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On Nov. 4, star of the PBS show 
“Simply Ming” and owner of the 
Blue Dragon restaurant in Boston, 
Ming Tsai brought Chinese culture 
and food to Saint Martin’s annual 
gala fundraising event. Tsai, along 
with emcee RC Smith, amused a 
crowd of over 500 guests and raised 
1.2 million dollars for student 
scholarships. The night was filled 
with laughter, delicious food, and 
generous donations.
Before the dinner began, guests 

checked in at the Charneski Recre-
ation Center for the reception and 
silent auction portion of the night. 
Guests had the opportunity to bid on 
packages such as winery tours and 
sports tickets, meet and take pic-
tures with Tsai, buy a cookbook or 
two, and converse with other donors 
attending the event. 
The Marcus Pavilion transformed 

from a college basketball court to a 
beautiful, ornate dining hall, draped 

with copious amounts of red cur-
tains and bamboo centerpieces on 
each gold-clothed table. The stage 
on which Tsai worked his magic 
was shadowed by a large banner of 
a lotus flower, the symbol which 
appeared as the logo for this year’s 
event. Guests had the opportunity 
to purchase red or gold barstools 
on stage for each course, allowing 
them to be up close and personal 
with the chef, raising a total of 7000 

dollars alone.
While prepping one of the first 

courses, Tsai was cutting an onion, a 
staple in many Asian dishes. Smith, 
the emcee for the night, asked Tsai 
if he had any tips to avoid crying 
while chopping the potent vegeta-
ble. “The reason people cry is sim-
ple,” Tsai stated, “the knife you’re 
using is too dull.” He then went on 
to explain the mist that comes from 
an onion when a dull knife comes 

in contact with its surface. Later, 
when his shrimp salad was finished, 
the handmade dish was auctioned 
off for 500 dollars, and delivered by 
the chef himself.
While Chef Tsai was mastering his 

courses, several unique items were 
auctioned off, including a hand-
forged knife, which took seven days 
to craft. This item sold for a whop-
ping 3600 dollars. Crafted pieces 
seemed to be especially popular. 
Mike Halliday, who graduated from 
SMU in 1975, handmade commem-
orative wine barrels, signed by the 
celebrity chef and emcee, and auc-
tioned each for 1,000 dollars.
Sancha Elevado, an accounting 

major with a minor in religious 
studies graduated from Saint Mar-
tin’s in 2012 and was the evening’s 
student speaker. Elevado shared  
her story as a Saint and how the uni-
versity donors made her successes 
possible. “I wouldn’t have been 
able to study abroad in England if it 

This year, Saint Martin’s wel-
comed the new assistant coach 
Atanas Atanassov to the SMU track 
and field team. Atanassov will pri-
marily be working with the sprint-
ers, jumpers and relay teams. Ata-
nassov has been coaching for more 
than 20 years, with experience in 
his home country Bulgaria in addi-
tion to 14 years in the United States. 
Before arriving at SMU, Atanassov 
coached 12 national championships 
in Bulgaria. He has worked with a 
wide variety of schools from high 
school to NCAA Division I. He also 
worked with Olympic athletes in 
the 2016 Rio Olympics, where he 
coached the U.S. team to 11th place 
in the decathlon. “The Olympic 
games are something very big com-
pared to single sports and competi-
tion. It’s an exciting experience to 
be a part of,” said Atanassov. 
Along with his impressive resume, 

Atanassov coached Jeremy Taiwo 
in 2012-13, who broke a world re-
cord and high jumped 2.25- meters 
or seven feet 4.5 inches. With his 
high-level experience and knowl-
edge, Atanassov brings skills and 
experience to the team that SMU 
has not seen before. “I like to work 
with developing athletes, like most 
of the athletes on our team. And I 
think I’ll be helpful for them with 
my knowledge and try and develop 
their skills. From the short time I 
work with them, it looks like we 
are getting together with our think-
ing and the results we are getting 
it looks like we are showing big 
potential for future of this season,” 
said Atanassov, describing pre-sea-
son training. “The team is looking 
good, the incoming freshman and 
the returners, they have some big 
potential to be a very high com-
petitive level.” The indoor track 
and field season will begin on Dec. 
9th with the first meet in Nampa, 
Idaho against Northwest Nazarene 

University.  
Craig Boyle, a junior pole vaulter, 

recently joined the decathlon team 
on the men’s track and field team. 
Bolye, from Vancouver, Wash., 
has been vaulting since his fresh-
man year at Seaton Catholic High 
School. Bolye is excited for the new 
season and the new coach, “…[Ata-
nassov] is really great, amazing to 
work with. I’m also excited because 
everyone seems more upbeat and 
more positive.” Last year, Boyle 
was bumped out of third place and 
ended up getting fourth. “…that 
was kind of painful, but this year 
I plan on knocking the other guys 
out,” said Boyle. 
With the indoor season coming up, 

the track and field team is gearing 
up and training hard with the hopes 
of having a home meet this year. 
“It’s exciting, that we might get a 
home meet this year, so if we do 
definitely come out and support the 
team no matter what…but really if 
we get more students coming out 

and rallying behind us that would 
really mean a lot.” Boyle com-
mented. With new coaches and new  
team members, the track and field 
team plan on competing well this 
season. 

See Gala Page 12
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Saint Martin’s Track and Field welcomes 
new coach Atanas Atanassov

Chef Ming Tsai cooks up a wonderful meal on stage to the delight of the audience. 
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Role of the adviser
The adviser is a journalist, educator and manager who is, above all, a role model.  The adviser’s ultimate goal is to mold, preserve and protect 

an ethical and educational environment,  not to monitor the final content of the student newspaper.
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Hello everyone,

One of the most exciting parts about being a journalist is investigating note-worthy topics and 
sharing them with the world. As your fellow students, the staff at the Belltower wants to not only 
share about student-run events, but also go further into the world of investigative research and 
bring to light both new and challenging issues for students to ponder. This issue, we feature news 
summaries of student-impacting events like the #Metoo movement, as well as Saint Martin’s ex-
clusive opportunities—in this particular issue, an personal interview with gala celebrity chef Ming 
Tsai and an inside look of the student tour inside the Hanford Nuclear Reactor site. In addition to 
covering Saint Martin’s campus and sports events, the Belltower hopes to keep you up-to-date with 
national controversies, like those due to the newly released JFK files, and to present both sides of 
our local and national news. 
With so many possible stories and events to write about, our staff is limited in choosing what we 

are able to cover. If there are any major local or national events that you would like to see covered, 
or perhaps a specific professor or department that deserves recognition, please let us know. We as 
a newspaper are here for you. 
As always, thank you for your dedication to reading our paper, and we hope to hear from you 

soon.

Sincerely,

Bethany Montgomery, Managing Editor

Keep in Touch!
E-mail: belltower@stmartin.edu 

Web: belltowersmu.org 

Twitter: @belltoweratsmu 

Facebook: SMU Belltower
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On Thursday, Nov. 9, Cebula Hall opened its 
doors to host an event of support for students, 
staff, teachers and community members that have 
served or are currently serving in the military. 
431 currently enrolled students, out of all Saint 
Martin’s students, are either active military, vet-
erans, or some other form of military. The event 
catered to more than just a handful of that pop-
ulation. Upon entering the room, veterans and 
active service members were greeted with warm 
applause from the Veterans Club and committee, 
before culminating into deep hearted thanks for 
the service that has been or will be given. 
At 11 a.m., service members and supporters 

gathered next to Cronk Plaza to enjoy a series 
of speeches and thanks before proceeding to a 
barbeque. Guests were given a “buddy” poppy, 
a handmade fabric red flower to wear proudly in 
their support for the veterans of the Saint Mar-
tin’s community.
According to History.com, there are over 21 

million veterans in our country today, all coming 
from diverse backgrounds, having served in sep-
arate wars or peacetimes. 16.1 million of those 
veterans served during at least one war through-
out their lives, while another six million have 

served during peace time. At least two million 
of our veterans are women. Our veterans come 
from anywhere, at many different ages, all with 
vastly different stories and times they served. 
Yet one thing stays the same between all of our 
veterans, the holiday we have to celebrate their 
service. 
What started as “Armistice Day” in 1919 

shortly after World War I became recognized as 
a national holiday in 1938. History.com wrote, 
“Congress passed a resolution in 1926 for an an-
nual observance, and Nov. 11 became a national 
holiday beginning in 1938.” The holiday was 
renamed to “Veterans Day” in 1954 when Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower ordered the change. 
This day has been set aside and acknowledged as 

a national holiday to show appreciation and grat-
itude for veterans and the sacrifices they have 
made to help our country. History.com states that 
“Unlike Memorial Day, Veterans Day pays trib-
ute to all American veterans –living or dead- but 
especially gives thanks to living veterans who 
served their country honorably during war or 
peacetime.” Other countries have similar ways 
to celebrate and commemorate their veterans, in-
cluding Canada, which celebrates Remembrance 
Sunday on the second Sunday of November. In 
countries such as Great Britain, it is custom to 
spend two minutes of silence at 11 a.m. every 
Nov. 11 in honor of those who have served. 
Saint Martin’s put together this ceremony to 

help recognize and welcome veterans and ser-
vice members of our school, and to pay tribute to 
them. Throughout our faculty, staff, and students 
we have a large veteran population. This event 
is just one way the school gives thanks to our 
service members for all that they have done. Our 
country continues to celebrate veterans every-
where with gratitude for their service, sacrifice, 
and dedication every year on Veteran’s Day.

On Nov. 4, 2017, Saint Martin’s 
Social Squad was able to conduct 
a one-on-three interview with the 
university’s featured chef, Ming 
Tsai. Tsai was the feature Chef of 
Saint Martin’s University’s 12th 
annual Gala, which helped raise 1.2 
million dollars for student scholar-
ships. 
In the thirty-minute interview, 

Lauren Diuco, Mia Rollins, and 
myself were able to have a heartfelt 
conversation with the chef on life, 
academics, and his experience in 
the culinary world.
Q: Why are YOU here tonight? 

What’s your reason behind cook-
ing for Saint Martin’s Gala this 
year?
A: It really goes back to Mario 

Batali, who is a buddy of 25 years, 
told me and said, “Look my Dad 
is going to reach out and is going 
to ask you to do something out in 
Seattle.” Mario being a buddy, I 
said, “Sure, have him call.” So he 
reached out and mentioned he’s a 
trustee here and would I be interest-
ing in coming. Now, this is way in 
advance, this is like 18 months ago. 
It wasn’t even like they waited two 
months or something, they reached 
out over a year ago. 
So really it was a favor to Mario, 

because that’s what chefs do, es-
pecially best chef friends. I mean, 
Armandino Batali is one of the 

nicest people I’ve ever met. He’s 
just genuinely sweet, incredibly 
proud of Mario and just loves all 
chefs. That type of love was obvi-
ous in our communication. I said, 
“Look, if I can come out and help 
Saint Martin’s University I’m going 
to do it.” And I’m glad I’m here. 
I’ve been incredibly well fed, which 
is important as a chef, and treated 
like royalty which is nice. 
Q: So we heard you’re also a big 

advocate for higher education, 
how has higher education affect-
ed the person you are today?
A: I mean, look, I was born Chi-

nese and I’m going to die Chinese. 
When you’re Chinese, like a lot 
of other cultures, education is job 
number one. I mean that was brain-
washed into us as kids. It wasn’t 
questioned if we were going to go 
to college, the question was, “Are 
you going to get a Ph.D.? Are you 
going to get a Master’s Degree?” 
College was a given and I’m bless-
ed because that’s not a “given” to a 
lot of kids in America or even the 
world. But, in my family and cul-
ture, it was: Respect your elders. 
Period. And do well in college. 
Period. And, as I said earlier, if you 
can become a doctor, lawyer, or en-
gineer that’s even better! Those are 
the “professions,” as a Chinese boy, 
I could choose from. 
Higher education, and its cli-

ché but it’s true, it opens doors. It 
separates you from a large field of 
people that can work. If you get a 

college degree you’re definitely at 
a higher level, but it doesn’t guar-
antee anything, because there’s a lot 
of bad college students, but thank 
god there’s a lot of genius college 
students too. There’s college stu-
dents, like here at Saint Martin’s, 
that have realized, “You know what, 
one of the most important things is 
not GPA, and not my next job, and 
not how much I get paid, but what 
I can do that 1. I love to do and ful-
fills my passion and 2. What can I 
do that’s going to leave this world a 
better place?”
The fact that it’s in your DNA, as 

a college, and it’s obviously in the 
Monk’s DNA as well. I mean if 

you’re a monk, giving back is your 
job. I mean it’s their job number 
one. It should be everyone’s job 
number one. Everyone in this room 
and everyone at Saint Martin’s is al-
ready better off than majority of this 
country. If you have that opportuni-
ty, and I always say this to college 
kids, “Don’t blow it.” Sometimes 
your biggest concern is your next 
test or your next paper. That’s a 
great concern to have but it’s not 
your next meal, which is a real 
concern for others. So the fact that 
you’re already here, take advantage 
of it. Shine and take advantage of 
it to make sure you do leave your 
mark. 

Saint Martin’s supports veteran community with veteran’s day event
Hannah Gabel

Staff Writer

An interview with featured celebrity chef Ming Tsai
Jessilyn Dagum

Staff Writer

Flags outside Cebula Hall honoring our veterans
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Chef Ming Tsai (left) with Bethany Montgomery (center) and Jessilyn Dagum (right).
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“Thor: Ragnarok” has electrified theaters since 
its release on Nov. 3. There is no sugar coating 
the lackluster performances of the first two Thor 
films. No amount of playful Loki and burly, 
glorious Thor can save films that are fundamen-
tally not entertaining or exist solely as bridges 
between Avengers movies. It seems Marvel fi-
nally got the memo in the third film; Thor needs 
to be allowed to stand alone and claim his spot 
among the cast as someone more than just a hu-
man-smitten Asguardian whose personality is as 
thick as his hammer. That said, Ragnarok took 
lessons from the current theatrical climate, ad-
justed its themes and produced something truly 
fantastic. If you’ve been waiting for a Thor mov-
ie to learn how to take itself seriously while also 
having fun, “Thor: Ragnarok” is for you.  
The IMDb description is simple, “Imprisoned 

on the other side of the universe, the mighty 
Thor (Chris Hemsworth) finds himself in a dead-
ly gladiatorial contest that pits him against the 
Hulk (Mark Ruffalo), his former ally and fellow 
Avenger. Thor’s quest for survival leads him in 
a race against time to prevent the all-powerful 
Hela (Cate Blanchett) from destroying his home 
world and the Asgardian civilization.” 
So far the movie has earned an 8.2/10 IMDb 

rating and a 93 percent Rotten Tomatoes score, 
both of which are comprised of audience reviews 
as well as professional critic scores. Impressive-
ly, after only its first weekend in the box-office, 
the film has already made 211.3 million dollars, 
against a production budget of 180 million dol-
lars (not including advertising costs). With all 
that in mind, does it make the movie worth the 
approximate 11.50 dollars to go see in theaters? 
Director Taika Waititi has brought something 

entirely new to the Thor installments. Not only  
did he create a visually pleasing movie to wit-
ness, he also voiced one of the most comedic 

characters in the film, Korg. Giving this film 
the upbeat tempo of Guardians of the Galaxy 
has paid off, with bright colors, a space oriented 
adventure, and the use of Led Zeppelin’s “Im-
migrant Song” as a mantra for the film. It brings 
an exciting and all-too-fitting string of lyrics to 
serenade important moments. “Hammer of the 
gods will drive our ships to new land. To fight 
the hordes and sing, and cry. Valhalla, I am com-
ing,” is often heard ringing in the background 
of titular scenes while the cast struggles against 
Hela’s army of undead Asguardian warriors. 
Some may struggle with sections of this film, 

which have been dramatically spoiled by trail-
ers, such as the intense lead up to Hulk’s reveal, 
which feels somewhat tiring when anyone who 
has seen a trailer is already well aware of who 
Thor is about to be facing in the grandmaster’s 
(Jeff Goldblum) coliseum of death. Another al-
teration to the Marvel mythology is Hela herself, 
who readers of the comics will recognize not as 
the Enchantress, who was the original character 
attempting to bring about Ragnarok, but as Lo-
ki’s Daughter. Though one would assume due 
to DC comics already using a character named 
the Enchantress, they took an alternative route, 
one that has not too heavily disappointed Marvel 
fans. 
The Hollywood Reporter still had this to say 

on the original incarnation of Hela, “As Loki’s 
daughter, Hela has been a longtime thorn in the 

side of both Thor and Odin. Since her comic book 
debut in 1964’s “Journey into Mystery” No. 102, 
she has continually tried to take over Asgard, 
take down Thor or just generally spread mischief 
and wrongdoing wherever possible — especially 
if it means she can add to her undead armies.” 
With this in mind she’s really not much different 
in this film. She’s still powerful, threatening, and 
dangerous. Instead, she’s Thor and Loki’s older 
sister, and she’s got daddy issues. 
This article could continue for ages about little 

things, such as Skurg needing more screen time, 
the angelic imagery used to portray the Valkyrie, 
Tessa Thompson’s amazing acting skills, or the 
fact that Jane and Thor have officially broken up. 
A consensus needs to be made, and it’s certainly 
that this film is worth your time and money. You 
will enjoy cameos from other Avengers, hints at 
the ever expanding Marvel universe, and witty 
comedy that will make die-hard fans and the ca-
sual moviegoer laugh. In the end, this movie is all 
about little details and comedic punch-lines that 
know just how to hit right, including mocking its 
own franchise entries, such as Thor: The Dark 
World.” Just like with any Marvel film, stay till 
the end of the credits for a little something extra 
to keep you going.
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Recently, Electronic Arts (EA), a 
popular video game company and 
developer of titles such as “Star 
Wars: Battlefront,” the “Battlefield” 
series, and “The Sims” franchise has 
come to hold the record for the most 
downvoted comment on popular 
social media website Reddit. The 
comment comes as a response to a 
disgruntled consumer and Redditor, 
following the current wave of upset 
caused by the increasing number 
of microtransactions present in the 
gaming industry today.
Microtransactions have been a 

heated topic of debate in the gam-
ing industry, with large companies 
like EA receiving complaints that 
the companies are overcharging 
for unfinished content, and stealing 
from consumers through unnec-
essary paywalls. Similar reactions 
on a smaller scale happened with 
games like “Team Fortress 2”, a 
free-to-play game that introduced 
microtransactions for things like 
weapon upgrades, skins, character 
outfits and accessories, and other 
unique items. These free-to-play 
games are often referred to as “free-
mium” when they include micro-
transactions. Those who criticize 
the microtransaction system in free-
to-play games nicknamed them 
“pay-to-win” games.
The comment on Reddit has gar-

nered 676,000 downvotes as of 

the publication of this article. The 
previous downvote record was held 
at around 24,000 downvotes. It is 
apparent that the gaming commu-
nity and consumers alike are very 
frustrated with the response. The 
comment was posted on a thread in 
the subreddit /r/starwarsbattlefront. 
The thread was headlined with “Se-
riously? I paid $80 to have Vader 
locked?” posted by user MMB-
Maverick. 
The EA community team respond-

ed to this thread with the following 
comment: “The intent is to provide 
players with a sense of pride and 
accomplishment for unlocking 
different heroes. As for cost, we 
selected initial values based upon 
data from the Open Beta and other 
adjustments made to milestone re-
wards before launch. Among other 
things, we’re looking at average 
per-player credit earn rates on a 
daily basis, and we’ll be making 
constant adjustments to ensure 
that players have challenges that 
are compelling, rewarding, and of 
course attainable via game play. We 
appreciate the candid feedback, and 
the passion the community has put 
forth around the current topics here 
on Reddit, our forums and across 
numerous social media outlets. Our 
team will continue to make changes 
and monitor community feedback 
and update everyone as soon and as 
often as we can.”
Most, if not all of the replies to 

EA’s comment were negative. User 

bookem_danno replied “That’s 
rich. Just be honest. The truth is you 
know very few people are going to 
sink a full work week into this game 
and you’re hoping that somebody is 
desperate enough to buy credits to 
unlock the character. It has nothing 
to do with providing a ‘sense of 
pride and accomplishment.’ This is 
a flat-out lie and you know it. How 
naive do you think your player base 
is?”
Many comments echoed the 

same sentiments, arguing that EA 
was just another greedy company. 
Reddit itself has been flooded with 
posts, comments, imagery, and 
other content regarding EA and the 
microtransaction backlash since the 
initial posting of EA’s comment. 
The backlash has also spread across 
the Internet, prompting many con-
sumers to request a refund or can-
cellation of their orders of “Star 
Wars: Battlefront II.” EA removed 
the refund buttons from their page, 
forcing customers to call in and wait 
in overloaded call lines to receive a 
refund.
Robert Bone, sophomore mechan-

ical engineering major, offered his 
thoughts on microtransactions in 
the gaming industry. “Microtransac-
tions start off good, and end terrible. 
“Counter Strike: Global Offensive” 
is one of the only games that I still 
enjoy that has microtransactions. In 
“World of Tanks” it helps you prog-
ress, but it is not game breaking.”
When asked about EA’s comment, 

Bone stated “you shouldn’t have to 
pay for a game after you’ve already 
bought the game. It’s the same thing 
with zombies in “Call of Duty,” 
you can’t complete the game until 
you buy the DLC (downloadable 
content). It’s 60 dollars for the base 
game which comes with 10 maps, 
and 40 dollars for the DLC, where 
you get 18 maps. You can’t just 
buy the DLC and play it because 
it requires the base game. They’re 
abusing their power, and ripping off 
loyal consumers.”
In general, prices of video games 

have been steadily rising. This has 
also caused some upset among the 
gaming community, as many feel 
they are being overcharged for 
games that are not always complete 
on release. This is just the most re-
cent backlash that developers have 
received regarding pricing and in-
game transactions, and its likely not 
to be the last.

Newest film installment in Marvel Universe franchise thrills audiences
Breanna Brink

Staff Writer

Electronic Arts sets record for most downvoted comment on Reddit, 
receives backlash from angry gamers

Sabrina White
Editor-in-Chief

“Thor: Ragnarok” has been reviewed as one of the greatest 
Marvel movies yet.

Promotional poster for the movie
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Lauren Diuco — Junior, Business major
Who is she?
Diuco is a junior, majoring in business administration 

with a focus in marketing and minoring in communication 
studies. In addition to being involved with the women’s 
softball team, Diuco also works with Residence Life as a 
part of NRHH (National Residence Hall Honorary), partic-
ipates with campus ministry, and is a Benedictine Scholar. 
Diuco wants to pursue a career in social influence because 
she loves “the idea of quick persuasion and using social 
media as a way of communication.”
Where can you find her?
You can find Diuco on Twitter by the handle @Lau-

renDSMU, or follow her Wordpress blog at laurendsmu.
wordpress.com.

Why did she join the Social Squad?
Diuco has been on the Social Squad since the spring of 

2016. She asserts that SMU has provided her many oppor-
tunities for success and personal growth, and this spurred 
her interest in joining the Social Squad. “Saint Martin’s 
has helped shape me to be the person I am today, so why 
wouldn’t I want to write about it and share my experience 
with the world?”
What does she cover?
Diuco loves “getting involved and going to events on cam-

pus” because it makes her an active member of the campus 
community. As someone who uses multiple social media 
platforms, Diuco prefers Twitter to sites like Instagram be-
cause she has more flexibility in the types of content that 
she posts.

Saint Martin’s Social Squad, comprised of our very own students, advocates, broadcasts, and promotes SMU events through social media. Squad 
members Lauren Diuco and Jessilyn Dagum took the time to shed some light on how their group operates.
Diuco explains that the Social Squad “works with the Marketing and Communications Department by using Saint Martin’s University verified social 

media accounts to help connect prospective students with current students.” Squad members use Twitter, Instagram, and blogs to capture the student 
experience and reach out to the SMU community.
Though Dagum mainly uses her SMU twitter account for squad activities, she notes that each member occasionally posts to the SMU Snapchat and 

Instagram accounts. “When one of us attends a specific event we usually take over a social media handle for the day to get full coverage of the event,” 
Dagum clarified. In addition to Dagum and Diuco, the Social Squad added freshman Mia Rollins to their team this year. Rollins also has social media 
accounts, and can be found on Twitter @mia_SMU

Jessilyn Dagum — Senior communications major
Who is she?
Dagum is a senior communications major with a writing 

minor who grew up in Wahiawa, Hawaii as the second old-
est of six siblings. She has a shiba inu named Roku and 
wants to create videos for the marketing and communica-
tions department this year. In addition to loving sushi and 
writing for “The Belltower”, Dagum plays the cello and 
works in the O’Grady Library as a circulation assistant. Her 
favorite author is campus favorite Jess Walter, and she is 
addicted to coffee, photography and watercolor paintings. 
A proud and devoted Catholic, Dagum says that her family 
and friends come first in her life “because I don’t know 
where I’d be without them.”
Where can you find her?
Dagum is active on Twitter through the handle @jessilyn_

SMU. She has posted cryptic hints about her video projects 
and keeps her followers updated on local specials at highly 
frequented venues like Starbucks.

Why did she join the Social Squad?
Dagum says that she loves the community that has devel-

oped between the Squad members. They “have each others 
backs,” and she says, and give back to the larger commu-
nity by covering events and connecting with students. “I 
want to leave something behind for the school that’s given 
me so much.”
What does she cover?
Though the Social Squad covers everything from official 

events to everyday happenings around campus, Dagum 
tries to cover the big events on campus like documenta-
ry viewings and special guests. She recently interviewed 
author Jim Lynch and chef Ming Tsai, both distinguished 
guests at SMU. As a communications major, Dagum cre-
ates videos in tandem with other marketing and communi-
cations students, and is currently working on a piece that 
will highlight Angus McDonald, the first student of Saint 
Martin’s University. Dagum says that “providing this little 
slice of life at Saint Martin’s really brings our students and 
those who support SMU together… staff, faculty, alumni, 
even trustees.”

5

This month, the Saint Martin’s 
University theatre department 
opened with two student-directed 
one-act plays. Both plays are com-
edies with a twist. The first perfor-
mance was “The Real Inspector 
Hound,” written by Tom Stoppard 
and directed by Charlotte Darling. 
Darling is a theatre and music ma-
jor in her junior year here at Saint 
Martin’s. This was her first time 
directing a play after acting in and 
assisting with costuming for several 
plays in the past. “The Real Inspec-
tor Hound” takes place in a the-
ater, with two critics watching the 
whodunit action, and carrying on 
a discussion of their own personal 
matters. The lines between the pro-
duction and the play within it get a 
little blurry, with the whole thing 
taking on the British country-man-
or-feel of where the interior play is 
set. In addition to the play within 
a play dynamic, there is some sig-
nificant confusion of identities be-
fore the solution to the mystery is 
revealed.
The second production is titled “5 

Lesbians Eating a Quiche,” written 
by Evan Linder and Andrew Hob-
good, and directed by Felicity Pick-
ens. Pickens is a junior theatre and 
music major, expecting to graduate 
in the spring of 2019 with a bache-
lor of arts in both theatre and music. 
This is her directorial debut, though 
she has acted in several productions 
and has many technical credits as 
well, including assistant stage man-
ager for “The Drowsy Chaperone.” 
“5 Lesbians Eating a Quiche” takes 
place in a community center in the 
Midwest in 1956. The community 
center is the meeting place for the 
Susan B. Anthony Society for the 
Sisters of Gertrude Stein. This is a 
group of widows who meet every 
year for a quiche breakfast and 
share a strange passion for eggs. 
This particular year, they get locked 
into the community center by a 
high-tech steel security door. As the 
play goes on, revelations are made, 
and tensions arise. There is a lot of 
audience participation in this show, 
right from the beginning, with the 
cast members welcoming the audi-
ence to this meeting of the Susan B. 
Anthony Society for the Sisters of 
Gertrude Stein.

Blaise Ingram, one of the actresses 
who was in both plays, shed some 
light on the work that went into 
the productions. Each play had re-
hearsal two days a week, plus run-
throughs on Saturdays that started 
back in October. Ingram plays 
Mrs. Drudge, the maid who hears 
everything in the “Real Inspector 
Hound,” and in “5 Lesbians Eating 
a Quiche,” she brings to life the 
character of Ginny Cadbury, the 
only one of the widows who is not 

from America. To perfect the Brit-
ish accent of her character, Ingram 
had to do independent research and 
seek out outside resources. 
Hard work was put in by all in-

volved in the plays, as evident in 
the spectacular shows put on by 
the theatre department here at Saint 
Martin’s.

A snapshot of the SMU Social Squad
Jessica Varvil

Staff Writer

Students perform in two one-act plays
Zara Kulish
Staff Writer
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On Nov. 10, 2017, CHM395, COM395, 
IDS301, SOC395, and WRT320 classes all 
traveled to Eastern Washington to visit the 
REACH museum and Hanford Nuclear Reactor. 
You might be wondering how so many classes 
could possibly go on the same field trip. The 
answer? It’s because they’re all the same class. 
On paper, the class is called Ethics in Writing, 
but this semester it is officially titled, “Atomic 
Narratives,” a name coined for the elective by 
co-instructors Arwyn Smalley, Ph.D., and Nath-
alie Kuriowa-Lewis, Ph.D. The cross-listed class 
explores the science and rhetoric involved in the 
development of the atomic bomb and the deci-
sion to drop two on Nagasaki and Hiroshima. 
In short, within the theme of the atomic bomb, 
there’s something that appeals to almost every 
discipline. One of the most highlighted features 
of the class is a field trip to the nuclear reactor 
used to make the atomic bombs. 
At approximately 8:00 a.m., the class set out 

from Saint Martin’s to Richland, Wash., where 
their first destination was the REACH museum. 

Four hours and a few bathroom stops later, the 
class arrived at the museum, and after a brief in-
troduction by the museum’s staff, students were 
free to explore. From basalt lava flow simula-
tions to historical artifacts from the Manhattan 
Project, students were able to immerse them-
selves in the rich history of the area and its role 
in the creation of the atomic bomb. Students, 
faculty, and their family members explored the 
museum’s four galleries which included the 
entry hall’s artwork and information as well as 
an outdoor exhibit of other large-scale displays. 
As the sun started to set, the group took a walk 
along the Columbia River which neighbors the 
museum and learned more about the role the 
large body of water played in Hanford’s nucle-
ar reactor. The group spent the night at one of 
Richland’s downtown hotels where students and 
faculty were able to enjoy the lights of the Co-
lumbia river’s bridge. The next day’s adventure 
was a visit to the Hanford site. 
That Saturday, the group drove to the Manhat-

tan Project B Reactor Visitor Center where they 
viewed several displays and an introductory 
video on the nuclear reactor. The group was also 
joined by a team from VICE News who were 
covering the day’s tour for an episode on HBO. 

A thirty-minute drive out through Hanford’s 
empty fields and the group arrived at the B re-
actor. Today, guarded by a single gate, the once 
top-secret building was used for the production 
of plutonium-239 as part of the Manhattan Proj-
ect, the United States nuclear weapons develop-
ment program during World War II. At the doors 
of the reactor the group was greeted by the staff 
and those who would be presenting on different 
areas of the reactor, including a more in-depth 
history of the reactor and the reactor’s control 
room. After a general presentation, the group was 
free to explore the different rooms of the colos-
sal building. “It was like stepping back in time,” 
remarks Paige Miller, a senior. Each room had 
been refurbished to look as it did during the time 
of production and artifacts were kept in a pristine 
condition. Although meant to look like the past 
in almost every room there were photographs of 
what the reactor had looked like back in the day. 
In one room hung a collage of atomic warning 
signs that used to be posted all around the site 
once again reminding the group that they were 
only a few feet from highly radioactive material, 
but were, of course, safe. Miller went on to say, 
“The trip was really fun. We got to see a national 
landmark and learn about the reactor’s role in the 
war effort as well as the atomic bomb.” 

On Thursday, Nov. 16, Saint Mar-
tin’s University hosted its fourth 
annual Multicultural Carnival in the 
Norman Worthington Conference 
Center, from 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m., 
sponsored by ASSMU (Associated 
Students of Saint Martin’s Univer-
sity) and the Office of International 
Programs and Development. The 
Multicultural Carnival is a celebra-
tion of the cultural diversity present 
on Saint Martin’s campus. Exciting 
performances took place during the 
gathering from a wide variety of 
cultures, such as singing and cul-
tural dances. There was also food 
from different countries, activities 
to participate in, and people to talk 
to about other cultures, clubs, and 
study abroad opportunities. Saint 
Martin’s is proud of its diversity, 
stating firmly on their website “Di-
versity is our strength. Inspired by 

our Catholic Benedictine tradition, 
which promotes the transcendent 
dignity of the human person, we 
commit ourselves to fostering an 
inclusive and global learning en-
vironment in which all members 
of our community can thrive and 
succeed.” With this in mind, a car-
nival to celebrate the wide array of 
students Saint Martin’s houses was 
obviously the next step. They con-
tinue by saying, “we welcome the 
similarities and differences that 
comprise our students, faculty, and 
staff; we open ourselves to the pro-
found change that different cultures, 
traditions, and beliefs can have on 
our practice of community; and 
we educate students to transform 
our world for peace and justice.”
The plethora of groups represent-

ed show the true diversity of Saint 
Martin’s, hosting cultural booths 
from the Arab Student Alliance, 
Black Student Union, Brazil, China, 
Filipino Heritage Club, Internation-
al Club, Japan, Korea, Latin Student 
Alliance, LGBTQA* club, Hui ‘o 
Hawai‘i Club, Pacific Islanders 
Club, and Pakistani exchange stu-
dents, each providing a little some-
thing special from their own brand 
of diversity. Some booths offered 
food, while others were doing small 
art pieces for those who asked. 
Performances included a wide 

variety of talent, which were each 
given brief descriptions and dedi-
cated performances by the student 
body. One of the performances, 
“Soran Bushi,” a dance preformed 
by the International Club, is said to 
have originated from fishermen in 
Hokaido, Japan. The dance involves 

movements that describe pulling 
nets and ocean waves among other 
things. Another dance preformed 
was “Aia o Kalani i Meleka,” by the 
Hui ‘O Hawai’i Club. The dance is 
an important part of Hawaiian cul-
ture, performed to exhibit tradition, 
culture and  tell stories. The Japa-
nese choir sang a song “Letters to 
my 15-Year-Old-Self,” which is 
currently popular in Japan. The Jap-
anese language classes sang a more 
heartfelt song, “Kitte No Nai Okuri-
mono,” which is a conversation be-
tween a person and someone who 
has passed on. Hui ‘O Hawai’i Club 
preformed another dance called the 
Waikoloa, which is a more modern-
ized form of Hula in terms of song 
choices and different lyrical choic-
es that are incorporated during the 
song. The Pacific Islanders Club 
also preformed a dance called Pa a e 
Siva. Samoan culture relies heavily 

on songs, dancing, and stories to 
remember their history. This song 
is dedicated to the joy of dance and 
song. 
There were also a few personal 

performances, such as the dance 
“Aye Aye Ke Jabl” performed by 
Salma Mala. This song title literally 
translates to “who wants to go?” 
This song is about dreaming big 
and reaching for your goals, which  
also encourages people to be strong 
and love your world and yourself. 
Another interesting performance 
was of “Tai Chi” by Wen Wen. “Tai 
Chi” is a Chinese style of martial 
arts, and is beneficial for your phys-
ical, mental and emotional health. 
This practice incorporates breathing 
techniques and physical activity. 
Saint Martin’s University is proud 

to represent its diversity. SMU has 
gone on record saying, “recogniz-
ing and embracing our diversity is 
essential for creating an inclusive 
campus community in which all 
members of our community can 
flourish and succeed. Saint Martin’s 
seeks to create a sense of belong-
ing and empowerment among all 
students, staff, and faculty. Inclu-
sion truly exists when historically 
excluded persons see themselves 
as valued members of the commu-
nity, who can shape and redefine 
the campus culture in significant 
and meaningful ways.” Clearly this 
cultural carnival is a step forward 
in educating students and faculty 
about the different cultures on their 
own campus. 
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Fourth annual Multicultural Carnival showcases student diversity

“It was like stepping back in time” Saints visit Hanford’s B Reactor 
Jessilyn Dagum

Staff Writer

Breanna Brink
Staff Writer

A hallway in the B-Reactor

Kaitlyn Slade performs traditional dance

A student offers Chinese letter painting to 
guests at the Multicultural Carnival

Signs of caution used at the Hanford Site

A section of the control room students were able to walk 
through
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In one of the most entertaining 
World Series games ever, the Hous-
ton Astros knocked off the Los Ange-
les Dodgers for the franchise’s first 
championship. This series featured 
incredible performances by pitchers 
and batters from both teams, but at 
the end of seven games, the Astros 
were able to secure a World Series 
win for Houston. 
Coming into the World Series, Los 

Angeles was the clear favorite. L.A. 
was 7-1 in the playoffs and were 
coming off an MLB-best 104 win 
season, while Houston was barely 
able to knock off the resurging Yan-
kees in a seven-game ALCS match 
up. Additionally, the Dodgers were 
57-24 at home in the regular season 
and 4-0 in the playoffs, and had 
home field advantage for the World 
Series. The first game went accord-
ing to LA’s plan as the Dodgers won 
3-1 on a sweltering 103 degree eve-
ning. Justin Turner scored a two-run 
homer in the sixth to give the Dodg-
ers the lead. Turner’s home run 
supported the incredible pitching of 
Clayton Kershaw, who struck out 
eleven Houston batters and gave up 

just one run in seven innings. Game 
two, however, served as Houston’s 
proof that they belonged in the 
World Series. Facing a 3-1 deficit 
at the top of the eighth, the Astros 
fought back to win a home run duel 
7-6 in extra innings. The victory 
silenced critics who thought that 
Houston wasn’t going to be able to 
win on the road.
Heading back to Houston for game 

three, the Astros won 5-3 in an im-
pressive performance by pitcher 
Lance McCullers, who gave up one 
run in just over five innings. Hous-
ton took the lead early by scoring 
four in the second inning, and their 
pitching never let the Dodgers come 
back. Down 2-1 in the series, Los 
Angeles needed to win game four 
to avoid facing an elimination game 
on the road. Both teams’ pitchers 
played excellently, and the score 
was 1-1 at the end of eight innings. 
Los Angeles proceeded to explode 
in the ninth inning, scoring five 
runs, including a three-run homer 
from Joc Pederson. With the series 
tied at 2-2, each team wanted to win 
game five badly before returning to 
Los Angeles. It took the Astros ten 
innings and 13 points, but they man-
aged to beat the Dodgers by one run 

in one of the most thrilling games 
in the history of playoff baseball. 
The Astros and Dodgers combined 
to hit seven home runs before Alex 
Bregman hit a walk-off single with 
Derek Fisher scoring from second 
base to win.
Facing a game six elimination in 

Los Angeles, Dodgers right fielder 
Yasiel Puig guaranteed a seventh 
game to his fans. LA followed 
through on their star’s promise, 
beating the Astros 3-1 thanks to a 
two-run sixth inning and incredible 
pitching. The loss was Houston 
pitcher Justin Verlander’s first of 
the playoffs. Heading into game 
seven, the Dodgers were the favor-
ite to win at home. Many experts 
were concerned about Houston’s 
pitching, saying that their bullpen 
didn’t have a fresh arm to combat 
the Los Angeles batters. The Astros, 
however, had other plans. Relying 
mostly on a pitching trio of Lance 
McCullers, Brad Peacock and Char-
lie Morton, the Astros were able to 
prevent the Dodgers from scoring 
more than one run through nine in-
nings while scoring five in the first 
two innings themselves. The Dodg-
ers had no trouble getting on base, 
but the Houston defense prevented 

hits from turning into runs en route 
to the franchise’s first World Series 
win. In the end, the Dodgers weren’t 
able to keep up with the Astros’ 
ambitions of winning a champion-
ship for a city that needed a morale 
boost after Hurricane Harvey cost 
the city several lives and billions in 
damage. While a World Series win 
doesn’t make up for the tragedy, 
it can certainly help the people of 
Houston feel better about the place 
they call home. 

Last year was one of the most successful sea-
sons in Saint Martins University Men’s Bas-
ketball program history. The Saints played in 
the 2017 Great Northwest Athletic Conference 
(GNAC) Tournament, contributing the first vic-
tory in the tournament for the school. 
There are seven returning players, five transfers 

and three newcomers, making up the 15-player 
squad this year for SMU. Picked sixth in the pre-
season poll this year finishing the season with a 
17-13 overall record, “The primary challenge for 
us early in the year will be developing our chem-
istry. With so many new players, we will have to 
learn each other’s strengths and weaknesses, and 
develop trust. Once we have that, we can start 
spending more time on the on-court challenges,” 
said head coach Alex Pribble. 
Junior forward Jordan Kitchen was voted to the 

2017-18 GNAC Preseason All-Conference team. 
Last year Kitchen was the leading scorer with an 
average of 8.8 points per game and was second 
in rebounding with 5.3 per game. He shot 51.5 
percent from the floor, recorded 31 blocks, 21 
steals and had a career high of 23 points against 
Quest University on Jan. 23. 
The Saints kicked off their non-conference 

season this year against the University of Wash-
ington (UW) on Nov. 2 and Washington State 
University (WSU) on Nov. 5.  SMU led the UW 
Huskies for majority of the game at the UW 
home court. After a tough fought battle, the 
Huskies walked off the court with a 91-87 win. 

Junior guard Luke Chavez led the team with 
32 points and five assists while junior guard EJ 
Boyce followed with 22. SMU shot 45.9 percent 
(28 for 61) from the floor and 52.9 percent (18 
for 34) from outside the arc. 
The Saints had a quick turn around and played 

at WSU against the Cougars which ended in an 
85-74 loss. Freshman guard BJ Standley con-
tributed 21 points and Chavez put up 16 points. 
The Saints headed to the locker room at half time 
after leading the Cougars the entire half. Overall, 
SMU shot 38.2 percent (26 for 68) from the floor 
and 29.6 percent (eight for 27) from outside the 
arc. The team also had 36 rebounds, 15 turn-
overs, nine steals and had 70 percent from the 
free-throw. 
According to Pribble, “We’ve made great 

progress so far. We took a trip to Canada to-
gether in the summer that helped us get off on 
the right foot, and we’ve continued to build on 
that throughout the preseason. We try to keep 
our focus on the daily process of improvement, 

and I really believe our players have made great 
strides up to this point.”Sophomore guard Logan 
Adams comments, “I’m most excited to play 
Western Washington. Not only did they beat us 
both times in the regular season, but they also 
knocked us out of the playoffs last year. I think 
with our new team we have a great opportunity 
to get revenge.”
Adams is also looking forward to winning 

games. “I feel like a great winning culture has 
been built here, and I’m excited to get back to 
it.” 
The Saints have a competitive season, which 

Pribble commented on, saying “The GNAC is 
always very tough, and this year will be no dif-
ferent. I expect Western Washington and Western 
Oregon to be the top team based on what they 
return from last year, but there is great parity 
throughout the conference. Every night will be 
a battle.” 
Western Washington University finished with a 

25-6 overall record, winning the GNAC champi-
onship and was picked first in the preseason poll, 
and was followed by Western Oregon University 
who finished third overall with a record of 18-13. 
Pribble mentioned that he is “really looking 

forward to watching this team go through the 
journey together. We have a great group of guys. 
They’re hard-working, tough, funny, and just a 
joy to coach. I’m looking forward to watching 
them create some great memories together.”
The Saints will compete in six more non-GNAC 

games until they have their first conference game 
on the road against Central Washington Univer-
sity Nov. 30 at 7 p.m.

Brandon Madsen finished the fall season 
breaking the single season record for most 
goals scored (16). Madsen was unanimously 
named to the GNAC first team All-Confer-
ence team, and he was the GNAC Newcomer 
of the Year as well being named to the Di-
vision II Conference Commissioners Asso-
ciation (D2CCA) Men’s Soccer All-West 
Region team, the first Saint to be named from 
the Program to the All-West Region Team 
since 2009. 

Rebecca Mitchell reached 700 career kills 
this season, a milestone only five Saints have 
reached in school history. Mitchell currently 
leads the team with 367 this season, more 
than a hundred more than the person who 
holds the second place record.
To read more on her accomplishments, see 

our November 6 issue.

Houston Astros win first-ever World Series in wild fashion

Saints look to compete in the GNAC tournament two years in a row 

Eric Parks
Staff Writer

Lauren Allison
Staff Writer

Saints of the Month: Brandon Madsen and Rebecca Mitchell

The Astros won their first franchise champi-
onship.

Jordan Kitchen was voted to the 2017-18 GNAC presea-
son All-Conference team.
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The year was tough for the Saint Martin’s men’s 
team, who finished 2-9-1 in conference and 2-14-
1 overall. Brandon Madsen, a transfer student 
who was featured in the Nov. 6 issue of “The 
Belltower” set a new Saint Martin’s record for 
goals in a season (16). Madsen had one hat trick 
this season, which he earned against Montana 
State University Billings (MSUB), and scored 
two goals in a game on three other occasions. Se-
nior Kyle Witzel finished the season strong with 
six goals in the last six games, including two to 
help defeat MSUB 5-3. Keeper Griffin Small 
compiled 84 saves in his 16 starts. Other seniors 
that saw significant playing time, mainly in the 
back line, were Joey Mack, McKray Kohn, and 
Christian Caro.
While the men finished last in the Great North-

west Athletic Conference (GNAC), they began 
to find success in the second half of the season. 
After starting 0-10, the men came together to 
win two of their final seven games and draw one 
more. Additionally, over half of Saint Martin’s 
losses came by only one goal. The Saints fought 
hard against the three top teams in the GNAC, 
losing twice to Northwest Nazarene University 
1-2, falling to Seattle Pacific University twice 
by two goals each game and suffering a 2-3 loss 
against nationally-ranked Simon Fraser Uni-
versity (SFU). Considering that the young team 
is comprised of only 11 upperclassmen and 26 

underclassmen this year, the men fought hard 
and improved as the season went on. There is 
reason to believe that our Saints could quickly 
improve next season and beyond. 
The women also faced difficulties throughout 

the season, posting the same in conference and 
overall record as the men. The GNAC was a po-
larizing conference this season for the women, 
with four teams finishing at or above 24 points 
while four others, including Saint Martin’s, 
couldn’t pass eight. SFU, who bested SMU 
twice (0-5, 0-8) was caught in the middle with 
fifteen. While the season was disappointing as 
a whole, there were many positive moments for 
Saints. Seven days after a 1-1 draw with Central 
Washington University, the women traveled to 
Billings, Mont. to face the Yellowjackets and 
came away with a 2-0 shutout victory. Freshman 
Tiare Kahalewai and senior Lauren Allison each 
scored in that match. Their other victory came 
in overtime at Western Oregon University with 
senior Dulce Armas tying the game at 1-1 in the 
84th minute, followed by freshman Kiersten 
Madsen scoring the winning goal in the 94th 
minute in overtime.
The women’s team, like the men, are quite 

young. Only three of the 26 women on the team 
are seniors (Brittany Orlosky, Armas and Alli-
son), so while they were likely hoping for more 
out of their last season as Saints, the rest of the 
team has time to build off of their season’s high 
points, as well as an addition of  new coaching 
staff this season. One of the biggest challenges 

for the Saints will be keeping their matches clos-
er. 11 of their 12 losses came by at least two goals 
and the team was outscored by the opponent 65-
10 on the season. If the Saints can improve their 
55 goal differential and replace the impressive 
production of Orlosky, Armas and Allison, they 
too can find more success next season.

Seniors Josh Hunt and Yadira Lo-
pez led the men and women’s cross 
country teams this year at the 2017 
NCAA West Region Champion-
ships, hosted by Western Oregon 
University.
 Lopez finished 66th overall with 

a time of 22:36.3 minutes, while 
junior Lindsey Dorney finished 
second for the Saints with a time 
of 23:52.6, placing 130th out of the 
209 competitors. Sophomore Yeshi 
Vaughan and junior Sadie Dalgleish 
placed third and fourth for the Saints 
with times of 24:53.7 and 25:14.7 
followed by Cassie La Brake who 
finished with a time of 28:41.8. For 
the men, Hunt finished 104th out of 
188th with a time of 32:35.2. Fresh-
man Miguel De LaMelena finished 
second for the Saints with a time of 
34:20.6. Juniors Levi Schilter and 

Joe Edgecomb finished third and 
fourth for the Saints with times of 
34:29.1 and 34:39.6 followed by 
sophomore Colton Buster who fin-
ished with a time of 34:47.5. As a 
whole, the women’s team finished 
27th with 753 points and the men 
finished 26th with 754 points. 
Dorney commented, “It was a 

fun weekend to be with the team. 
I think we had some really strong 
performances and I’m glad that 
many of us were able to improve 
on our times. There was a lot of 
competition which made it really 
fun to race and be competitive.” 
The Saints faced some tough com-
petitors with the first-place runner 
for the women from University of 
Alaska Anchorage finishing with 
a time of 20:26.1. The men’s first 
place runner from Western Oregon 
finished with a time of 29:49.2.
Junior Larissa Kolasinski fin-

ished 31st with a time of 23:22.50 

at the GNAC Championships held 
in Bellingham Wash., a week be-
fore region championships. On the 
men’s side, Hunt finished first for 
the Saints with a 27:22.50-minute 
time placing him 59th overall. Lo-
pez finished second for the women 
with a time of 23:34.06 which put 
her in 37th overall. Dorney com-
mented on the Bellingham track by 
saying, “The toughest race of the 
season was on the Western course 
in Bellingham. There are a lot of 
hills during the second half of the 
race and it is usually rainy during 
that race. The rain makes the course 
very muddy so it is easy to slip, es-
pecially on the downhills and on the 
grass.” She adds that for next year, 
“My goals are to continue improv-
ing and for our team to place higher 
at conference and regionals. I think 
we all put in a lot of work and we 
are capable of being a strong and 
competitive team.”  

According to head coach Jim 
Brewer, “Our athletes have worked 
so hard this season putting in count-
less hours on the trails, in the weight 
room, and on the track. Many of our 
athletes set personal records this 
season and that has been a result 
of all their hard work.” Only two 
of the five seniors competed in the 
championships. “Our seniors will 
be missed.” Brewer added.

Coach Jon Killingbeck began his second-year 
coaching Saint Martin University’s women’s 
volleyball squad by leading them to break the 
school record for most wins in NCAA Division 
II. He reflected on the season and the accom-
plishments of the volleyball team.
The Saints have an 8-16 record with a 5-7 

record at home. In addition to setting a school 
record, the Saints had their first win against Cen-
tral Washington University since 2004, winning 
the match 3-2. The sets were close each time, 
but the Saints came away victorious against their 
long-time rivals at the home meet.
Only five matches earlier, the Saints won their 

first ever conference match against Concordia 
University, 3-1. Getting an early lead, the Saints 
came away with the win before a cheering crowd 
in only four sets. At Northwest Nazarene Univer-
sity, the Saints also took a set off the Crusaders 

for the first time in school history. “I think it’s 
all about the players, when the staff came in they 
bought into working hard and being better than 
in the past. So it’s great for the players because 
they worked hard to get that.” Killingbeck said.
Killingbeck noted, “This year we have had 

some adversity, but our team every time some-
how rallied around that after and been stronger. 
When there could have been times when they 
wanted to fold up their chairs and go home they 
have actually come out on the other side and 
been more eager to be here and be better. So, I 
think our team has handled adversity and learn-
ing from it much better.” 
The Saints have rallied back time and time 

again this year. As the season is coming to an 
end, recruiting has started to fill the void of the 
four graduating seniors, “We do feel whether it’s 
the talent we have in the gym or the talent we 
sign on national signing day, we feel that we are 
definitely bringing in pieces that could help us 
even further what we have been doing.” 

Seniors Hannah Neumann, Nicolette Nesbitt, 
Rebecca Mitchell, and Jennifer Codd will be 
able to finish out their season saying they set a 
school record. They will leave behind a legacy 
that the new incoming freshman can continue. 
“We are super excited about our incoming fresh-
man, a setter, a middle, and with hopes to sign 
a few more here in the next few months for the 
season.” said Killingbeck. 
With the women’s volleyball season coming to 

a close, Killingbeck wanted to leave the commu-
nity with a few words about volleyball. “I think 
volleyball is a misunderstanding of what you did 
in P.E. as a high schooler or years ago. College 
volleyball is faster and more exciting than what 
people give it credit to until they come out and 
see it for themselves.” The Saints played their 
last home game on Nov. 11 against Western 
Washington University and ended the 2017 sea-
son on the road.

Seniors lead both men and women’s XC teams in NCAA West Regional 

Volleyball sets school record for most wins against D2 schools

A recap of the 2017 SMU soccer season
Eric Parks
Staff Writer

Lauren Allison
Staff Writer

Vanessa Kuffner
Staff Writer

The women’s team ended their season on the road against 
NNU (Northwest Nazarene University).

Lindsey Dorney and Yadira Lopez both fo-
cused on finding the finish line.
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The hashtag “#metoo” has been 
flooding social media sites, in-
cluding Twitter, Facebook, and 
Instagram for the past month. The 
hashtag was first created a decade 
ago by Tarana Burke, a women’s 
rights activist. She originally came 
up with the idea to reach out to 
sexual assault victims in underpriv-
ileged communities to give them a 
voice. Recently, the #metoo move-
ment has been brought back onto 
social media sites following the 
Harvey Weinstein scandal. 
The scandal has consisted of 63 

women, as of now, who have come 
forward alleging that Weinstein 
had sexually harassed or assaulted 
them. One of Weinstein’s alleged 
victims, actresses Alyssa Milano, 
tweeted “If you’ve been sexually 
harassed or assaulted write ‘me too’ 
as a reply to this tweet.” Her inten-
tions were to force the public to 
understand the magnitude of sexual 
harassment and assault in America, 

or in other words, to give people 
a sense of the magnitude of the 
problem. Since Milano’s tweet on 
Oct. 15, #metoo has been in more 
than 1.7 million tweets. The stories 
range from cat-calling to rape, and 
include many different types of sex-
ual violence and harassment.
The main goals and hopes for the 

movement were that women could 
feel comfortable coming forward 
with their stories. There is power 
in numbers, so the idea that wom-
en from all over the country could 
share their personal stories defies 
the shameful stigma of rape and 
sexual assault that has been prev-
alent in our society. While this 
movement had high hopes, many 
argue that the hashtag did more to 
negatively impact women than it did 
to help them. One problem brought 
forward was that people felt obli-
gated to stand up, even when they 
did not feel comfortable or ready to 
come forward about their stories. 
One writer tweeted, “Reminder that 
if a woman didn’t post #metoo, it 
doesn’t mean she wasn’t sexually 

assaulted or harassed. Survivors 
don’t owe you their story.” While 
the hashtag made some women 
feel safe enough to come forward 
about their experiences with sexual 
harassment or assault, many other 
women felt like they were being 
pushed to come forward about an 
experience they were not ready to 
relive. 
Survivors of sexual assault often 

have difficulties coming to terms 
with what happened to them and 
sometimes need serious mental help 
or counseling to assist them in the 
recovery process. Reading these 
tweets could have a negative impact 

on other survivors who have lived 
through similar experiences. This 
could trigger terrible memories and 
force them to go back to the darker 
places that they are trying to get 
away from. 
Another major issue with the cam-

paign is the potential that many of 
these tweets are oversimplifying the 
issue. By making a universal hashtag 
that reaches out to victims of both 
sexual violence and sexual harass-
ment, there will be many women 
who have experienced catcalling 
with no action taken against them. 
Although catcalling is a serious is-
sue that needs attention, it cannot be 
compared to rape and other sexual 
violence. Sexual harassment and 
sexual violence are serious and real 
problems in the United States, and 
men and women are forced to deal 
with these situations daily. While 
some are in support of the #metoo 
campaign and others are against, 
the campaign did its job by bringing 
the magnitude of sexual harassment 
and assault survivors back into the 
public eye. 

Last month, China’s ruling Communist Party 
introduced five new officials to assist President 
Xi Jinping as he begins his second five-year 
term. However, its worth mentioning a succes-
sor has not been identified to lead the party after 
his second term. Given the ages of the five new 
leaders, none are expected to be his successor, 
as it is a rule that members of the ruling party 
must retire at the next party congress, if they are 
over the age of 68. According to ABC news, this 
further strengthens his position as China’s most 
powerful leader in decades. 
In a message to the people, President Xi identi-

fied one of his main goals as eradicating poverty 
in China. These new leaders will have to face 
the challenges of decreasing the debt, managing 
trade tensions with the U.S. and Europe, pre-
venting war over North Korea’s nuclear program 
and navigating ties with Southeast Asian nations 
wary of Beijing’s influence. Joseph Fewsmith, a 
Chinese political expert from Boston University, 
believes President Xi’s lack of introducing a suc-
cessor points out the president’s long-term goals, 
including possibly serving a third term and nam-
ing his own successor when the time comes. This 
would involve breaking one of China’s informal 

rules of serving no more than a decade. Xi al-
ready broke an informal rule by not announcing 
a successor, which is usually done at the end of a 
president’s first five-year term. 
These “informal” rules were introduced in 1989 

to end the era where rulers ruled for life. Experts 
think these symbolic moves help maximize Xi’s 
power, and in turn will drive his policy. Presi-
dent Xi, who is the son of a communist elder, 
has said he wants to make China “a great mod-
ern socialist country” by mid-century. President 
Xi is fostering party unity by trying to create a 
balance between different interest groups in the 
89-million-member organization. This inclusion 
is projected to bring relief to those who thought 
President Xi would only pick his loyal followers 
and dispel concerns that he has been centralizing 

too much authority under himself, as stated by 
analysts at ABC. 
President Trump’s trip to Asia coming just 

two weeks after the 19th National Congress 
concluded in China has important implications 
for U.S.-Sino relations. Right now, according to 
Global Times China, trade and the crisis in North 
Korea are high on the agenda for President Xi 
and President Trump. Tensions with the U.S. and 
North Korea continue to rise while also putting 
a strain on China. According to Bloomberg Pol-
itics, President Trump heads to China after stop-
ping in Seoul and Tokyo. Accompanying him 
are executives from some 40 companies seeking 
deals in sectors including energy aviation and 
financial services.
In an article by NPR, President Xi described 

a “Chinese renaissance” focused on protecting 
national interests and the environment. He said 
China will continue its economic reform policy. 
Xi made it clear that China’s influence has vastly 
increased from the 1980s until recently. China 
has avoided taking a leading role in international 
issues. President Xi is incredibly proud of how 
far China has come, and commented on how 
Chinese wisdom has contributed to the human 
race. 

On Wednesday, Nov. 15, the Ar-
gentine diesel-electric submarine, 
A.R.A San Juan disappeared off 
the southern tip of South America. 
According to the Washington Post, 
what started as a routine mission 
quickly became critical emergency 
as the over-thirty-year-old subma-
rine ceased to send any sort of radio 
frequencies. Since Wednesday, Ar-
gentine authorities and a number of 
international rescuers have combed 
through all radio signals and ocean 
surrounding the submarine’s last 
known location. Although Argen-
tina has logistical assistance from 
Chile, the U.S. (including NASA) 
and the U.K., searching has proved 
difficult, especially for the search-
and-rescue ships facing rough seas 

and high winds. The sub and its 44 
crew members have enough food 
and oxygen to last a decent amount 
of time, but typical emergency 
procedure dictates that the sub re-
surfaces during a communication 
blackout. Since they have not done 
so or have yet to be sited, authorities 
are scrambling to locate the vessel 
in case a more serious emergency 
has occurred. Family members of 
the missing crew have been anx-
iously waiting at the submarine’s 
base for any new developments, but 
are faced with the possibility of an 
unconcluded fate for both the sub-
marine and its passengers. Native 
to Argentina himself, Pope Francis 
sent a kind message to these mem-
bers on Saturday, assuring them of 
many supportive prayers.
Submarine disappearances are 

not a new phenomenon and have 

often sparked conspiracies with 
their mysterious vanishings over the 
last several decades. In 1968, the 
USS Scorpion sank inexplicably in 
the Atlantic, taking with it 99 crew 
members and two nuclear torpedoes. 
Although the Navy has scanned the 
surrounding water for radioactivity, 
the wreckage has yet to be investi-
gated. In 2000, a Russian nuclear 
submarine sank unnoticed during 
a military exercise. After analyzing 
the mysterious sinking, the Russian 
authorities ruled that it was like-
ly an unstable hydrogen peroxide 
propellant that caused a torpedo to 
denote and start a chain reaction of 
catastrophic events. Tragically, the 
sub took down 188 crew members, 
most of whom are thought  not to 
have died in the initial blast, but as 
the submarine sank.
Such cruel fate for the San Juan 

has not yet been discovered, but 
the search continues as a loss of the 
submarine is both incredibly ex-
pensive, and tragic for the families 
involved. Authorities are optimis-
tic for the time being, but are also 
braced for possibly a much darker 
reality.

#metoo campaign raises awareness of sexual assault
Julia Lucas
Staff Writer

Xi Jinping is China’s most powerful leader in decades
Mariah Partin

Staff Writer

Mysterious disappearance of submarine leaves authorities puzzled
Bethany Montgomery

Managing Editor

Chinese president Xi Jinping (center) begins his second 
five-year term.
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The #metoo movement raises awareness 
of sexual harassment and assault and has 
flooded social media sites.
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The A.R.A “San Juan” has been missing 
since Wednesday Nov. 15 and the search 
continues.
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On Monday, Oct. 30, United States District 
Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly filed a preliminary 
injunction blocking President Donald Trump’s 
proposed transgender military ban. The ban, an-
nounced in late July, was implemented to block 
the military recruitment of transgender people, 
and the forced dismissal of current transgender 
military members into policy. Trump’s policy 
directly contrasted the Obama administration’s 
2016 policy that allowed for openly transgender 
people to serve in the military. Obama allowed 
an estimated 1,320- 6,630 transgender people to 
serve in the military under the policy put forth 
by his administration. The Trump administration 
implemented its policy because Obama’s policy 
increased medical costs for transgender mem-
bers of the military. 
In August, shortly after Trump proposed his new 

plan, the LGBTQ Legal Advocates and Defend-
ers (GLAD) and the National Center for Lesbian 
Rights (NCLR) sued the Trump administration. 
These two organizations sued on behalf of six 
active-duty transgender military members: Navy 
Petty Officer First Class Brock Stone, anony-
mous Air Force Senior Airman, Airman First 
Class Seven Ero Gilbert, Army Staff Sgt. Kate 
Cole, and Marine Corps Technical Sgt. Tommie 
Parker. The lawsuit argued that all six would be 

directly and indirectly harmed by the proposed 
plan, and that it would be unconstitutional to dis-
criminate against these military members. 
The decision to block this plan was only a pre-

liminary junction, which is before the legal de-
cision, and is an attempt to convince either side 
to stop or continue with their filings.  Kollar-Ko-
telly made her decision because she did not feel 
that the plan was supported by any true facts or 
with any evidence. She said that the group of 
transgender service members presented a strong 
case and they have a strong chance of winning 
their lawsuit. This injunction will remain in ef-
fect and continue to prevent the plan from taking 
effect until the lawsuit is resolved by going to 
court or waiting until a judge lifts it. The pre-
liminary injunction decision angered many who 
supported the proposed ban, and gave relief to 
many LGBTQ members and supporters.

 U.S. Justice Department Spokesman, Lauren 
Ehrsam, said “We disagree with the court’s rul-
ing and are currently evaluating the next steps.” 
The Trump administration has also asked to dis-
miss the lawsuit, but unless this happens, there is 
a strong possibility that it will go to court. One of 
the administration’s arguments for the lawsuit is 
that it was filed prematurely because the Penta-
gon was still in the process of reviewing how the 
policy could change or evolve. While this could 
end up being problematic, it did not stop this 
lawsuit or several others from being filed. There 
are more lawsuits that have been filed challeng-
ing the proposed ban in cities such as Boston and 
Seattle. 
The one lingering question that was not brought 

up or answered by the preliminary injunction 
was the status of paying for sexual reassign-
ment surgeries for members of the military. This 
question was not discussed in the lawsuit, so 
Kollar-Kotelly could not make a legal decision 
on the matter. Because of this, the question of 
whether federal funds should be used to pay 
for sexual reassignment surgeries is still being 
evaluated until the final decision of the lawsuit 
can be made. This is a type of gray area that was 
not covered in the lawsuit, but could still greatly 
affect specific people in the military. 
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The small town of Sutherland 
Springs, Texas, about 40 miles 
southeast of San Antonio, has been 
added to the growing list of mass 
shooting locations in the United 
States. 26 victims were shot and 
killed at a church service on Sun-
day, Nov. 5 at First Baptist Church. 
This shooting comes on the heels 
of the deadliest mass shooting in 
U.S. history, the attack at the Route 
91 Harvest Festival in Las Vegas, 
where 59 people were killed.
The event is the worst mass shoot-

ing in the state of Texas. According 
to ABC News, the gunman was 
seen at a gas station across from the 
church before crossing the street and 
opening fire on churchgoers.  The 
gunman, Devin P. Kelley, entered 
the church and continued shooting, 
before being engaged by a local res-
ident, who attempted to disarm the 
man. The gunman dropped his rifle 
and fled, while another resident 
chased after him. Kelley was later 
found dead after crashing his car in 

a neighboring county with a severe 
gunshot wound. It is unclear wheth-
er the gunshot was self-inflicted or 
if he was shot by another person.
Currently, authorities have not 

released any motives to the public. 
The ages of the victims ranged from 
five to 72, and include nine family 
members who were attending the 
church service together, according 
to ABC news.
Four out of five of the deadliest 

mass shootings in modern history 
have occurred within the last year 
and a half, raising questions about 
gun laws, mental health, back-
ground checks and the consequenc-
es of these attacks. The highly pub-
licized nature of these attacks has 
caused those who argue for harsher 
gun laws, restrictions, and perhaps 
even an amendment to the constitu-
tion to strengthen their movements 
in the wake of such violence. 
These arguments have been circu-

lating for quite some time, and with 
the recent tragedies that have struck 
the U.S. and the world in terms of 
mass shootings, bombings, and oth-
er violent attacks, many are calling 

for more to be done to prevent these 
types of events from happening.
Gun violence seems to be increas-

ing across the United States, but 
there has been published data that 
says the opposite. In an article pub-
lished by the Washington Post, it is 
reported that gun violence has been 
steadily decreasing since the 1990s. 
In 1993, there were seven homicides 
by firearm for every 100,000 Amer-
icans, according to data presented 
by the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention. The same data set 
shows that in 2013, the number of 
homicides by firearm per 100,000 
people had declined by about half 
to 3.6 homicides.
The Federal Bureau of Investiga-

tion has also published statistics 
available to the public, suggesting 
that gun violence was more prev-
alent in previous years in America 
than it is today, and reached an apex 
in the 1980s. These statistics seem 
to suggest that gun violence has 
indeed been decreasing in America, 
but it does seem that there is much 
more violent crime and gun violence 
present today. This could be due to 

the high publicity that these events 
receive through modern media out-
lets, as we have many more ways 
to report news today. News and 
tragedies like this can be circulated 
faster through social media, hourly 
newscasts, and other Internet-based 
media, which may give the impres-
sion that violence happens more 
often than it did in previous years.

NEWS

Trump to end Obama-era military transgender decision
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Church massacre in Texas becomes fifth most deadly mass shooting in 
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California passed a new law re-
quiring pet stores to sell bunnies, 
kittens and dogs from local shelters 
and rescues, rather than selling an-
imals that have come from puppy 
mills or breeders. The law was in-
troduced last February and will take 
effect on Jan. 1, 2019. 
The new law prevents pet stores 

across California from purchasing 
animals from breeders and puppy 
mills bred specifically for stores. 
This is meant to encourage adop-
tion from shelters, rather than buy-
ing animals with health problems 
from puppy mills or similar types 
of places. Professional and reputa-
ble breeders are a good place to find 
a pet, especially because it allows 
the customer to choose the exact 

breed that they want. The pets are 
usually of good blood lines and are 
very healthy. Providing business 
for puppy mills only encourages the 
terrible care conditions for animals, 
and customers will end up with a 
pet that will often have a life rid-
dled with health problems. While 
the illnesses may be unnoticed ini-
tially, many can take effect after a 
few years of the animals’ life, all 
because of improper breeding, care, 
and conditions at the puppy mill. 
The new California law has been 
created to help diminish avenues 
for puppy mills to get funding and 
support because of their poor con-
ditions. 
Animals from shelters are often 

overlooked and seen as “not good 
enough.” Under this new law, they 
will get a proper place to be cared 
for and adopted, changing stigmas 
against shelter animals, while also 
opening more space in the actual 
animal shelters so there can be more 
rescues. With this law in place, 
more animals will be given a proper 
home. 
Like with most new laws, there 

are some controversies that pre-
vent it from being fully accepted. 

Individuals are concerned with the 
limited selection that shelters can 
potentially offer, and stores are wor-
ried it will hurt business by making 
it harder to sell pets. However, pet 
stores are not forced to sell pup-
pies, kittens, or rabbits. Should they 
choose to, they have a multitude of 
shelters and rescues they can choose 
from to provide pets for customers 
to purchase. This is a great way to 
get exposure for shelter animals, all 
of whom desperately need homes. 
Responsible breeders should be 
able to find numerous other ways 
to promote their business as there 
will always be people who want a 
specific breed of dog, along with 
the assurance that they are healthy. 
People may also want puppies, 
which shelters don’t always have. 
In Western Washington, pet stores 

rarely sell bunnies or anything larg-
er unless they are going through a 
local shelter. PetCo and PetSmart 
sell local cats from shelters in 
their store, but no puppies or bun-
nies. Breeders don’t sell their dogs 
through pet stores and instead adver-
tise their businesses online via web-
sites and through business cards or 
pamphlets distributed at pet stores. 

Breeders are usually very success-
ful since there are always customers 
who want to buy dogs from breed-
ers. It is doubtful that this new Cal-
ifornia law will inhibit the success 
of breeders, as they can find other 
ways to promote themselves and be 
just as successful, while allowing 
the extra opportunity for shelter an-
imals to be adopted. This new law 
will bring about a series of changes 
throughout California pet stores to 
enable customers to become aware 
of where they are getting their pets 
from. 

On June 23, 2016, Britain voted to leave the 
European Union via referendum. Brexit is the 
portmanteau commonly used to describe Brit-
ain’s exit from the European Union. Following 
the referendum, Article 50, the so-called “di-
vorce clause” of the Lisbon Treaty was triggered 
on Mar. 29, 2017, beginning a two-year negotiat-
ing process that will see Britain formally leaving 
the bloc in 2019. 
While predictions were made that the U.K.’s 

economy would be negatively affected, the 
economy has steadily grown at almost the same 
1.8 percent rate as it did in 2016. However, the 
pound did drop 10 percent lower against the dol-
lar, meaning that right now is an excellent time 
for Americans to visit the U.K. Since June 2017, 
the EU and U.K. negotiating teams have been 
meeting face-to-face for one week each month. 
Their first tasks are to tackle the rights of U.K. 
and EU citizens after Brexit, as well as the so-
called “divorce bill,” the amount of money the 
U.K. will need to pay for leaving the bloc.
Article 50 was created as a formal mechanism 

for a country to depart the EU, and is part of the 
Lisbon Treaty. The agreement states that a coun-
try may depart, but must notify the European 
Council, negotiate its withdrawal with the EU 
and provide two years to reach an agreement. 
British Prime Minister Theresa May started 
this process on Mar. 29 of this year, making the 
expected departure date Mar. 29, 2019. Within 

these two years, a number of steps will be taken, 
involving much negotiating, including whether 
the U.K. will stay a part of the single market. 
The EU single market was created in 1992 to al-

low the free movement of goods, services, mon-
ey and people within the EU as if it were a single 
country. This makes travel easier, but according 
to BBC, critics say it has led to an increase in im-
migration and has taken away Britain’s control 
of domestic affairs, for example it is estimated 
that 75 percent of Britain’s laws are made by the 
largely unelected European Union instead of the 
elected British Parliament. What May has taken 
from the majority vote in the referendum is that 
U.K. citizens want to slow down the immigra-
tion influx. May said that a focus of negotiations 
will be to get net migration (migrants entering 
and leaving the country), to a “sustainable” lev-
el, estimated at under 100,000 per year. The rate 
of  migration increase has slowed since the Brex-
it vote, largely because of the emigration from 
the U.K. of other Eastern European and Central 
European citizens. 
The border between Northern Ireland and the 

Republic of Ireland is another pressing issue at 
the center of negotiations. The U.K. has indi-
cated their preference for a “soft border,” mean-
ing no physical infrastructure, such as customs 
posts. There are many questions about how 
Brexit is impacting Scotland and Northern Ire-
land. Scotland and Northern Ireland, as regions, 
both voted to remain in the EU, which initially 
led some to speculate that they may try to leave 
the U.K., by becoming independent in Scot-
land’s case or by rejoining with the Republic of 
Ireland in Northern Ireland’s case. This seems 
unlikely as of now given that Scotland recently 
voted to stay in the U.K. in 2014, and because 
Northern Ireland’s status is heavily dependent on 
the relations between Protestants and Catholics. 
In Northern Ireland, Protestants are the majority 
and are heavily opposed to unification with the 

Republic of Ireland, a Catholic country. 
The Guardian reports that Wall Street is con-

cerned about consequences of Brexit and the lack 
of progress the U.K. has made with the EU as 
far as trade deals. Top bank executives have ex-
pressed their concerns for the economic stability 
of the U.K. and are beginning to speculate that 
jobs may be moved back to the U.S. and other 
parts of Europe. With talk of economic problems 
and increasing pressure to make deals by the EU, 
May’s opinion poll numbers have started to dip.

weren’t for the scholarships I was provided with,” Elevado said. Following her speech, the annual “Feed-a-Mind” portion of the night occurred, where 
guests were encouraged to donate what they could to the furthering of student’s education if they felt moved to. During this segment alone, over 45,0000 
dollars was raised by the generous guests.
At the conclusion of the night, it was announced that next year’s gala theme will be Hawaii and the Pacific Islands and, the celebrity chef will be Roy 

Yamaguchi. Guests were then entertained with a traditional Hawaiian dance and handed “save the date” leis on their way out the door.
This year’s gala could not have been possible without the contribution from student and staff volunteers, corporate sponsors, and support from the 

community. 
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On Oct, 26th, President Donald 
Trump authorized the release of 
more than 2,800 records and doc-
uments related to President John F. 
Kennedy’s assassination in 1963. 
This release was in accordance with 
an act passed in 1992 that required 
the declassification of these docu-
ments within 25 years.
Though he released many records 

related to the assassination that 
were previously withheld from the 
public, Trump stated in his mem-
orandum that “it would take more 
time to process and release thou-
sands more documents that were 
also supposed to be made public.” 
The unreleased documents are set 
to be reviewed and released by 
April 26, 2018, according to the 

same memorandum. The six-month 
review is meant to catch potential 
risks to national security and was 
recommended by intelligence agen-
cies.
The thousands of memos and 

other documents were made avail-
able online through the National 
Archives website and distributed 
widely by media organizations such 
as the New York Times and CNN. 
Speaking to the reason for his de-
classification, Trump wrote in his 
memorandum that “The American 
public expects — and deserves — 
its Government to provide as much 
access as possible to the President 
John F. Kennedy Assassination Re-
cords so that the people may finally 
be fully informed about all aspects 
of this pivotal event.”
The sheer volume of documents 

released has ignited the curiosity 
of many would-be conspiracy the-
orists and casual readers alike. One 
titillating tidbit stems from a docu-
ment that apparently cuts off after 
agency director Richard Helms is 
asked about CIA involvement in the 
Kennedy assassination, a popular 
theory.
The deposition in question was 

from April 1975 to the Rockefeller 
Commission on CIA Activities, and 
covered such subjects as Lyndon B. 
Johnson, Helms, and CIA involve-
ment in conspiracy theories. The 
beginning of the document indicates 
that the file is an excerpt from a lon-
ger deposition. The final question, 
left unanswered by Helms, reads 

“Is there any information involved 
with the assassination of President 
Kennedy which in any way shows 
that Lee Harvey Oswald was in 
some way a CIA agent or agent…” 
David Berlin, the questioner, was 
an attorney for the Rockefeller 
commission.
A 1966 memo from J. Edgar 

Hoover, the FBI director at the 
time, to the White House describes 
intelligence on the Soviet Union’s 
knowledge of the JFK assassination. 
The memo states that “Our [Soviet] 
source added that ‘now’ the K.G.B. 
was in possession of data purporting 
to indicate President Johnson was 
responsible for the assassination of 
the late President John F. Kennedy.” 
Johnson served as vice president 
under President Kennedy, and suc-
ceeded him after the assassination.
The theory that the CIA orches-

trated the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy is only one of many. Oth-
ers theorize that the Soviet Union, 
and possibly other communist pow-
ers, had it in for the popular pres-
ident. This rival account may be 
supported by the revelation that the 
CIA intercepted a call from Oswald, 
Kennedy’s assassin, to the Soviet 
Union’s K.G.B itself.
CNN reported that “a CIA memo 

from the day of Kennedy’s assassi-
nation outlined a CIA intercept of 
a call from Oswald, then in Mexi-
co City, to the Russian embassy in 
Mexico.” According to the docu-
ment, a K.G.B officer spoke to Os-
wald, who communicated in broken 

Russian to obtain a passport or visa.
Further supporting the theory of 

Soviet involvement, one document 
exposes a meeting between Os-
wald and “Valeriy Vladimirovich 
Kostikov, a senior agent in the 13th 
Department [of the K.G.B.] which 
was responsible for assassinations,” 
according to the Daily Mail.
Other potential bombshells in-

volve alleged proof of Johnson’s 
membership in the Ku Klux Klan, 
Cuban intelligence related to the 
assassination, and a potential tip-off 
of a British media source before the 
Kennedy assassination had actually 
taken place. Though these docu-
ments have provided renewed vigor 
to an old debate, the April release of 
more sensitive documents will most 
likely provide deeper information 
for morbidly interested, or simply 
concerned, citizens.

A lot has happened since Emmanuel Macron 
was sworn in as the President of France six 
months ago. As a candidate, he faced criticism 
for the fifteen-year age difference between him 
and his wife, Brigitte, who was his teacher in 
high school; despite the fact that they didn’t start 
dating until long after. After he was elected, Ma-
cron announced his plan to make “first lady” an 
official position. France’s first lady has a staff, 
office, and guards of her own, all paid for out 
of the Elysée budget. The first lady’s expenses 
cost an estimated 450,000 euros per year. Ma-
cron’s plan would have given the first lady an 
official title, as well as a budget of her own. This 
would have been paid for through public funds. 
This was seen as hypocritical, given that Macron 
is also pushing for a law banning members of 
parliament from hiring their spouses or relatives. 
As of Aug. 6, over 150,000 French citizens had 
signed a petition against Macron’s attempt to 
give his wife an official title.
Since being inaugurated, Macron’s popularity 

has decreased dramatically. After his first 100 
days, he was polling at 36 percent satisfaction. 
That’s 20 points less than what his predecessor, 
François Hollande had at that point in his presi-
dency. Hollande left office this year as the least 
popular French president in history. 
In September, the Macron faced his first ma-

jor street protests. The protests, led by Jean-Luc 
Mélenchon, were in response to changes to the 
Code du Travail (Labor Code) that workers 
believed put their jobs in a precarious position, 
giving employers greater prerogative for hir-
ing and firing. There was also outrage that the 
changes were not voted on by parliament, but 
rather set in place by presidential decree. French 
presidential decrees, similar to executive orders, 
skip the legislative process, and immediately be-
come law. President Macron signed a set of five 
decrees into law on Sept. 22 - all dealing with 
labor laws. These decrees put a cap on the pay-
out for an unfair dismissal, as well as endowing 
greater power on companies to hire, fire, and de-
cide working conditions for workers. These are 
but the first in a series of changes that Macron 
promises will reinvigorate the economy. Still to 
come are adjustments to the pension system and 
unemployment benefits, which will likely draw 
more popular criticism. Macron seems to be es-
tablishing a pattern of executive rule similar to 
what President Trump has done in his first few 
months in office, which is interesting given the 
parallels that were drawn between Trump and 
Marine Le Pen, Macron’s opponent, during the 
election. 
In recent days, Macron has gained the un-

fortunate moniker “president of the rich.” He 
faces criticism from both sides of the aisle for 
his policies benefiting those with more money. 
His economic reforms are unchecked, and the 

previously mentioned union demonstrations 
had no real effect. He has made compromises 
on his reforms, which divided the French labor 
party - an almost entirely new phenomenon in 
the Fifth Republic. Most of the outcry comes as 
a response to his proposal to reduce the Solidar-
ity Tax on Wealth, from which the government 
doesn’t draw a whole lot of revenue anyhow. It 
is a mostly symbolic tax, as wealth in France is 
often seen as having ties to injustice.
On Oct. 31, Macron lifted the state of emer-

gency that France had been under since the No-
vember 2015 Paris attacks. However, he put in 
place a new anti-terrorism law that takes some 
of the toughest elements from state of emergen-
cy policy and makes them permanent. Local 
prefects were granted special powers for wide-
spread surveillance, counter-terrorism measures, 
and some judicial oversight. These include the 
ability to shut down mosques, restrict movement 
of persons deemed suspicious, and conduct war-
rant-less searches. When this law took effect the 
following Wednesday, France became the first 
country in Western Europe to have officials with 
de facto state of emergency powers. 
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What does it mean to be a veteran? 
There are textbook definitions and 
then there are definitions that are 
given by individuals who are asked. 
Take the time and ask a veteran and 
those who have not served in the 
military how they define what a vet-
eran is. For myself, I know I define 
a veteran differently than others. A 
veteran is one who has served in the 
armed forces of this nation. Many 
have seen the horrors of battlefields 
in foreign lands and the horror on 
our own U.S. soil, while some of us 
have not. But there is one connec-
tion, whether an individual has been 
in a war zone or not; each one of 
us has recited the same oath upon 
enlistment. That same oath carried 
us through our careers in the mili-
tary, and some even carry that oath 
with them into the civilian world. 

The oath was to protect this nation 
from all threats, both foreign and 
domestic. This oath also comes 
with what a lot of veterans refer to 
as a blank check for anything up to 
and including that individual’s life. 
That blank check is signed upon 
the completion of the recitation of 
the oath, and thousands have had to 
cash it in with no hesitation.  
Each person who enters the mili-

tary, no matter what branch, comes 
out as a different person than when 
they first had a drill instructor 
yelling in their faces. The military 
changes who we are, how we think, 
teaches us values, sacrifices, and 
gives us a sense of something that 
most will never truly understand; 
a sense of brotherhood and cama-
raderie. Each service member and 
veteran has their own stories. These 
stories cover things painful to that 
individual while others are stories 
that would make one laugh. If you 

ever get a chance to sit down and 
talk with a veteran, listen to the 
stories that changed that person’s 
life without hesitation or second 
thought. Listen to the details that 
veteran can give you about their 
story. Watch their emotions change 
as some stories bring out dark 
memories. The stories a veteran is 
willing to share can only begin to 
help you understand what it takes to 
have served. You won’t get the full 
understanding of what it actually 
takes without serving yourself. 
When it comes to transition back 

into the civilian world, veterans do 
so with very little help from the gov-
ernment. This time of confusion, 
trying to readjust to a daily routine, 
understanding how civilians think 
and normally act, was once all laid 
out for us before it was taken away 
and became structured. 
We veterans are just like most 

Americans with our wants and 

desires, we just bear some scars, 
some of which are hidden, and will 
never be understood by someone 
outside of the brotherhood. To me, 
a veteran is and always will be a 
brother or sister, and the sacrifices 
that they have made will never go 
unappreciated.
To show appreciation to a veteran 

or someone who is still serving in 
the armed forces offer to sit with 
them, listen to their stories and try to 
understand who they are. Remem-
ber to respect what they decided to 
tell you and what they don’t wish to 
share. Some may not wish to speak 
of their time in the military, while 
others would love nothing more 
than someone to listen. To all who 
have served or are currently serving 
and those who support veterans and 
service members, thank you for 
your sacrifices and service.

One of the most important things to maintain 
while attending college is one’s health. Here at 
Saint Martin’s, we have several opportunities 
to help students maintain their health. From the 
Counseling and Wellness Center to the Student 
Health Center, there are many ways to ensure 
that a student’s health is just as prioritized as 
high as their grades.
The Counseling and Wellness Center (CWC) is 

located in the Lynch Building, just outside the 
Abbey church. The CWC consists of a team of 
highly trained, friendly staff committed to en-
suring students emotional wellbeing, safety, and 
comfortability while attending college. Some of 
the services that the CWC offers are individual 
counseling, crisis intervention, and helpful tips 
to thrive as a college student. Whether students 
have a decision that could use some guidance, 
or just need someone to talk to, the counseling 
center is always willing to help. To schedule an 
appointment, students can either walk in, email, 
call, or click the link on the CWC website. Their 
hours are from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday.

From flu shots to sports physicals, the next 
available resource for students is the health cen-
ter, located in Burton Hall, Room 102. With the 
fee included in tuition, the health center is the 
perfect place to go for non-emergency health 
concerns. A team of certified nurses and provid-
ers facilitate the health center and are all there 
to ensure a healthy student body. Students are 
encouraged to visit the center for basic health 
needs and questions, or even to stock up on 
cough drops. The health center is open from 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m., on Monday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day, and Friday.
Another resource on campus that can help in-

spire positive health is the Charneski Recreation 
Center, a place to fulfill all fitness and well-be-
ing needs. Charneski is home to several cardio 
and strength training machines, all available for 
student use. The lower level of the rec center has 
three full-size basketball courts, indoor batting 
nets, lockers for day use, and a plethora of work-
out and training equipment. Upstairs, there is an 
indoor three-lane track (where ten laps are equal 
to one mile), a studio and classroom that can be 
reserved, and many cardio machines  such as el-
lipticals, treadmills, and exercise bikes.
The rec center also offers intramural sports, 

wellness classes, Saints Outdoor Adventure 
Recreation (SOAR) trips, and tennis courts for 
a different kind of workout. Intramural sports 
provide students with the opportunity to play a 
team sport, in a less competitive setting. 
This fall semester, three-on-three basketball, 

badminton, flag football, floorball, spikeball, 
team tennis, ultimate frisbee, and volleyball are 
all offered. The registration for these leagues has 
already closed, but students are encouraged to 
support their classmates by watching the games. 
Intramural sports are also offered in the spring 
semester as well.

There are a variety of fitness and wellness 
classes offered at the rec center, one for each 
intensity preference. From yoga to high intensity 
training, there is a class for everyone. Check the 
schedule on the Charneski Center website to find 
a time that fits with your schedule.
Saints Outdoor Adventure Recreation (SOAR) 

trips are offered throughout the school year, and 
their goal is to promote a healthy lifestyle and 
to help facilitate the building of connections be-
tween classmates. So far this year, Saints have 
hiked Twin Falls, explored the Ape Caves, and 
competed in paintball. More information can 
be found on the SOAR Facebook page, where 
scheduling for these activities is constantly up-
dated.
The tennis courts behind the softball field were 

opened early this fall, and they provide a fun, 
fast-paced exercise option. Racquets and tennis 
balls can be checked out from the member desk 
inside the Charneski Center.
Staying healthy and in shape is an important 

part of being both an adult and college student. 
Saint Martin’s encourages students to do this by 
using any of the on-campus facilities designated 
to promote student wellness. 
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Living on the small universi-
ty campus of Saint Martin’s can 
sometimes become too familiar and 
occasionally boring. This guide for 
night time local activities and bites 
can hopefully can remedy your case 
of boredom and need for adventure. 
Like most students on campus, 

the small funds students have goes 
toward tuition and other needs. 
Instead of planning out a big and 
expensive trip to Seattle or Tacoma, 
take a 12-minute drive or bus ride 
to downtown Olympia to explore 
some new spots that might have 
gone under the radar. 

To start the night, pick a main activ-
ity to work around. One idea could 
be catching a new indie film or old 
classic at the Capitol theatre located 
in the heart of downtown Olympia. 
If movies aren’t appealing, there are 
little art galleries filled with pieces 
from local artists, and other shops 
where customers can practice their 
own artistic skills at places such as 
Painted Plate.
It’s recommended to arrive a cou-

ple hours early before your show 
time or schedule in a couple hours 
after the designated activity to have 
the opportunity to explore shops 
and dine. 
One place that is just a block away 

from the theatre is Rainy Day Re-
cords. This quaint punk vinyl shop 
allows you to listen to albums, pick 
through fun buttons and stickers, 
and shop through the rest of their 
quirky knick-knacks. Those who 
like window shopping can appreci-
ate Rainy Day Records. 
If collecting albums isn’t your 

hobby, stop by Browsers Bookshop 
for new and used books to choose 
from. Browsers doesn’t resemble 
the typical bookstore. The hipster 
bookshop has a modern and cozy 
vibe that keeps guests in longer than 
they would expect. To keep things 

interesting, the bookshop also sells 
cute vintage postcards, journals, 
and fun art prints to pick through. 
As your stomach begins to growl, 

head over to a local fan favorite, Le 
Vouyer for some great sandwich-
es and homemade seasoned fries. 
When walking into Le Vouyer don’t 
be frightened by the grunge decor 
and graffiti bathrooms, the chef and 
waiters are welcoming to newbies. 
Not in the mood for sandwiches? 

Visit The Gyro Spot for yummy 
gyro and falafel wraps with hum-
mus or stop in The Creperie for 
savory and sweet crepes. 
Still hungry and in the mood for 

something creamy and delicious? 
Right before the show time for the 
movie, pop into Hawley’s Gelato 
and Coffee to try as many flavors of 
gelato as you’d like before making 
your final decision. No need to rush 
and eat the cold gelato right before 
movie guests go inside, the Capitol 
is chill with letting visitors bring in 
their own snacks. 
As you make your way back to 

the Capitol Theatre make sure to 
visit the outside of the building that 
homes a colorful street art piece 
spelling out Olympia. After buy-
ing tickets and grabbing your seats 
don’t forget to admire the classic 

and retro red interior while you en-
joy the film. 
End the night right with some 

coffee or tea. Directly across from 
the theatre, dare to enter into Buri-
al Grounds coffeehouse for some 
late-night drinks. The coffee shop 
doesn’t close till 12:00 a.m. so don’t 
be afraid to chat with the baristas 
and sip on your coffee as you sit 
surrounded by gothic adornment. 
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Thanksgiving is one of my favorite holidays since we get to eat lots of delicious homemade food and desserts, as well as come together as families to 
give thanks and enjoy each other’s company. Here are some of my favorite leftover recipes to enjoy (once my stomach has recovered from the previous 
day’s festivities).
If you try any of these recipes, send us an email and tell us how they worked out! You can also submit your own leftover recipes for other upcoming 

holidays, such as Christmas and Hanukkah.

You’ll need a heaping amount of turkey, about 
half a can of jellied cranberries, and as much 
cream cheese as your heart desires. I prefer toast-
ed sourdough bread, but any bread will work just 
fine. First, toast your bread the way you like it, 
then spread cream cheese on both pieces. Add 
your cranberries, pile on the turkey and chow 
down.

For a warm, yummy treat the day after thanks-
giving, leftover turkey soup is my go-to. It’s sim-
ple and doesn’t take too long, and is perfect for 
cold November afternoons. 
You’ll need two cups of leftover turkey, one 

diced onion, a clove of garlic (or about two tea-
spoons of garlic powder if you’re too lazy like 
me), two diced carrots, one peeled and diced 
potato (I prefer yellow potatoes), some chopped 
celery, a little parsley if you’re feeling fancy, and 
some salt and pepper for taste. You’ll also need 
six cups of turkey stock, which can be bought in 
convenient pre-made containers at most grocery 
stores. You can also add noodles to the soup if 
you want, I usually go for elbow noodles or egg 
noodles.
Once you’ve got everything, add it all to a nice 

big soup pot and bring it to a boil. Reduce the 
heat a bit and let it simmer for about two hours, 
or until the vegetables are nice and soft. Once it’s 
done, make yourself a bowl and enjoy!

One of my favorite breakfast type meals from 
thanksgiving leftovers is a hearty skillet. For this 
recipe, grab a bunch of your favorite leftovers 
and combine them in a pan or cast-iron skillet.
For my skillet, I use my homemade stuffing 

(made with sourdough of course), but you can 
use your favorite type to make it your own. Chop 
up some leftover turkey and ham, or any leftover 
meat you have, add some onions, chopped pep-
pers, or any other veggies you want and fry it up 
in your pan with a good amount of butter. Crack 
an egg over the pan and mix it in to the skillet 
concoction. Once the egg has been fully incorpo-
rated and cooked with the rest of the ingredients, 
serve yourself a plate and grab a piping hot cup 
of coffee. This is the perfect way to enjoy left-
overs for breakfast.

A night in downtown Olympia: what to do and what to eat
Mia Rollins
Staff Writer

Thanksgiving leftover recipes to enjoy the day after
Sabrina White
Editor-in-Chief

Turkey-cranberry-cream cheese 
sandwich 

Turkey Leftover Soup Leftover breakfast skillet

The capital theater shows ‘indie’ and classic 
films.

The Capital Theatre in Olympia, Wash.
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Happy Thanksgiving to the Saint Martin’s community from the 
Belltower staff. Please enjoy this turkey coloring page.

How to play Sudoku

Fill empty cells with digits 
1 through 9. The numbers 
can only appear once in each 
column, once in each row, 
and once in each box. Each 
column, row, and box should 
have the numbers 1 through 9. 
Use the numbers already filled 
in as prompts to help you solve 
the rest. 

Good luck!


