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See Study Abroad Page 6

Set 
the stage, dim the lights and watch 
the camera flash. “Polaroid Sto-
ries,” Saint Martin’s University’s 
student-directed spring play, digs 
into the artistic grit of runaway 
teens and Greek mythology, all 
while balancing an emotional scale 
of too far from earth and too close 
to home. With recognizable char-
acters such as Dionysus, Orpheus, 
Persephone and Narcissus, the 
audience is introduced to a cast of 
minor characters who interweave 
their way into these snap shots of 
street life.

Director  Hope Chamberlain, 
Saint Martin’s senior, outdid her-
self with the spring production this 
year. The play had a Tarantino vibe, 
giving viewers snippets of stories 
out of order, teasing the idea behind 
the importance of memory and the 
elected ignorance of forgetting. 
The warning on all the posters and 

even the directories was not mis-
leading: Strong language and adult 
content abounded in this play, but 
that does not mean it was distaste-
ful. A quick glance at the script and 
one would believe this play was at-
tempting to be edgy in all the wrong 
ways, but when put into practice, 
you can clearly see this script had 
drawn direct inspiration from real 
life teens. 
The production staff also deserves 

notice, with a well-paced music 
score helping to set the mood while 
also giving some 90s throw-backs. 
An interesting backdrop of literal 
polaroid photos appeared above 
the cast, flashing angst-filled im-
ages before every brief section of 
the performance. Costume design 
and makeup lent to the struggling 
fragility of the characters, with dirt, 
blood and mentions of other bodily 
fluids, you knew right away these 
characters wouldn’t have access to 
a shower any time soon. 
The mythology, while warped 

to fit the material, was spot on. If 

you have any background in Greek 
mythos, you would have enjoyed 
this play. Characters were not nor-
mally addressed by their names, 
in fact they crudely called one an-
other anything but their real titles. 
It was hard to pick a story line to 
call your favorite. The romantic 
plights of Orpheus (portrayed by 
Saint Martin’s alumnus Jalen Penn) 
are manipulative and insightful. 
His obsessive love was flattering, 
but dangerous to anyone involved. 
This is in apparent contrast to the 
outwardly shallow struggles of 
Narcissus (portrayed by senior 
Tyler R. Williams), who, with his 
gaudy attire and need for valida-
tion, struggled to find his place in 
the world and have true confidence 
in himself. 
The play dealt with realistic tor-

ments, from drug addiction to un-
planned pregnancies, and did not 
sugar coat the difficult lives that 
teenagers living on the streets are 
often are prone to. The stories were 
clearly inspired by real struggles, 
taking no time to hammer home the 
warped ideals many homeless teen-
agers find themselves clinging to. 
With plans of grandeur and the idea 
that escape will lend them a new 
life, these teens, under the guise of 
Greek mythology, made compel-
ling characters you would wanted 
to empathize with. Yet you will 

Shannon Winterfeld as Eurydice(left) 
and Jalen Penn as Orpheus (right)

Alexis Hicky performing as Persephone

also realize getting close could spell 
your own downfall as well.  
But in the end, who can say no to 

the ways of a god? 
 
 

Patrick 
O’Conell

A recent change has been implement-
ed in the Saint Martin’s University In-
stitutional Gift Aid Policy concerning 
study abroad programs. The change, 
first announced over e-mail to the uni-
versity at large by Director of Finan-
cial Aid Michael Grosso on April 27, 
limits the applicability of institutional 
aid to direct exchange programs at 
“sister schools.”
The SMU Student Financial Services 

webpage goes into further detail: 
“Students may use institutional gift 
aid at direct exchange universities.  If 
a student selects another study abroad 
opportunity whether a semester or a 
short term experience other financial 
aid may be applied but institutional 
gift aid is not able to be utilized.”
Prior to the change, institutional gift 

aid was not limited to direct exchange 
programs. Now that the new policy 

has been implemented, students ap-
plying for study abroad programs 
other than direct exchanges should not 
expect their institutional aid to cover 
the expenses. However, federal and 
state aid will still apply.
Edward J. Barton, Vice President 

of Finance and Chief Financial Of-
ficer, explained the reasoning behind 
the change in a recent interview with 
the Belltower. The change was first 
discussed after the administration 
determined that sending Benedictine 
and Abbott Scholars abroad required 
paying tuition costs to other colleges 
in addition to SMU using institutional 
gift aid. 
“That’s a big chunk of change that 

would otherwise be going to other 
students based on need,” Barton said.
In addition to financial equity, Barton 

cited a currently unfulfilled obligation 

to sister institutions as driving the 
change. Transactional differences be-
tween sister school direct exchanges 
and other study abroad programs can 
result in a financial loss to the univer-
sity because of disparities in tuition 
rates.
“They pay tuition here, we pay tuition 

there,” Barton explained. “Sometimes 
it’s a profit, sometimes there’s a loss.”
Barton stressed that this “transac-

tional approach” required drawing in-
stitutional aid to cover the difference.
“Over the last four-five years,” Bar-

ton said, “it’s been on average $50-
100,000 a year that have gone to sup-
port… five to seven students.”
Barton compared this to a direct ex-

change, in which tuition rates remain 
fixed.
“As part of those sister school 

relationships,” Barton said, “we 

Change in study abroad financial aid policy: Who’s affected?
Evan Lake
Staff Writer

Student-directed “Polaroid Stories” closes curtain
Breanna Brink

Staff Writer
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Role of the adviser
The adviser is a journalist, educator and manager who is, above all, a role model.  The adviser’s ultimate goal is to mold, preserve and protect 

an ethical and educational environment,  not to monitor the final content of the student newspaper.

To our readers,

While playing on the women’s soccer team here at SMU, I found myself con-
stantly checking the smusaints.com website for stats and records of other teams 
here, leading me to apply for sports editor of The Belltower. 
As sports editor, I have been doing my best this year to make sure each issue 

has enough representation of our athletes and teams, while also including profes-
sional sports results. With all of the hard work athletes put in, it’s been a pleasure 
to hear individual stories and learn more about obstacles teams have overcome.
It has been an exciting year of sports this year, not only at Saint Martin’s, but 

in Washington as well. Although the Seattle Seahawks didn’t do as well as we 
hoped, it was thrilling to watch the Seattle Sounders win the Major League Soc-
cer (MLS) Cup this year. It was even more exhilarating to watch our SMU men’s 
basketball team make playoffs and break more records than any other team has 
previously done. 
During my time at The Belltower, I have learned a lot about what it takes to get 

a paper out and published. Coming in as a sports writer and editor, I didn’t have 
experience working with other sections. As the year is coming to an end, I have 
found new respect and understanding for how important each section is and how 
each one works. 

Love from your favorite section editor,
Brittany Orlosky

Are you interested in 
writing for The Belltower?

We are accepting articles from student writers.  If you see some-
thing newsworthy, turn it into a story.  

For questions, comments, applications, submissions, or sugges-
tions, send an email to 

belltower@stmartin.edu,
Or drop a note under the door of the newsroom, 

HH 113

Guest Submissions Policy
Have an opinion about something you would like to write about? 

Consider sending an article to The Belltower. If you or someone you 
know would like to be a guest writer, submit articles to belltower@
stmartin.edu for consideration.

Advertising Policy
1. The Belltower has the right to reject advertising from any company, 

individual, organizations, or advertising agency that discriminates on 
the basis of race, gender, sexual orientation, age, creed, disability or 
ethnic origin, or directly conflicts with The Belltower or Benedictine 
values. 

2. The Belltower will accept any advertising that does not conflict with 
Catholic ethics, or the aims and goals of Saint Martin’s University. 
See content policy below. 

3. The Belltower reserves the right to refuse any advertising it feels to 
be of questionable moral character, or which is not being presented in 
good faith by the advertiser. 

4. The Belltower reserves the right to refuse any advertisement deemed 
as being possibly libelous. 

5. The name of the sponsoring organization or group must be indicated, 
along with the nature of the event, the date and time, the location, 
cost (but not of alcohol), and a contact number for more information. 

Content Policy
• All advertising must be consistant with Benedictine ideals, values, 

and teachings; i.e., it cannot condone or promote abortion services, 
reproduction services, sperm banks, contraceptives, or tobacco 
products.

• Advertising which denotes sexist or racist overtones, suggests vio-
lence and discrimination towards others on the basis of character, 
race, religion, sexual orientation, or sex in its message, content or 
program format cannot be approved.

• References to the promotion of  drug use/paraphernalia, their prices, 
and/or prejudicial messages are not allowed.

* The semester discount is valid only if the purchaser agrees to buy an ad space 
in the majority of the issues released during the semester.

Ad Rates
Size Price per issue

(B/W)
Price per issue w/ semester 

discount*
(B/W)

Color cost 
per issue

1/8 of page
1/4 of page
1/2 of page

1 page

$25
$45
$85
$160

$22.50
$40.50
$76.50
$146.00

+30
+55
+105
+205

Our Mission
As fellow students at Saint Martin’s Univeristy, our staff is constantly working to keep you up-to-date on what is going on around 

campus, our community and throughout the world. Our newspaper will provide information that is valuable to our campus and 
especially to students at SMU. We will never back down from taking on any issue at our school and promise to give our best efforts 

to keep the community informed.
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The first 100 days of any presi-
dency are usually the busiest. 
Presidents rush to fulfill campaign 
promises while they still have a 
fresh electoral mandate and higher 
approval ratings compared to the 
rest of their presidency. President 
Donald Trump’s first 100 days have 
been busy on many fronts, includ-
ing his executive actions on travel 
restrictions, unsuccessful first at-
tempt to repeal Obamacare, pro-
posed budget and airstrike in Syria 
and escalating tensions with North 
Korea. President Trump’s first 100 
days have certainly been unpredict-
able.
Trump’s presidency kicked off on 

Jan. 20 at noon when he took the 
oath of office. In the evening fol-
lowing his address, Trump attended 
the inaugural parade and inaugu-
ral balls, as past presidents have 

done. On his first day in office, the 
president’s choices for Secretary of 
Defense General James Mattis and 
Secretary of Homeland Security 
General John Kelly were confirmed 
by the United States Senate by wide 
margins.
Other cabinet positions were not 

as clean cut. Some of the confirma-
tion battles for President Trump’s 
nominees were particularly bitter. 
Attorney General Jeff Session’s 
confirmation turned ugly due to 
Session’s racism accusations from 
Senator Elizabeth Warren, who was 
removed from the United States 
Senate after accusing Sessions. 
Warren was silenced for the rest of 
the debate. 
Secretary of Education Betsy De-

Vos’s confirmation also garnered 
grassroots opposition from Demo-
crats across the country. DeVos was 
ultimately confirmed by a slim mar-
gin of 51-50, with Vice President 
Mike Pence breaking the tie in the 
Senate.
The Senate was integral in its 

confirmation of Neil Gorsuch, now 
an associate justice on the United 
States Supreme Court. Gorsuch 
was nominated by President Trump 
on Jan. 31 to succeed Justice An-
tonin Scalia who died last year. 
Gorsuch was considered a qualified 
jurist, however, opposition to his 
nomination was strong among the 

Democrats because of the Repub-
lican’s lack of action to give hear-
ings to Merrick Garland, President 
Obama’s nominee, last year. 
Garland was never given a hearing 

in the Senate. Republicans stated 
that they believed a new justice 
should be picked by the new presi-
dent elected in 2016. Democrats 
filibustered Gorsuch’s nomination, 
forcing Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell to invoke the 
“nuclear option” and abolish the 
filibuster for Supreme Court confir-
mations. It now takes only 51 votes 
to be confirmed as a Supreme Court 
justice. Gorsuch took his seat as a 
justice on April 10. 
Trump also recently made a U-

turn in his foreign policy doctrine. 
Throughout the campaign, Trump 
repeatedly called for America to 
be more isolationist and withdraw 
itself from helping other coun-
tries through military intervention. 
“America First” was his line from 
the campaign. This changed dramat-
ically with Syrian Dictator Bashar 
al-Assad’s most recent chemical 
weapons attack on civilians, which 
killed many innocent citizens, in-
cluding children. President Trump 
described himself as “personally af-
fected” by the pictures and ordered 
a strike on the Syrian air base where 
the attack originated. The president 
must now decide if he will continue 

with further operations in Syria to 
prevent future chemical weapons 
attacks, or revert back to his old 
policy.
President Trump’s first 100 days 

have been unpredictable and are 
likely not exactly what he envi-
sioned at the start of his presidency. 
Trump still has a number of hurdles 
ahead of him. The president will 
need to make good on his campaign 
promise to repeal Obamacare in a 
form that satisfies his own party. 
Additionally, President Trump pro-
posed his first budget and will need 
to continue to work with congress 
on implementing its revised version 
of the budget. The president has 
also been working on tax reform, 
which will be another continued 
priority beyond his first 100 days.Secretary of Education Besty DeVos

Supreme leader of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of  Korea, Kim Jong Un

Photo retrieved from
 creativecom

m
ons.org

On Wednesday, April 12, the 
student-lead union informational 
panel followed by a Q&A session 
was held in Harned Hall Room 110. 
There were four student panelists 
present: Caitlyn Larson, Giavanna 
Grevaille, Megan Gano and Me-
lissa Rosscup, as well as moderator 
Madeline Krogemann. Although no 
faculty or SEIU representative was 
part of the panel, the five students 
leading the discussion described 
the current situation of the adjunct-
faculty union and answered all pre-
written questions to the best of their 
ability. 
After highlighting the past union 

activities on campus, the panel de-
scribed the union’s role on campus 
as an authoritative figure and voice 

for employees, protecting them 
from corruption. They reiterated the 
fact that many of the adjuncts on 
campus are in need of job security 
and fair wages, and that the union 
is a cause that students should be 
involved in, since all of us are af-
fected and influenced by our ad-
juncts. The student panel continued 
by explaining that they hoped better 
job security and peace of mind for 
the faculty would be accomplished 
through unionization.
 The panel was uncertain whether 

the raise in pay for these contingent 
and adjuncts would raise student 
tuition, but hoped the money the 
students are already paying would 
be reshuffled fairly. Although they 
provided no evidence that any of 
the past union-sponsored events 
had any effect on the administra-
tion’s standing, they hoped that 
student involvement would hold 

the administration accountable and 
would show that their actions were 
not being ignored. 
After encouraging the students 

attending the event to show their 
support, the panel opened the floor 
for questions. A few of the students 
that attended asked questions in 
response to some of the statements 
made during the panel discussion. 
Mentions of students receiving 
backlash from non-union support-
ing faculty were questioned, as 
well as claims regarding financial 
statements made, which included 
a statement that SMU contributes 
the least amount of funds toward 
instruction. 
There were also some claims made 

that students were losing class 
credit for attending union events 
along with the claims of backlash. 
When asked if they had any proof, 
the panel responded that there was 

no physical or recorded evidence 
of this and that it was all “word of 
mouth.” Claims of harassment to-
ward faculty and staff were made, 
but the panel was unable to bring 
any evidence forward at the time to 
prove these statements. 
Recently, regular faculty and li-

brarians have voted to form a union 
as well. However, the Yeshiva Su-
preme Court decision from 1980 
labeled most tenure-track faculty as 
“managerial,” excluding them from 
the right to unionize under the 
National Labor Relations Act, 
according to the American Asso-
ciation of University Professors 
website. It is unclear how this 
decision will affect unionization 
at Saint Martin’s. An e-mail sent 
from Washington Faculty For-
ward detailed a possible faculty 
strike, but as of this time nothing 
has been decided. 

Weight, rigidness and strength 
are all accounted for when choos-
ing the correct material to construct 
a canoe. Not only does the canoe 
have to be light enough to float on 
water, but it also needs to be work-
able enough to be easily shaped for 
smooth sailing. Modern canoes are 
typically made of fiberglass com-
posites, thermoplastic or aluminum, 
satisfying all the standards at a rea-
sonable cost. 
The American Society of Civil En-

gineers (ASCE) club was not given 
any of these materials to use as their 

main component for their canoe 
that they raced on Saturday, April 
22. Instead, they used concrete. Ev-
ery year, Saint Martin’s ASCE club 
participates in a Mid-Continent Stu-
dent Conference in which they get 
to test their concrete canoe, among 
other engineering-related activities. 
Some first-year students shared 

their excitement for the weekend.
“I helped design the paper—not 

necessarily write it, but I worked 
on the layout,” Hannah Ruth, a civil 
engineering major, said. Along with 
building a concrete canoe, students 
are required to create a theme, pre-
pare a presentation and write a tech-
nical paper describing the whole 

design process. Since the judges 
are known for paying attention to 
everything, the canoe team made 
sure that the little details, such as 
the paper, were taken care of.
 “We named our canoe the ‘Tron-

crete Canoe,’” Ruth continued. The 
wordplay paired well with the fu-
turistic theme of the canoe, playing 
off the name of the science fiction 
movie “Tron.” When asked about 
what she was most looking forward 
to, Ruth replied “I’m really excited 
to see what the other teams did! I 
know that I’ll be doing more for 
next year’s competition too.” 
“I came in for some of the mixing 

days and helped to actually put the 

canoe together,” Luis Camacho, a 
freshman, said. 
Each team is required to choose an 

aggregate concrete mix and make 
sure that it follows all of ASCE’s 
rules. During the conference, they 
race their canoe on the co-ed race, 
women/men’s sprint and women/
men’s endurance. 
“Other than taking a water safety 

course in Quincy, Wash., I’ve never 
really rowed before. I’m doing 
the sprint with Michael and I’m 
stoked!” Camacho shared. 
Results from the race day 

events can be seen online at  
belltowersmu.org.

Trump’s First 100 Days
Brian Messing

Staff Writer

ASCE takes the “Troncrete Canoe” to Boise, Idaho
Cleo Pineda
Staff Writer

Sabrina White 
Managing Edior

Bethany Montgomery
Section Editor

Students lead union Q&A to answer student concerns
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Both the men’s and women’s track 
teams had a successful weekend at 
the JD Shotwell Invitational hosted 
by The University of Puget Sound 
on April 1. The athletes  who com-
peted broke school records, set 
personal records and won races. 
Overall, both teams competed well 
individually and as a team. 

The Saint’s women’s team suc-
ceeded in all aspects of the invi-
tational. As a team, the women 
finished fifth out of 14 teams com-
peting with 70.5 points. Central 
Washington University (CWU) 
finished first with 127 points, 
while Spokane Community College 
(SCC) finished second with 89.5 
points and Western Washington 
University (WWU) finished third 
with 86.5 points. The men finished 
sixth out of the 14 competing teams 
with a total of 57 points. SCC won 
the men’s team competitions with 
109 points while WWU finished 
with 101 points and CWU finished 
with 98 points for second and third.
The SMU women’s 4x100 meter 

relay team, consisting of first-
years Grace Hambre and Artresa 
Nickelson, senior Keirnan Haw-
throne and sophomore Alexi What-
ley, broke the school record and 
placed third overall with a time of 
49.42 seconds. The 4x400 meter 
relay team, senior Megan Teigan, 

Hawthrone, Whatley and Ham-
bre won their race with a time of 
3:59.26,  eight seconds faster than 
the second place SCC runners. 
Hawthorne said, “We didn’t know 

we broke the 4x100 but we knew 
had broken the 4x400 which was 
cool. It was really exciting to find 
out that we had broken both school 
records.”
Along with breaking the 4x400 

record Hambre won the 200-meter 
dash with a time of 25.47 seconds, a 
new personal record that earned the 
Saints 10 points. Whatley placed 
third in the 200-meter dash with 
a time of 25.96 seconds. Junior 
Yadira Lopez placed sixth overall 
in the 5000-meter run with a time 
of 18:31.35 minutes. Sophomore 
Cassidy Apo jumped 1.54 meters, 
which placed her second in high 
jump. Sophomore Megan Vernoy 
placed third overall in discus throw, 
with a mark of 35.88 meters. For 
javelin throw, sophomore Jona 
Spiller finished second with a throw 

of 43.82 meters, junior Deanna 
Avalos finished third with a throw 
of 43.81 meters and senior Kathryn 
Walker finished fourth with a throw 
of 40.23 meters. 
Sophomore Jackson Hand finished 

first in the men’s 200-meter dash 
with a time of 22.25 seconds beat-
ing second place by .05 of a sec-
ond. First-year Logan Armstrong 
finished fourth in the 100-meter 
dash with a time of 11.25 seconds. 
Junior Chris Rickard earned third 
place in pole vault, jumping 4.16 
meters. Senior Latrelle Swayne 
placed second in long jump with a 
mark of 6.60 meters while senior 
Anthony Manago placed third with 
a mark of 6.51 meters. Lastly, the 
4x100 meter relay team consisting 
of seniors Gibran Zaman, Swayne, 
Mikel Smith and sophomore Hand 
walked away in first place with a 
time 42.18 seconds.From left to right: Grace Hambre, Alexi 

Whatley, Keirnan Hawthrone and Megan 
Teigan broke the 4x400 school record at 
the invitational.

The Saint Martin’s University 
baseball team has yet to play a 
game at home this season due to 
weather conditions. The men were 
scheduled to play their first home 
games over a month ago, March 11 
and March 12, in a series against 
Montana State University Billings 
(MSUB). Instead, the games were 
played in The Dalles, Ore., forcing 
the SMU baseball players to drive 
a couple of hours away to be the 
home team due to the better weather 
conditions there. 

The next scheduled home 
weekend for the men was a home 
series against Western Oregon 
University (WOU), and again 
due to weather conditions, the 
games were located at a different 
ballpark, this time in Ravens-
dale, Wash., about an hour south 
of SMU. The men only played 
one day of games. The team 
was originally supposed to play 

March 25-26, but the doubleheader 
was canceled on March 26 because 
of rain. 
The constant headline on the smu-

saints.com website has been some-
thing along the lines of: “Baseball’s 
Home Doubleheader Moved” 
or “Baseball announces makeup 
dates” or “Rain Postpones Baseball 
until…” Not only have the men 
been unable to play at home this 
season, but many away games have 
been postponed or rescheduled due 
to weather conditions as well. 
The men’s team traveled to WOU 

to play a series against the WOU 
Wolves on April 8-9. However, due 
to outfield conditions and weather 
at Western Oregon, the games were 
postponed until April 9. Then for 
the second straight day, due to poor 
outfield conditions, the double-
header was postponed and the men 
had to travel to George Fox Univer-
sity in Newberg, Ore. to play on the 
following Monday. 
The next weekend, the men were 

scheduled to play at home in a 

series against Central Washington 
University (CWU) on April 14-15. 
Weather conditions again forced the 
Saints to play at a different field, this 
time in Ellensburg, Wash. to play as 
the home team. Even though CWU 
had home field advantage against 
the Saints, SMU was still the home 
team on the scoreboard, an obvious 
advantage for the CWU Wildcats. 
The men were supposed to play a 

doubleheader makeup against WOU 
on Tuesday, April 18 at home. This 
was cancelled due to rain and thun-
derstorm predictions. No makeup 
date has been determined yet. 
The Saints traveled to Montana 

to play a series against MSUB on 
Friday, April 21 and Saturday April 
22. Due to rain and unplayable field 
conditions, the four-game series 
was postponed from Friday/Satur-
day to Saturday/Sunday. The games 
were originally scheduled to start at 
1 p.m. Mountain time (MT). A one-
hour delay halted the games before 
they were ultimately called off, 
according to an article by Austin 

Byrnes, SMU Athletic Director. 
On April 22, again the games were 

postponed from a 1 p.m. MT start 
to a 5 p.m. MT start due to weather 
delays. 
As the SMU men’s team wraps up 

the 2017 season, weather conditions 
and delays have become a consistent 
part of the team and headlines. The 
Saints are currently sitting at a .375 
winning percentage, with a 9-15 
record in conference play. It’s hard 
to determine if the men would have 
had more success with home field 
advantage this season. The men are 
scheduled to play three home series 
at the SMU field, and the baseball 
fans and the team hope they don’t 
have another change of venue or 
cancellations due to weather. Let’s 
hope for sunshine the rest of the 
season here at SMU. 

Saint Martin’s breaks school records at JD Shotwell Invitational
Lauren Allison

Staff Writer

The Saint Martin’s baseball team has a big 
month ahead of them with matchups against 
Western Oregon University, Montana State 
University Billings (MSUB) and Northwest 
Nazarene University. All three are ahead of the 
Saints in Great Northwest Athletic Conference 
(GNAC) Standings. 
Alec Hagerman, senior centerfielder for the 

Saints, finds his squad still sitting in a good posi-
tion to make a push for the postseason.
“The team this year is full of a bunch of char-

acters that have one goal in mind, to make the 
tournament,” Hagerman said. 
The Saints are coming off a hard-fought week-

end spent in Ellensburg against Central Wash-
ington University (CWU) where they played 
as the home team due to weather concerns that 
prevented them from playing at SMU. Weather 
has pushed the Saints off their home field for 
the majority of the season. Game one was full of 
offense as the Saints pulled out the win, 18-11. 
The next two games were rough for the Saints 

pitchers, while the third was especially heart-
breaking after the Saints gave up a late lead and 
big time comeback. 
In game two, the Saints were down early and 

unable to make anything happen late in the 
game, losing 3-12 and losing again the follow-
ing day 13-14. 
In game three, the Saints were again down, this 

time 8-0, but they were never out of it, forcing a 
comeback to eventually take the lead 10-9 in the 
fifth inning and again took the lead in the sev-
enth 13-11. Entering the ninth inning the Saints 
held a two run lead but an RBI single, an error 
and another hit led to three runs and an eventual 
win for the CWU Wildcats. 
Through all of the tough losses, Hagerman 

keeps his head up and looks towards the future 
for the rest of the season.
“Well, we have two tough games against West-

ern Oregon that we have to start with and we 
have to do our best to take those,” he said. 
Saint Martin’s finds themselves in fifth place 

chasing MSUB who are 12-16 in conference, 
while SMU is at 9-15.
Hagerman is in his most successful season as a 

Saint, hitting .343 with five doubles and helping 
man the outfield with Austin Feist, Steven Sor-
dahl, Brandon Witherspoon and Trevor Young, 
all options to slot in the corner positions or cen-
ter. 
The Saints have 14 remaining games in the 

season and are set to make playoffs. They will 
need to win the series versus MSUB in order to 
make playoffs this year. With some big wins in 
the forecast and some home field advantage, the 
Saints are going to try and get hot at the right 
time.

Saints set up for late season wins
Nathan Pearsall

Staff Writer

Saints Baseball yet to play at home in 2017 season
Brittany Orlosky

Section Editor

Saint Martin’s baseball team’s home field 

Photo courtesy of Toni C
hristy

Photo courtesy of sm
usaints.com
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The women’s golf team finished 
16th overall at the Mustang Inter-
collegiate tournament in Goodyear, 
Ariz., hosted by Western New 
Mexico University. On the first 
day, junior Lisa Zelasko and fresh-
man TiAnna Ford both shot sub-80 
which lead the Saints during the 
first 18-holes. Zelasko finished the 
day 6-over par, tied for 41st out of 
100 golfers with 78 points. Ford 
finished second for the SMU team 
with 7-over par, tied 51st out of the 
100 golfers with 79 points.  Senior 
Chloe Read finished 9-over par and 
tied for 65th place with 81 points. 
Juniors Sally Fletcher and Hai-
ley Warren both finished with 82 
points, tied for 73rd place out of the 
100 golfers. The Saints finished the 
day with 320 points overall. On the 
second day of the tournament, War-
ren lead the team by dropping nine 
strokes from her first 18-hole score 
finishing 40th overall in the tourna-
ment. Zelasko finished 48th overall 
in the tournament and finished with 
a consistent score of 78 from the 
first day. Ford finished third on the 

SMU team with 78 points and tied 
for 54th overall in the tournament 
by dropping one stroke. Read fin-
ished 71st overall with 81 points her 
second day and Fletcher dropped 
one stroke putting her 75th overall. 
The Saints remained in 16th place 
overall for both days.
The men’s team also competed in 

the Mustang Intercollegiate Tourna-
ment finishing in the seventh-place 
spot overall. Junior Drew Raab lead 
the Saints team both days shooting 
3-under par the first day which tied 
him for sixth place with 71 points. 
He led the Saints by seven strokes 

and made par 24 times throughout 
the tournament. Senior Ryan Pick-
thorn dropped four strokes after the 
first day and tied with sophomore 
Trevor Frisby for the 47th spot. 
Senior Austin Spicer shot 4-under 
par the first day finishing in the top 
five and shot 9-under par on the 
back 18. Senior Jared Rasmussen 
dropped three strokes on the back 
18 finishing with 77 points. The 
Saints finished eighth overall the 
first day out of 20 teams. On the sec-
ond day of the tournament the team 
finished seventh place overall led 
by strong performances from Raab 

and Pickthorn. Raab finished in 
sixth place for the first 36-holes and 
tied for seventh place overall out of 
104 golfers, shooting 1-under par. 
Pickthorn tied for 31st by shooting 
2-under par finishing with 70 points 
the final day. Spicer finished third 
on the SMU team and 46th overall 
with 72 points the final day. Frisby 
shot 2-over par and finished the day 
with 75 points which tied him for 
56th overall. Rasmussen dropped 
seven strokes from the first 18 holes 
which tied him for 86th overall. 
Pickthorn finished the tournament 
with 13 birdies and Raab with 12.
The men recently competed in the 

Hanny Stanislaus Invitational host-
ed by California State Stanislaus in 
Turlock, Calif. The team finished 
12th overall out of 15 teams. Raab 
led the Saints, shooting a 5-over 
par, by shooting four birdies 1-over 
par on the back 18 and finished 39th 
overall. Junior Chace Daskalos fin-
ished the tournament in 49th place. 
Pickthorn finished third on the 
SMU team and 53rd overall in the 
tournament. Frisby finished 58th 
overall and Spicer finished 67th.

Playing some of the best talent in the nation can 
intimidate some teams, but it can also bring out 
the best in them.
While going 3-3 in the California State Stan-

islaus Tournament in Turlock, Cali., pitcher Lau-
ren Maley had nothing but positive responses to 
how they held their own. The Saints led off the 
tournament with a 7-2 win over Humboldt State 
University. Kim Nelson was on the rubber for 
the Saints, getting a complete game victory with 
three strikeouts. She also collected a hit, an RBI 
and scored a run. Senior Mary Dettling was the 
biggest threat in the lineup, collecting two hits 
and driving in two runs.
Maley couldn’t think of any standout at the 

tournament when asked about the offensive side.
“When the offense was going, not just one per-

son was hitting well, everyone in the lineup was 
contributing,” she said. 
Throughout the wins, hits were spaced through-

out the top and bottom of the lineup. However, 
when the lineup was cold, that opened up for 
some tough games to follow. 
The Saints lost their next two games 2-4 against 

California State University Stanislaus and then 
2-3 against California State University Monterey 
Bay. In the first loss they tallied just five hits be-
tween two people and in the second, three of the 

hits came from sophomore Lauren Diuco. 
SMU turned things around after two consecu-

tive losses with an offensive outburst and a game 
called early due to the eight run rule. The Saints 
came out scoring seven runs in the first two in-
nings on their way to an 11-3 victory over Cali-
fornia State University East Bay. 
Maley was called on to pitch and went all the 

way, allowing one earned-run off of six hits. The 
offense exploded for 13 hits and five players had 
multiple hits in the game. 
After a tough 1-9 loss against Chico State, the 

Saints rebounded to end the tournament on a 
high note with a 7-1 win over California State 
University of Dominguez Hills. Junior Lindsay 
Miller and Dettling led the way on the offense 
for the Saints, both driving in two runs. 
After the Saints returned home, their attention 

turned to matchups with Western Washington 
University, Simon Fraser University and North-
west Nazarene University, and ended up going 
5-3 in the last eight games. 
This puts the Saints in second place in the Great 

Northwest Athletic Conference (GNAC) stand-
ings, behind Central Washington University 
(CWU), just before the Wildcats and Saints are 
set to meet April 23-24. CWU is 18-2 in confer-
ence play and the Saints find themselves sitting 
at 11-7. Maley was not afraid to admit the truth 
about CWU.
“I would say Central is the team to beat because 

they are a solid team,” she stated. 
When asked what it would take to defeat them 

before heading into the GNAC Tournament, 
Maley responded, “we just need to keep our bats 
going and pick up solid wins to boost our confi-
dence. If that happens then we set ourselves up 
for good things to happen come tourney time.” 
The Saints will host the GNAC Tournament 

May 4-6 on campus at the Saints’ softball field. 
Come out and support our Saints as their sea-
son winds down and they get ready to compete 
through playoffs. 

Junior Drew Raab helped lead the Saint’s to 7th place in the Mustang Intercollegiate tourna-
ment

Photo courtesy of sm
usaints.com

Whole lineup strong for Saints in California
Nathan Pearsall

Staff Writer

SMU golf: tournament stats and recap
Lauren Allison

Staff Writer

Senior Mary Dettling sets herself in the box

Photo courtesy of sm
usaints.com
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At Saint Martin’s University, we have a wide 
variety of athletic programs despite our small 
campus size. We have both women’s and men’s 
soccer, basketball, golf, track and field, cross 
country, softball, baseball and women’s volley-
ball. However, Saint Martin’s does not have a ski 
team. 
This did not prevent junior mechanical engi-

neering major and business administration minor 
Patrick O’Connell from continuing to ski while 
attending college. 
O’Connell represents the U.S. in international 

freestyle mogul skiing competitions, competing 
against other skiers from the U.S., Canada, Aus-
tralia, Japan, China, and many other countries. 
He is from a small ski town in Colorado called 
Winter Park. After beginning to ski at 18 months, 
he was 10 years old when he started freestyle 
mogul skiing. 
O’Connell received training from an Olympic 

jump coach, and by 13 years old he was hooked 
on the first flips he was taught. The Belltower 
sat down with O’Connell to learn about his pas-
sion for skiing, how he balances the traveling 

and school, and how he has been performing this 
year. 
For the national ski steam, O’Connell competes 

in freestyle mogul skiing which has two sets of 
jumps in the middle of the mogul course. He 
traveled all over the U.S. and Canada this year 

for competitions, taking him from Colorado to 
Utah, Vermont, California, Quebec and Brit-
ish Columbia. In his California competition, 
O’Connell won both of his events.
O’Connell loves skiing and finds a thrill in be-

ing able to ski competitively.
“I love everything about [skiing]. I love the 

snow, being outside on the mountains, the thrill 
of being able to go fast and take chances and 
with skiing you can always get better! Do some-
thing better, there’s no roof! Skiing scares me all 
the time but that’s probably another reason why 
I love it so much! I wouldn’t consider it to be 
fun if it didn’t. Luckily, I’ve haven’t been injured 
very much skiing. The worst I’ve probably had 
is concussions, tearing cartilage in my hips and 
slicing my chest open. I’ve been very lucky in 
the sport,” he said.
All of this traveling for skiing makes life and 

school a little hard for him. During the ski sea-
son, O’Connell misses about two to three days 
of school a week. He typically flies out on a 
Tuesday or Wednesday after his night classes, 
skies for four to five days and returns to Seattle 
on Sunday to be back in class Monday morning. 
This schedule continues from December to the 
end of March, but O’Connell believes that the 
busy schedule is completely worth it because he 
gets to do what he loves and earn an education at 
the same time.
O’Connell’s ultimate goal is to make it and ski 

in the Olympics. He just participated in the U.S. 
Nationals in Steamboat, Colo., and finished top 
five in dual moguls.

Patrick O’Connell began skiing when he was 18 months old.

photo coutresy of Patrick O
’C

onnell

Study abroad, from cover

Spotlight: National Ski Team racer Patrick O’Connell
Taylor Gersch

Staff Writer

Belltower staff’s favorite hobbies
Belltower 

Between the 
Lines

Every weekend before the 
paper comes out, the team 
gets together to finalize the 
issue...these are some things 

said during this process.

“Come to my room and I’ll teach 
you French... kissing.” -Brittany

“Who died today?” -Bethany

“Can it fit in my eye socket?” 
-Katherine

Brittany: “Are you done with 
that CapriSun?”
Sabrina: “You are supposed to 

chug it.”
Brittany: “No he’s been blowing 

it up for the last 10 minutes.”

“I feel like I’m gonna have a 
nose bleed in .5 seconds.” 
-Sabrina

“Oh farts I keep forgetting to 
turn on track changes.” -Roslyn

essentially say, ‘Look, people pay 
tuition at Saint Martin’s, and we’ll 
send them off to your school. Your 
folks can come here.’ It’s relation-
ship-building with Saint Martin’s. 
Financially, for Saint Martin’s, it’s 
as though they’re here on campus.”
Barton also emphasized an unmet 

demand for Saint Martin’s students 
at sister schools: “We’ve seen a 
drop-off in our students going 
abroad to our sister schools. We’ve 
been questioned as to why we’re 
not sending students.”
Students have raised concerns that 

limiting institutional aid to other 
study abroad programs will signifi-
cantly narrow the program selec-
tion. When asked about the future 
of study abroad programs at SMU 
more generally, Barton spoke of 
creating more long-term relation-
ships with educational institutions 
abroad. 
“We’re not cutting the budget,” he 

stated. “We’ve actually taken what 
money was getting spent there and 
we’ve said, ‘We need to make sure 
that money is available to students 
based on need and merit.’”

Barton even spoke of an increase 
in student aid: “For next year, 
we’re increasing aid to students by 
$900,000. But we’re trying to direct 
it in ways that we believe are more 
equitable.”
Barton further expressed that 

study abroad opportunities to sister 
institutions will still receive institu-
tional gift aid.
“The opportunities are there,” he 

said. “We’re not trying to take study 
abroad opportunities away. There’s 
unused study abroad opportunities 
that, financially, would be fully 

supported.”
Concerning students who had been 

accepted to study abroad programs 
before the change, Barton offered 
reassuring news. 
“For anybody who submitted the 

request for financial aid next year, 
it was honored and approved re-
gardless of the change in financial 
policy,” Barton said.
Those interested in studying 

abroad at SMU or learning about 
sister institutions should contact 
study abroad coordinator Brenda 
Burns in Old Main 427.
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After Saint Patrick’s Day, we 
see our grocery stores fill up with 
marshmallow chicks, chocolate 
bunnies and multitudes of jelly 
beans to welcome Easter. However, 
the Easter season isn’t signified 
to everyone by the abundance of 
sweets. Easter Sunday is to cel-
ebrate the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 
Traditionally, Ash Wednesday 

marks the beginning of Easter Sea-
son, with the 40 days of Lent lead-
ing up to Easter. Some celebrate 
Easter by attending Easter Triduum, 

three days of prayer that signify the 
three days Christ spent in the tomb, 
also known as Paschal Triduum. 
Over time, we’ve adopted different 
customs and traditions that have 
come from different religions and 
different parts of the world.  
How do Saint Martin’s students 

celebrate Easter? Many students 
shared their traditions and stories of 
past Easter celebrations with us. A 
common theme found was sharing a 
meal with family and having Easter 
egg hunts.   
Madison Eder, a freshman and 

accounting major, said her family 
doesn’t have a religious celebration, 
but the whole family gets together 
to scatter Easter eggs everywhere 
in the woods at her grandparent’s 
house.  
Ruby VonHenkle, sophomore 

mathematics major, said she usu-
ally celebrates at home with family 
where they have an Easter egg hunt 
for the neighborhood kids.
Cordell Trusty, a graduate student 

at Saint Martin’s, was happy to be 
home for Easter this year.  He was 
previously in the Marine Corps and 
has not spent Easter with family in 
12 years.  The tradition in his family 
is that everyone gets together and 
the men cook an Easter breakfast. 
Mc Erl Dave Andres, a first year 

English major, usually celebrates 
the Easter Triduum with family.  He 

is used to celebrating back home 
in Hawaii where he participates in 
the Stations of the Cross and serves 
Mass or reads the Passion of Jesus 
Christ. Another tradition he missed 
this year was the Easter egg hunt. 
According to him, the hunt gets 
pretty competitive. 
Jasmine Postma, senior elemen-

tary education major, typically has 
a quiet Easter celebration that in-
volves going to Church and then to 
brunch with her friends, family and 
fiancé. 
Ashley Shute, junior English ma-

jor, shared that her favorite Easter 
memory was when she and her 
sister lived in New York and her 
grandmother told them about a gi-
ant Easter bunny chasing them. 
This year, besides dying eggs and 
having an Easter egg hunt, she also 
plans to take her brother to pick out 
a fish and fish tank.
Nicolas Zavala, a sophomore Eng-

lish major, comes from a Catholic 
family where he is used to the Eas-
ter weekend activities. He explained 
that he and his family don’t eat meat 
during Holy Week. His favorite part 
of Easter weekend is spending time 
with family since all of his extended 
family gets together and sometimes 
they spend it in Idaho. 
“We never did the Easter bunny 

thing,” said Zavala.
Although not everyone celebrates 

Easter in the same way, the holiday 
is a chance for families to come 
together and spend time with each 
other. 

As you may have heard, Saint 
Martin’s is building new tennis 
courts located behind the softball 
fields. What you might not know is 
that Saint Martin’s previously had 
tennis courts located where Cebula 
Hall now stands. The university re-
moved them in order to make room 
for the new building. The new ten-
nis courts will consist of two full 
size courts which will be used for 
tennis, pickle ball and badminton. 
David Crawford, Director of Rec-

reation Services, will be oversee-
ing the use of the tennis courts and 
scheduling everything from indi-
vidual use to programming events 
like intramurals. 
Crawford explained, “The Univer-

sity and the Monks wanted to bring 
[the tennis courts] back. The intent 
is to create opportunities of recre-
ation for students, staff and fac-
ulty. While I wasn’t here when the 
courts were removed, I do know that 
a number of people around campus 
were sad to see them go. The build-
ing is an investment in the student 
population to ensure that they have 
a place to recreate. The location of 
the tennis courts is ideal in relation 
to the Rec Center and the dorms. 
Students will have access to the 
courts in the same way they have 
access to the Rec Center, and will 
be able to access the building from 
both sides. In the end I feel that it’s 
about community and giving people 
a place to experience new things.” 
Director of Athletics Bob Grisham 

has had the role of being an advisor 
to the project. Grisham explained 
that at this time there is no plan for 

creating a tennis program within 
athletics.
“[I am] looking forward to having 

the courts it allows us to provide 
another avenue for student activity 
which I think is great,” Grisham 
said.  
Junior business major Lisa Zelas-

ko thinks the idea of having tennis 
courts is good, but would have liked 
to see something else happen with 
the money. 
“I think the tennis courts would 

have been very nice if we had a ten-
nis team, and maybe they will lead 
to eventually adding a tennis team 
to our athletics program. However, 
I know that there are sports teams 
with present problems that could 
have been fixed. For example, track 
and cross country have been want-
ing a locker room, or maybe we 
could have put lights out on the soc-
cer and baseball fields so we could 
have night games and more student 
attendance” explained Zelasko. 
Alumnus and current graduate stu-

dent Shayne Kurihara is excited to 
see the school expanding but would 
rather have something other than 
tennis courts. 
“I would rather have an indoor 

turf field house because many of 
the outdoor sport athletes can’t 
practice outside due to the constant 
rain. It would benefit both athletes 
and non-athletes because it can be 
used for any activity” explained 
Kurihara. 
Saint Martin’s alumnus and cur-

rent graduate student Derek Schlat 
is excited to see another avenue for 
physical exercise open to the com-
munity. However, Schlat explains, 
“I would still love to see an indoor 

rock wall at some point.”
Facilities Director Philip Cheek 

has been working on the project 
and took some time out of his day 
to show me around where the future 
tennis courts will be. The school 
isn’t just building a couple of ten-
nis courts, it is building a whole 
complex. The covered structure is 
almost completed and is fitted with 
LED lights, a triple paned structure 
and doors equipped with key card 
access. The blacktop is athletic 
grade. New fencing will be installed 
surrounding Saint Martin’s grounds 
and the courts as well. The school is 
building walkways from Parsons to 
the courts and from the courts to the 
Rec Center.
Cheek explained that the univer-

sity wanted the project to be com-
pleted two  months  ago, but the 
recent weather conditions of con-

stant rain and cold made it dif-
ficult to lay the blacktop correctly 
to ensure no cracks would form in 
the foundation. The surface must 
be perfectly flat in order to pass in-
spection and Cheek wants to insure 
it passes. 
“We want to do it right,” explained 

Cheek. 
A majority of the project is being 

funded by the Saint Martin’s Ab-
bey, but the Charneski Foundation 
donated to the project and the 
remaining cost is being funded 
by the school. There is currently 
no completion date in place and 
no name designated to the courts. 

Located behind the softball field, the covered tennis courts are a great asset to the Saint 
Martin’s campus.

Photo courtesy of Taylor G
ersch

Return of the tennis courts

How Saint Martin’s Students Celebrated Easter 
Mariah Partin

Staff Writer

Taylor Gersch
Staff Writer

An inside look at the Saint Martin’s Abbey

A carving of Jesus as he carries the Cross

The Stations of the Cross represent the jour-
ney Jesus went through before the Crucifix-
tion.
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Lately our campus has experi-
enced some additions and changes 
in order to further develop our com-
munity. Students should be aware 
of these changes for the upcoming 
year since they will affect both the 
staff and students of Saint Martin’s 
University. 
SMU strives to provide the best 

possible service to military stu-
dents, veterans and their families 
for over 40 years. Our Veterans 
Center, which was recently moved 
to Harned Hall Room 211, supports 
educational or financial plans and 
other events for military students, 
based on the membership with 
Department of Defense Voluntary 
Education Partnership. 
Last month, the Veterans Club held 

the official opening ceremony and 
barbeque on campus. Students got a 
free lunch and enjoyed the activities 
accompanied by great weather.
A new addition to the campus will 

be The Diversity and Equity Cen-
ter, which will be located in Harned 
Hall rooms 200 and 202. 
When asked about this new ad-

dition, John Hopkins, Associate 
Dean of Students, stated that he was 
“very excited about the creation of 

the Diversity and Equity Center. 
Being a new diversity initiative for 
Saint Martin’s, the center promises 
to be a great learning resource for 
all students and a space for under-
represented students to call home. 
The fact that it is in Harned Hall 
means that the center is right in the 
middle of student activity and en-
ergy. It puts the center in the heart 
of campus.” 
Hopkins’ office, the Office of 

Service and Diversity Initiatives 
(OSDI), will be moved to this new 
location as well. 
“I am very much looking forward 

to this move. It places me in a more 
direct relationship with students, 
where we can build synergy be-
tween student organizations and 
think of ways to best support stu-
dent experiences,” he continued.
Hopkins hopes that many student 

programs dealing with diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion will result from 
the center and OSDI office. The of-
fice provides resources, workshops, 
events and other related programs 
that elevate diversity at Saint Mar-
tin’s. 
“The Diversity and Equity Center 

will be an outstanding resource for 
learning and support. Don’t be shy 
to come on in and say hello,” Hop-
kins encouraged. The renovation 

should be completed by early May. 
They will have an opening ceremo-
ny in the coming months. Students 
are encouraged to watch for the 
news to join in.
In May, Campus Ministry is plan-

ning to move into Old Main Room 
316 to provide better access to the 
student-focused initiatives they 
host. The office used to be located 
at the very end of the second floor 
of Old Main, making it difficult for 
students to find and visit. The new 
location will be much easier to lo-
cate and will be more available to 
students. 
“Just as the spiritual journey is a 

central part of the human experi-
ence, the Campus Ministry Center 
should be located in a central place 
on campus.” said Angela Carlin, 
Director of Campus Ministry. 
This office encourages students to 

study Saint Martin’s University’s 
core values of faith, reason, service 
and community. 
“I hope that students will make 

use of it by dropping by between 
classes, saying hello and grabbing 
a Capri Sun from the fridge. Come 
by to relax and meet other students, 
share good news or find a listening 
ear if you have something on your 
mind,” Carlin said. 
On May 8, Carlin is returning from 

her maternity leave to the new of-
fice. She is grateful for the time she 
has spent with her baby, Ruby, and 
for the SMU community’s support. 
“We have a lot of new things in the 

hopper for next year, including new 
retreats and expanding our Catholic 
Relief Services Student Ambassa-
dor program, and I’m eager to hit 
the ground running in May,” Carlin 
continued, “All are welcome, and 
there’s something there for every-
one!” 
Additionally, the Office of Finance 

is moving to Old Main room 201B. 
The Office of Finance offers help 
with financial problems to com-
munity members and associates of 
Saint Martin’s. 
The Office of Marketing and 

Communications is moving into 
Old Main room 201F. This office 
arranges advertisements and events 
for the campus as well as serving as 
a public relations service. 
The Belltower has moved to 

Harned Hall room 113. Our student-
run newspaper is always looking for 
news-worthy stories and article top-
ics. Anyone interested in applying 
for a position at our paper or look-
ing at our online articles and photo 
gallery can find all the information 
they need at belltowersmu.org.

As the school year comes to a 
close, some students are returning 
to their homes for the summer. Even 
though some students have vacation 
and work plans, it is also likely that 
many will not have anything to do. 
Fortunately, there are plenty of ac-
tivity and job opportunities on cam-
pus during the summer break. 
The Office of International Pro-

grams (OIPD) is now hiring for 
summer positions: an ESL instruc-
tor, a student ambassador (SA), a 
program lead (PL), a driver, and a 
Japanese and Mandarin interpreter 
for Summer Exchange Programs at 
Saint Martin’s University. 
Sarah Maumasi, Summer Program 

Manager, explained that “The most 
exciting thing is that they will get 
to work with international students 
from around the world! It is a fun 
and unique opportunity to meet and 
interact with international students 
as they discover the U.S.” 
One of the students who worked 

for the OIPD office last year as a 
Student Ambassador is senior Ling 
Donato. She has been involved with 
various activities on campus and 
displayed her leadership as presi-
dent of the International Club and 
treasurer of the Filipino Heritage 
Club.  
Donato recalled her experience 

as an SA, saying, “I gained a 
lot of insight from the different 

international students I had the 
privilege to interact with. The expe-
rience taught me patience because 
the language barrier was quite the 
struggle but you have to remem-
ber that the students are struggling 
too. This position also offered me 
to make friends from around the 
world and make my desire to travel 
stronger so I can meet them. It’s a 
great position to learn more about 
different cultures and backgrounds 
all while meeting someone new!” 
Donato exclaimed. 
Taking summer classes is a good 

option for students who need di-
verse learning. The summer se-
mester reflects and complements 
the regular university curriculum, 
similar to the fall and spring semes-
ters. During the session, not only 
the Saint Martin’s faculty but also 
other professionals from outside the 
university community will join. 
Laura Thong, a junior, said “I have 

taken summer classes every year for 
the last two years. That’s why I will 
be graduating a year earlier than ex-
pected this year.” She has worked 
additionally hard on her major in 
business and minor in computer 
science. 
“I will be taking CSC210 Database 

fundamental this summer. I am ex-
pecting to be able to understand the 
material really well since it will be 
my only class while enjoying time 

in the sun,” she said, smiling. 
Saif Alsarhani, a senior in me-

chanical engineering, earned 20 
credits from the summer session 
last year. 
“I am taking the summer session 

this year as well,” he said enthusias-
tically. The summer session begins 
May 30 and ends Aug. 18, includ-
ing three sessions. Students will 
need to complete registration before 
the first day of the classes that they 
plan to attend. For further informa-
tion, visit the Registrar’s page on 
the SMU website.
Finally, students may consider the 

Summer Creative Writing Institute 
as another option. The institute is 
open to community members as 
well as Saint Martin’s students. Stu-
dents can receive three credits for 
WRT 395 for attending the institute.  
Jim Lynch, author of several high-
ly-regarded novels set in Western 

Washington including “The Highest 
Tide” and “Before The Wind,” will 
lead the week-long workshop from 
June 4 to 10 here at SMU. Students 
will learn fiction writing and will 
gain inspiration through his lec-
tures, individual meetings and other 
activities with other local writers 
including Saint Martin’s professors 
David Hlavsa, Nathalie Kuroiwa-
Lewis, Ph.D., Jamie Olson, Ph.D. 
and playwright Bryan Willis. 
The event will also allow partici-

pants to visit the Lambert Lodge, 
owned by the monks of Saint Mar-
tin’s, for individual writing time as 
well as group work if desired. 
For more information and to regis-

ter for the workshop, contact Saint 
Martin’s English Professor Olivia 
Archibald, Ph.D., at oarchibald@
stmartin.edu. The registration dead-
line is May 15. 

Office additions and location changes at Saint Martin’s University  
Saki Mino
Staff Writer

Summer opportunities for Saint Martin’s students
Saki Mino
Staff Writer



As a follow-up to my op-ed from 
Fall semester,” Facility Frustrations: 
A Student’s Perspective,” I reached 
out to many of the same people that I 
interviewed to gain new insights on 
the updates and plans regarding the 
new science building. Many shared 
positive outlooks and excitement at 
the prospect of the new building, 
which should be completed within 
the next two years.
The current facilities that many 

STEM majors use are outdated. 
There is often not enough space, 
especially in intro classes and labo-
ratories such as General Chemistry 
and Biology. Many classes like 
these are filled to the seams and 
require multiple laboratory sections 
to accommodate the number of stu-
dents registered.
The design process for the new 

building is referred to as “progres-
sive design,” meaning that there is 
input from faculty, staff, students 
and the architects and builders 
alike. This type of design process 
often takes longer than a traditional 
design, but allows for many view-
points to be heard, and participation 
from the faculty and staff ensure 
that the building is meeting the 
needs of each department that will 
be utilizing the space. The involved 
faculty and administration, as well 
as builders and design teams, have 
been meeting every Wednesday to 
discuss the building and go over 
blueprints and details. These meet-
ings have been described as very 
positive and informative. 
The building is hopefully going 

to reach a goal of 30,000 square 
feet and will occupy space next to 
the newly built Panowicz Foundry 
building. The decision to move the 
building was made for two main 
reasons, costs and the endangered 
Mazama pocket gophers that in-
habit the original build area for the 
new building behind New Cebula 
Hall. The building has been altered 
to maximize cost effectiveness and 
will utilize building materials that 
are more eco-friendly. The total es-
timated cost is $10 million, which is 
around $3 million cheaper than the 
estimate given to me in my opinion 
piece last fall. Design changes and 
location changes have been the 
overall influences in the drop in 
costs.
Edward Barton, Chief Financial 

Officer and Vice President of Fi-
nance, gave insight on the updated 
costs and financial plan. 
“The design will fit in more with 

Panowicz foundry and the area that 
is around it. Compared to other 
buildings on campus, this building 
will be likely the most expensive 
and one of the largest buildings. 
Materials that are more functional 
will be used. The building is in-
tended to be expandable, so as the 
school grows so can the building. 
It is meant to be the hub of STEM 
activity.”
Jeff Crane, Ph.D., Dean of the 

College of Arts and Sciences, feels 
that the new design process has 
been going very smoothly, as well 
as the fundraising process. His first 
concerns for the building included 
collaboration space. 
“First and foremost, how do we en-

hance collaboration between faculty 

and students? We have found that 
students doing research with faculty 
improves retention and success. We 
will enhance faculty collaboration 
as well. We want people at work so 
they can meet and share ideas and 
develop new innovative ideas. That 
shared space is going to help with 
that.”
Crane is very confident that with 

the way fundraising and design are 
going, the building is on track to be 
completed quickly. He thinks that 
the two-year build time is attain-
able.
Aaron Coby, Ph.D., associate dean 

of the College of Arts and Sciences, 
feels that the design process has 
been very positive and interesting. 
He understands this has been a pro-
cess decades in the making, and that 
it is hard to fundraise and build new 
buildings as a private institution. He 
feels that the Institutional Advance-
ment office has been doing a won-
derful job fundraising and keeping 
in contact with the members of the 
building design panel.
“The silver lining here is, yeah it 

has taken a really long time to get to 
this point, but I think we are going 
to get a building that we are much 
happier with and that will last us 
longer.” Coby continued, “The new 
process, the reinvigorated process, 
has much stronger footing than any 
of the previous versions. We are ap-
proaching it from a more realistic 
view. We want a building that is 
going to function for us, and give 
us what we need. We want more 
research space, both for faculty and 
for students, we want collaboration 
space, things that interestingly, if 
we had built this building 10 or 15 

years ago we may have left out,” 
Coby explained. He feels that the 
building is coming at just the right 
time to give the university a space 
to accommodate all of its current 
and future needs.
Coby also feels that the progres-

sive design process has been much 
more effective in getting any and all 
input from constituents who will be 
using the building. The design team 
hopes to avoid any big mistakes. 
As the representative for the Biol-
ogy department, Coby believes that 
each department has had their con-
cerns and ideas addressed.
Gregory Milligan, Ph.D., associ-

ate professor of chemistry, shares 
the positive viewpoints that many 
other faculty share. He feels that 
the building cost and build time are 
very attainable and has been pleased 
with the design process and the 
overall spaces that will occupy the 
building, such as the new labs and 
research space. The collaboration 
and input have been very important 
to many of the science faculty, as 
their ideas can be implemented in 
ways that increase the faculty coop-
eration and innovation in research, 
as well as provide new student op-
portunities.
As I am graduating in 2019, it sad-

dens me that I will not get a chance 
to use the new building, but the pros-
pect of future STEM majors being 
able to utilize the new space and the 
experiments and discoveries that 
may come from the new labs and 
research areas makes me excited 
to see the construction begin.
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Saint Martin’s University is cur-
rently in the process of revising its 
existing general education require-
ments into the new proposed CORE 
requirements. CORE was voted 
on by the entire faculty on April 
20 and passed by a margin of 60 
percent to 40 percent. The CORE 
requirements, which are on track to 
be implemented in the Fall of 2018, 
would change both the classes and 
the class structure of general edu-
cation requirements. The current 
general education requirements 
have been in place for over 25 years 
but lacked a unifying theme. They 
are subdivided into different dis-
ciplines: Social Sciences, English, 
Science with a Lab, etc. The new 
CORE requirements would put an 
emphasis on inter-disciplinary and 
team teaching that would incorpo-
rate many different views into each 
CORE class.
The CORE requirements would be 

broken up into four main categories. 
The first category, Foundations, in-
cludes five courses taken primarily 
in a student’s freshmen year. Most 
students would take CORE 100, 
110 and 120. CORE 100 is First 
Year Seminar, like our current UNI 

classes. CORE 110 is Religious 
Studies and CORE 120 is Critical 
Reading and Writing, taught by the 
English department. 
The second category is called 

Conversatio Seminars. Conversatio 
Seminars would be taken during 
the second, third and fourth years. 
The Conversatio Seminars seek to 
“place disciplines in conversation 
with one another in the hopes of 
transforming student understanding 
of a particular question, problem or 
issue.” They include courses such 
as CORE 220 Social Sciences and 
CORE 240 Artistic and Creative 
Expression. These courses place a 
special emphasis on interdisciplin-
ary conversation and critical think-
ing.
The third category is called Ora 

et Labora. As the name describes, 
these classes involve “a transition 
from ora (mindful listening, read-
ing and learning) to labora (work 
in the world).” Through the Bene-
dictine values, these classes would 
teach students to apply what they 
have learned to an interdisciplinary 
environment with an emphasis on 
work in the world. This requirement 
would be made up of two courses 
which would generally be taken 
during the third and fourth years. 
The fourth category is called 

Capstone. Capstone is one course, 
CORE 400, which is taken during a 
student’s fourth year. The Capstone 
Project is unique to a student’s ma-
jor and would be administered by 
the faculty within a student’s major. 
Even though the Capstone project 
is specific to a student’s particular 
major, students would still be asked 
to consider questions from other 
majors that relate to their project to 
give it more depth.
Professor Kathleen McKain, Di-

rector of the CORE Program, de-
scribed the advantages of switching 
from our current general education 
requirements to the new CORE pro-
gram.
“The existing general education 

requirements are disciplined based 
and follow a ‘menu approach’ with 
basic categories such as Fine Arts, 
Social Sciences, etc. What we dis-
covered was that nothing ties all of 
these classes together. There is no 
unifying principle,” she explained. 
McKain said that this new ap-

proach was proposed by English 
Professor Todd Barosky, Ph.D., and 
that it “drew most from the Bene-
dictine intellectual tradition.”
McKain highlighted the interdis-

ciplinary nature of the CORE pro-
gram and emphasized that “when 
dealing with any kind of issue, the 

deepest discussion always happens 
when drawing from different disci-
plines.” 
McKain described her role as 

director of the CORE Program by 
explaining how she helped “shape 
[CORE] throughout the process. 
With anything that requires a lot of 
change, it’s bumpy. We do have a 
lot of support for it. Major curricu-
lum change has to appeal to all of 
the colleges and schools including 
the College of Arts and Sciences, 
School of Business, School of En-
gineering and the College of Coun-
seling and Education.” McKain 
went on to mention that one chal-
lenge was incorporating the CORE 
requirements with professional 
programs that have strict require-
ments of their own. It is worth men-
tioning, however, that the CORE 
requirements are less credit heavy 
than the current general education 
requirements. 
When asked about what she was 

most excited about regarding the 
new CORE requirements, McKain 
said, “The interdisciplinary aspect 
is most interesting. There’s lots of 
flexibility to be more creative. Fac-
ulty members can choose something 
they are most passionate about.”

Progressive design and positive outlooks fuel new science building project

Saints Martin’s considers innovative new CORE requirements
Brian Messing

Staff Writer

Sabrina White
Managing Editor
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There is a form of prejudice few 
people are comfortable discussing. 
Even though “microaggression” 
and “institutional racism” are be-
coming household language, there 
is one kind of prejudice which 
receives little attention. Why? Be-
cause practically everyone benefits 
from it - political prejudice.
This should appear especially odd 

because recent studies suggest po-
litical prejudice is actually growing 
in influence. According to a Gallup 
study spanning two decades, the 
ideological rift between American 
liberals and conservatives has been 
increasing since at least 1994.
Since 1994, political centrism has 

been on the decline as the percent-
age of Americans who hold consis-
tently liberal or conservative posi-
tions has increased. Unsurprisingly, 
hostilities between the two political 
groups have also grown in the past 
two decades. Gallup data from 2016 
indicates that 55 percent of Demo-
crats and 58 percent of Republicans 
view the opposing party as “very 
unfavorable.” In 1994, only 17 per-
cent of Democrats and 21 percent of 

Republicans reported the same.
Gallup data from 2014 reveals 

that 27 percent of Democrats and 
36 percent of Republicans see the 
other party as “a threat to the na-
tion’s well-being.”
Although political disagreement is 

desirable, outright hostility prevents 
opposing groups from discussing 
their disagreements and reaching 
compromises. But there are worse 
consequences.
Nicholas Kristof, a New York 

Times columnist, brought up the 
issue of ideological diversity in his 
opinion piece, “A Confession of 
Liberal Intolerance.” He suggested 
that universities, predominantly 
controlled by liberals, should hire 
more conservative faculty to avoid 
groupthink. The comment most rec-
ommended by online NYT readers? 
“You don’t diversify with idiots.”
An appropriately named study by 

Shanton Iyengar of Stanford Uni-
versity and Sean J. Westwood of 
Princeton University called “Fear 
and Loathing Across Party Lines” 
indicates that political prejudice 
even affects nonpolitical judgments.
In the study, each of the 1,021 

participants were presented with 
the resumes of two high school 

graduates. Their task was simple: 
select the student who will receive 
a scholarship. For one participant 
group, the first student resume had 
a typical European American name 
and the other had a typical Afri-
can-American name. For another 
participant group, one student was 
president of the young Republicans 
while another was president of the 
young Democrats.
The results are telling. The study 

relates that “approximately 80 per-
cent of partisans (both Democrats 
and Republicans) selected their in-
party candidate.”
After comparing the political and 

racial selection results, the study 
concluded that “discrimination 
based on party affiliation exceeds 
discrimination based on race.”
Political prejudice is extremely 

convenient. By prejudging other 
beliefs as wrong or immoral, con-
firmation bias takes its hold and 
groupthink ensues. 
If the country’s liberals one day 

decided to cease participating in 
any form of political activity, in-
cluding everything from voting to 
talking politics, liberalism would 
practically cease to exist. Imag-
ine the result. With no liberals to 

challenge conservative arguments 
and policies, conservativism would 
go completely unchecked. Most lib-
erals would find this prospect hor-
rifying, as they rightly should.
We should be similarly horrified if 

conservatives ceased to participate 
in the political process. Ironically, 
some who agreed that the first case 
is dangerous would find the second 
case ideal. That is the epitome of 
groupthink. It is the equivalent of 
saying, “Groupthink is wrong un-
less my group is the one doing it.” 
That’s also called the fallacy of spe-
cial pleading.
But opinions rarely change be-

cause of an argument alone. Em-
pathy is essential, and this is where 
hostility becomes a game-stopper. 
Without empathy, we are more 
likely to reject a belief because the 
person advocating it appears hostile 
to us and not because we have ex-
amined the evidence objectively.
Acknowledging political prejudice 

is necessary to approach political, 
social and moral issues with clear 
heads.

On April 6, Saint Martin’s students and uni-
versity community members gathered at the 
Norman Worthington Conference Center to 
celebrate the 10th Annual Barrio Festival. The 
Filipino Heritage Club (FHC) began the event 
with the Philippines’ national anthem, “Lupang 
Hinirang” which means “The Chosen Land” in 
English. After the song, club advisor Floralisa 
Bornasal spoke on how the Barrio Festival came 
about.
Before teaching in SMU’s civil engineering de-

partment, Bornasal was an SMU student herself. 
While she was doing her undergraduate studies 
in 2008, she founded FHC in hopes of provid-
ing a way for students to celebrate the Filipino 
culture. The Barrio Festival serves as the club’s 
highlight event. 
“I don’t have a position but I love to volunteer 

for FHC. Whenever they need me, I’m there,” 
sophomore Stephanie Suresca said. 
This is her first year being acquainted with 

FHC, and she helped with set up the Barrio Fes-
tival along with the icebreakers that followed 
Bornasal’s speech. People from the audience 
volunteered to be part of the games such as 

“Guess the Sauce” where each participant was 
blindfolded and fed a spoonful of traditional 
Filipino condiments. 
This year, their goal was to showcase student 

talent. Suresca performed the song “Only Ex-
ception” by the band Paramore with FHC officer 
Garnet Hatcher-Algoso. 
“It was fun! I liked how I sang a verse in Eng-

lish and Garnet would sing a verse in Tagalog,” 
Suresca exclaimed. 
One of the Philippines’ favorite party activi-

ties is karaoke. Thomas Quichocho, a junior, 
expressed his love for Filipino entertainment 
by performing two “karaoke style” songs in 
Tagalog with sophomore Sarah Pasion. Pasion 
was responsible for creating the agenda and the 
PowerPoint, gathering supplies and picking top-
ics for the games. 
Coordinating the event required Pasion to make 

sure everyone was on the same page and doing 
what they were requested to do. However, that 
was not Pasion’s main concern. 
“The most stressful part was ordering the rice 

last minute!” Pasion shared, explaining that rice 
is a key ingredient in a traditional Filipino meal. 
They had their food catered by a local restaurant, 
which consisted of Filipino cuisine like pancit 
bihon (noodles) and puto (bread made of rice 

flour). 
For the past three years, YouTube performer 

Melvin Gutierrez has flown up from Los Angeles 
for the Barrio Festival. This year he performed 
three songs, “Honestly,” “How Far I’ll Go,” and 
“Where is the Love.” The ukulele player men-
tioned how he considered SMU and its commu-
nity “family.” 
Unlike past festivals, the event happened on a 

weeknight. Not as many people had the chance 
to attend the celebration. 
“Although there were some difficulties and 

mistakes made, I feel like the turnout was great 
for a Thursday night,” Pasion said. With the 
Barrio Festival being on advising day and in the 
middle of the semester, club officers had a hard 
time agreeing on when the fiesta would take 
place. It was supposed to happen in February, 
but everyone’s semester schedule clashed and 
the event was pushed back. 
The Barrio Festival concluded a few minutes 

early with a game of Limbo. Next year, FHC 
plans on continuing the twhe Barrio Festival tra-
dition. They hope to include performances from 
the community and Filipino games to engage 
more audience members.

The hidden prejudice
Evan Lake
Staff Writer

Saint Martin’s celebrates 10th annual Barrio Festival
Cleo Pineda
Staff Writer
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Color dances and colorful events 
have been gaining popularity over 
the years.  Who can resist a chance 
to jam out to upbeat music and 
make a colorful mess with friends? 
College campuses are getting more 
creative with their school celebra-
tions and Saint Martin’s University 
is not behind the curve.  
On Saturday, April 8, the Glow 

Rage’s PaintU Paint Rave was held 
in the SMU Rec center with over 
one hundred attendees. Students 
were able to let loose and dance 
their worries away all evening with 
good music and a lot of paint. The 
event offered an exciting glow in 
the dark rave, where bright and 

bold colors were splashed across 
the crowd.  Was this the solution to 
post-spring break sadness or a relief 
to midterm stress? It seems so.    
This Paint Rave was an event put 

on by Campus Life. Sophomore 
Larissa Kolasinski, one of the Pro-
gramming specialists (PROS) is the 
dance chair for Campus Life. She 
suggested a Paint Rave after the 
PROS went to a conference back in 
November in California where they 
met the DJs that were contracted for 
this colorful event.  
The Campus Life PROS coordi-

nate over 100 activities a year for 
Saint Martin’s students. This in-
cludes cultural events, game nights, 
music and comedy shows, off cam-
pus trips and of course, dances. Stu-
dents who want to be involved with 
these productions can find more 
information through Campus Life.
According to Kolasinski, the Paint 

Rave was much like any other 
dance, but this time students wore 
white T-shirts that were provided. 
The paint splattered on dancers 
would wash out of clothes and skin. 
This was smart thinking on the part 
of Campus Life. So how did the 
“paint” part of the paint rave work?  

Kolasinski said that paint was splat-
tered and thrown from the stage, 
and people were blasted with squirt 
guns filled with paint as well.  
The Glow Rage Paint Rave was 

the first color party of its kind here 
at Saint Martin’s University.  Due 
to the success of this creative and 
vibrant event, Saint Martin’s might 
be able to expect more paint raves 
or similar dances in the future. 
Kolasinski sounded hopeful about 
the continuation of these paint rave 
type dances.
The rave needed volunteers as 

well so students were asked at the 

door if they wanted to throw paint, 
and to no surprise, many obliged. 
The rave proved to be a success 

and a hit as the last party of the 
school year. Campus Life did a 
great job throwing the event. Hope-
fully, students can look forward to 
more fun filled, and maybe even 
colorful, events in the future.

Remaking, reimagining and re-
working older films seems to be 
the aim of Hollywood these days. 
The latest remake attempt making 
a stir in the industry is the Rupert 
Sanders directed film “Ghost in the 
Shell,” released March 21.   
“Ghost in the Shell” is a 2017 re-

make of a science fiction, dystopian 
manga of the same name, created by 
Masamune Shirow. The manga was 
turned into an animated film, and 
this is what the new movie draws 
heavily upon.  I found it enjoyable, 
even beautiful. The inner mono-
logue of what makes you human, 
what drives your very existence, is 
pulled into question in both films, 
but of course the original does it 
better. So how are we to feel about 
a film that was inspired by Blade 
Runner, only to then inspire The 
Matrix series? Mixed, is the best 
way to describe it. But this is about 

the 2017 film, so we shouldn’t get 
caught up in what was, but examine 
what currently is. 
Set in 2029, the line between 

humans and robots is slowly blur-
ring as cybernetic enhancements 
become the norm. Because of this, 
the story follows a young woman 
Mira Killian (portrayed by Scarlett 
Johansson) who has her entire brain 
transplanted into the body of a cy-
borg, which is then weaponized to 
make her the perfect soldier. Defy-
ing the objections of her designer, 
Dr. Oulete, Mira is denied her own 
history and becomes Major of the 
Counter-Terrorism group Section 9. 
The film follows both the original 
ideas of its creator, and questions 
how far humans should be al-
lowed to play God. What “makes” 
a human is considered to be his/her 
sentience, but as we are judgmental 
creatures, those who are not exactly 
like us are questioned or abandoned. 
Mira struggles with her haunting 
memories and lack of place in the 

world, while also attempting to take 
down a terrorist hacker who is kill-
ing off her creators. 
Visually stunning, the film has 

some of the best CGI and cinema-
tography of 2017 so far, with valu-
able themes of consent and a power-
ful female lead. Major is portrayed 
as an intense yet lost individual, 
seeking her place in a world she did 
not ask to be a part of. 
The controversy surrounding the 

“white-washing” of the film has 
been debunked by its very creator 
and is another example of Western 
overreach when it comes to a prop-
erty that is not their own. 
It has been stated that Major was 

always intended to be Caucasian, 
Shirow explained in an interview 
with The Hollywood Reporter.
“Looking at her career so far, I 

think Scarlett Johansson is well cast. 
She has the cyberpunk feel. And we 
never imagined it would be a Japa-
nese actress in the first place. This 
is a chance for a Japanese property 

to be seen around the world,” Shi-
row said.  
While this isn’t direct evidence 

of Major’s “Shell” being initially 
conceived as Caucasianoid, it 
shows that the Japanese right hold-
ers were comfortable with the idea, 
and signed the contract with full 
knowledge of what to expect. Far 
from being offended, their outlook 
is positive. There are several other 
interviews with Shirow to calm the 
rage that has been circulating on 
social media over the film’s casting 
choices. 
The film is well written, and de-

spite its stiff moments, has earned 
B+ ratings. I recommend catching 
it while it’s still in theaters, because 
even if the plot is sometimes la-
borious, the visuals will never be 
seen on a better screen than the big 
screen.

Last party of the year in color

Breanna Brink
Staff Writer

Mariah Partin
Staff Writer

Photos courtesy of Alexis H
ickey

Photo retrieved from creativecommons.org

Programming specialist (PROS) Larissa Ko-
lasinski (center).

The paint dance was inspired by a conference the PROS attended in California. 
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