BV: That would definitely work. 
CW: Favorite and least favorite foods?
BV: Anyone who knows me knows I love to 
cook, so it changes often, but this week? 
Chipino. Least favorite? Bread pudding, it’s a 
texture thing. Also it just doesn’t look right. 
CW: I’m going to ask the question you’ve 
probably  heard millions of times, but I’m 
afraid I’m going to have to ask it  again, why 
did you become a monk?
BV: Well we had a retreat a few years ago 
here in the monastery that brought up  the 
point that the reason we come here is not 
always the reason we stay. The reason I came 

initially was that I really felt at home. The 
reason I stayed is that I find myself really 
drawn to communal life. I believe that anyone 
can pursue a relationship with the Lord in any 
walk of life, but I find myself specifically 
drawn to communal living. It’s not always 
easy, sometimes it’s quite trying. At the end of 
every  day we have a recreation period and 
monks that may not get along well during the 
day, maybe their jobs conflicted or maybe 
their personalities just clash. At the end of the 
day everyone is pretty close; we sit around, 
we play cribbage, we read the paper, we ask 
one another how our days went and it’s a time 
of forgiveness and real community. 
CW: I know this is a vague question, but bear 
with me, how is it  really for you to be a 
monk?
BV: Well I think “Ora et  labora,” is a pretty 
sweet motto. I think it really speaks to the 
balance that the life tries to achieve. But more 
so, the Benedictine motto is pax, or peace, and 
I think that is what monastic life means to me. 
It means being a person of peace, someone 
who can offer peace to others and also living 
in here in the house with the other monks. 
There is a saying, “silence is more than the 
lack of noise,” and I think in the same way 
peace is more than the lack of strife or 
violence. It’s very much a sort of inner sort of 
awareness, it’s really  something you radiate, 
and I think you can feel it on campus. 
CW: So, if you’ll permit me, we’ll begin our 
decent into something slightly more silly. If 
you could have any  super power what would 
it be?
BV: I always think that  super powers should 
be something useful. My super power would 
be that I could clean my  cell with incredible 
speed, attention and detail. A super cleaner so 
to speak.
CW: What would your super hero name be? 
The immaculate monk?

BV: I used to play  chess online and I had to 
choose a name, so I was the Fantastic 
Monastic. 
CW: That is incredible. (From here on BV 
will now be known as the Fantastic Monastic 
[age 24])
CW: So how comfy are the robes? 
Fantastic Monastic: It depends on what they 
are made of, mine is a light wool, it’s warm in 
the winter and cool in the summer. 
CW: The follow up question to that is: Are 
the socks and sandals required? 
FM: Not at all. Although, the other day I was 
the incensor for a feast mass and I was 
wearing just sandals, and later on the abbot 
pulled me aside and told me, “You know you 
really need to wear socks while you serve 
mass, you are in front of everyone and it’s an 
informal look.” So, partly an abbatial 
ultimatum and partly it’s just too cold here. 
CW: Is there a best part of the Bible?
FM: Absolutely, the Song of Songs, because 
I’m romantic at heart and it’s a love story. It’s 
quite intimate, it’s wonderful. 
CW: Last  silly  question: If a Buddhist, 
Benedictine and Vaishnava monk got into a 
fight, who would win, and why? 
FM: Gosh, I think all three would define 
winning very  differently. But since I’m 
Benedictine, I would say the Benedictine 
would win, because I’m the Benedictine. I 
think I could probably take them. I would 
need a weapon though. If I had a lightsaber 
I’m pretty sure I could take them both. 
CW: Is there anything else you would like to 
say?
FM: I think that  all of us are fortunate to be 
here at St. Martin’s, I think it’s a beautiful 
place and I wish I had discovered it sooner in 
my life. To all those that are studying here, 
teaching here, working here, find yourself 
fortunate. 

A r t s  &  E n t e r t a i n m e n t
M o n k  o f  t h e  M o n t h
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MUSIC from D1
 “The guys can’t impress the girls and 
there are mismatches, but there’s a benign sense 
that things could get ugly. But it  doesn’t, and it 
becomes our version of ‘The Sopranos.’”
 “The motivation is found through the 
music,” said musical director and SMU music 
instructor Darrell Born. “The dramatic intent is 
produced by the tension in the piece of music, 
much like in the movies. When the soundtrack 
goes heavy and scary, we know that something 
bad is about to happen, and musicals are no 
different.”
 The music performs many jobs, such as 
drawing out subtexts in the show and bringing 
characters’ consciousness to life. 
 But with music there must be dancing. 
Choreographer Colleen Powers has done three 
productions of “Guys and Dolls” before this 
one, so she tries to bring something new to each 
production. 
  “I choreographed the men with very

physical and acrobatic stunts, but  the 
women, mostly being Hotbox dancers, are 
taught flirty  combinations; the things that 
club dancers would have done during that 
era,” she said. 
 The dance experience of the actors 
varies widely, some having trained as jazz 
or ballet  dancers, and other having hardly 
danced at all. 
 The show’s integrity is locked in 
safekeeping, due to the believability of the 
students’ acting, which serves as the spine 
of the show.
 “As the director I have the vision for 
the show, but I can’t present that vision to 
the audience, that’s the actor’s job, so I help 
them find meaning in the script and start 
taking them there, to my vision,” said 
Welch.
 His vision isn’t always set in stone, 
instead he sees what the actors bring to the 
parts, which are usually close to his idea. 

Welch especially  enjoys working with Saint 
Martin’s University students, naming their many 
attributes.
 “I really love the SMU students, they’re 
great kids,” he said. “They’re nice, polite, on 
time, hard working, and they all have great 
senses of humor. I think there is a difference.”
 The group of directors enjoy  each other’s 
company as well, inspiring and motivating one 
another’s parts.
 The show is a combination of Saint 
Martin’s University theatre and music 
departments, South Puget Sound Community 
College theatre department, Opera Pacifica and 
the Olympia Chamber Orchestra.
 “Guys and Dolls” performs November 13-16 
and 20-23 at the  Kenneth  J. Minnaert Center for 
the Arts at South Puget Sound Community 
College. Thursday-Saturday shows are  at 8 p.m. 
and Sunday shows are at 2 p.m. 
 Tickets are $25 for adults, $20 for special 
discounts and $10 for students. Call (360) 
596-5501 for more information.



HAUNTING from B2
fellow brother were working on the roof of 
Old Main, painting one of the building’s 
decorative cornices, when part of the 
scaffolding came down. Brother Wolfgang hit 
his head on the nearby window ledge, the 
impact killing him. He was only 19 years old. 
 Acco rd ing t o Fa the r G . , “The 
circumstances of his death – he was young – 
and the violent nature of his death” caused 
widespread attention. 
 The renowned radio broadcaster, Paul 
Harvey, gave an account of the accident 
during his daily  program. After the initial stir, 
Wolfgang’s death was put to rest with his 
body, or so it seemed…until, five or six years 
later. 
 “Strange things,” to quote Father G., 
began happening near the spot of the accident 
– Old Main’s fourth floor. 

The Haunting…
 Security, a job that requires late night 
patrols, has experienced most of the 
encounters with the alleged ghost of Brother 
Wolfgang. Pat Sturgill, Director of Safety and 
Security, relays an unusual experience he and 
a fellow student  security officer had the 
s u m m e r o f 1 9 9 7 .                                              
 “We were on patrol that night and 

started doing the exterior door locks [of Old 
Main] around 10:30 pm,” Sturgill began. After 
he and his partner finished that job, they split 
to secure each floor. Sturgill was on the fourth 
floor when his partner radioed from the 
courtyard that he was finished. 
 “I looked everywhere,” explained 
Sturgill, “There was nobody in this building,” 
so he switched off the last set of lights, in 
room 401, and headed down. 
 When he reached the courtyard, his 
partner pointed out that the lights in room 401 
where still on. Thinking he made a mistake, 
Sturgill journeyed up  the stairs, making sure 
the lights were off this time, then went back 
down to the courtyard. The lights were on! 
Frustrated, Sturgill accused his partner, but at 
the denial, both trooped up the stairs again. 
They  checked the floor once more, carefully 
turning the lights off, but to no avail. By the 
time they reached the courtyard again, the 
lights were back on. 
 “This happened in about five times, not 
including the initial time,” Sturgill explained, 
“I don’t believe in ghosts, but I also don’t 
discount the fact that they  may exist,” and 
there was no other explanation.  “I’d heard 
about Brother Wolfgang, so by the fifth time 

up t he s t a i r s I ye l l ed ‘ALRIGHT,                   
you, Brother Wolfgang...[bleep]… It’s not 
funny anymore!’ and that was it, [the lights] 
never came back on.” 
 Sturgill stressed one final time, “There 
was nobody in this building.”
 Another student security officer, who 
graduated in 2005, told Father G. of an 
encounter he had while patrolling the fourth 
floor one night. He was walking and securing 
the wing when he heard footsteps following 
behind. Each time the security officer stood 
still, the footsteps did also. Unnerved, the 
student spoke aloud, “Brother Wolfgang, stop 
that!” And footsteps quit. 

Fact or Fiction?
 Whether a believer in ghosts or not, 
Father G. feels, “The biggest mistake we can 
make with the paranormal is to believe it can’t 
happen. God manifests himself in many ways, 
and to presume that God can’t do this is to be, 
well, presumptuous.” Yes, the building is old, 
it creaks, and lends itself to an overactive 
imagination in the stillness of the night. That 
considered, Father G. notes, “There’s a 
mischievous streak in the ghost’s [activities] 
not unlike brother Wolfgang…who would 
never do anything hurtful.”
 

INSULTING ATTENDANCE 
POLICIES
Krinda Carlson

 Freedom!  College is finally here, and it is 
now time to actually make your own choices: set your 
own bedtime, make your own meals, budget your 
money, decide the who/what/when/where of your 
activities, and take responsibility for attending class.  
Oh, wait – that’s mandatory?  You miss four classes 
and you fail?  Suddenly, you realize attendance is part 
of your grade in most of your classes.
 Isn’t college supposed to be different from 
high school?  Isn’t college about learning life 
management skills for the big-wide-world? Students 
are not getting paid to go to class, they are paying the 
school to get to go to class. It frustrates students who 
spend 30 thousand dollars to get an education, and 
then get told what to do with that money.  It can feel a 
little insulting; students being told they’re not smart 
enough to eek every bit of knowledge out of those 
thousands by attending class.  So, are professors 
scared of having an empty classroom if they don’t 
require students to come – that their lectures might 
just scare away the student population that are paying 
them to go to their class?  Professors get paid 
regardless if students show up, so what’s the big deal?
 Some confusion arises:  when students finally 
get the job that they earned from gaining the college 
degree they paid for, and they’re getting paid to go to 
work, do they get to make attendance mandatory for 
their customers/clients?  Or should former students 
just enjoy the fact that they’re doing what they love, 
and give them the option of how to utilize and spend 
their money?  If the product or service they’re 
offering isn’t good enough to bring the customers/
clients in at their own free will, then maybe it’s time 
to re-evaluate. 

By Jake Kinderman
 The Puyallup  Fair is one of the largest 
events in the northwest. Though a large 
coming-together of communities in 
Washington state may not seem out of the 
ordinary, this Fair is definitely  one of a 
kind. Thousands of people attend 
annually to enjoy expensive, semi-
thrilling rides, fatty American foods, and 
the clash of different people and their 
cultures; which was evident  from the 
moment I stepped foot onto the grounds.
 Within ten minutes of entering, I saw 
a morbidly obese senior citizen zipping 
around in her Rascal, cutting off foot 
traffic while sporting a McCain/Palin 
advertisement on the backrest of her 
chair. Only at the Puyallup Fair can you 
buy an entire turkey leg, and turn around 
to see a redneck in daisy dukes 
complaining about his expired Elephant 
Ear coupon from 1987.
 I was strolling through the gauntlet of 
fair games, looking for the fastest way I 
could waste 15 dollars, when a legendary 
dish caught my eye.  Funnel Cakes! For 
you layman who don’t know, a funnel 
cake is just a deep-fried pan of flour and 
fat topped with your choice (or 
combination) of chocolate syrup, 
raspberry, strawberry, caramel or apples.  
Whipped cream is not optional, it’s 
required. Obviously this is the worst thing 
you could put in your body outside of 
hard drugs, so naturally I ordered two. 
S o o n a f t e r I s a t i s f i e d m y                   
stomach and made my heart beat out of 

V o i c e s
Opinons and Editorials E1

rhythm, I noticed a very well dressed 
young man eyeing me down from a short 
distance. It became obvious to me that he 
was heavily  intoxicated as well as a spot 
on Clay Aiken look-a-like. As we were 
about to pass him he found it  necessary to 
communicate an important message to me 
via hitting me in the chest with his 
forearm, and loosely  stringing together “I 
know you.” He then staggered off into the 
abyss of the fair.  I would have been more 
concerned about this event, but my 
attention was immediately drawn to a 
1,006 pound pumpkin! 
 I continued to a sheep’s wool kiosk 
where everything was ridiculously cuddly.  
Why is it that we want to roll around in 
the hair of an animal that lives in its own 
feces, but if we were to make a rug with 
perfectly  conditioned human hair it would 
be deemed socially unacceptable? Just a 
thought.
 I’m convinced that in just those few 
hours, I saw every facet  of America: From 
a 300 pound woman wearing a tube-top, to 
inappropriately  dressed middle school 
students who cursed more than the drill 
sergeant in “Full Metal Jacket.” You can 
see everything from wiener dog races to 
race wars. 
 The Puyallup  Fair is sad, happy, angry, 
calm, funny, and mundane. It’s everything 
you want in an entertaining movie or 
television show. So, if you get a chance to 
go to the Puyallup Fair next year, don’t go 
to find other people; go to find yourself.  I 
know I did: in a funnel cake.

The Puyallup fair, Washingtonʼs melting pot


